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NORwlCH

City is ahuzz
after rare
orchid found
Some unusuat orchids arc Crowing
in the shadow of carrow Road in
Norwich - and the weather could be

Three years ago, several bee orchids
lopDed uD out of nowherc at a plot of
lmd on the Big Yellow Stomse siie in

Since then, a temporary wildlife
oasis has been created in the heart of
the city and Big Yellow's area support
manager Rob Harley has made sure
that the grass renains uncut in the
arca- While no be€ orchids have been
spotted on the site lor the last two
years, chris Durdin, former RSPB
press officer at the NoNich rcgional
headquarters, counted 29 flowering
spikes earlier this week and Mr

The orchids are predominanily
found on sunny welt-drained areas,
so ihe recent sun combined wlth rain
may be behind their ar val-

Howeven Mr Durdib said the
orchids were ah€adv Da€t their best
and he said there would probably not
t€ any in flower in a week's time.

He said: "I'!€ encouraged Rob to
leave the grass after they finish
flowering s they can sei seed, and to
enable people to also enjoy the ox.eye
daisies. yarro]v and otl€r flowers
there. Lookins at the grass therc, I
am fairly sue it was sown with a
wild flower mia sritable for free-

Each ltower looks

lcrfi RARE FIND: Fob Harley with the rars bs€ orchid nsar Canow Road.


