
St Andrew's Broad at Thorpe N4arshes, from Whitlingham Country Park.

Nature notes from NWT

Thorpe Marshes
Norfolk Wildlife Trust's Thorpe Nrarshes res€rv€ is in the
Nodolk Broads, y€t on the edge of Norwich in Thorpe St
Andrew. Local resident Chris Durdin introduces us to the

'm lLrcky to have lhorpe St Andrew \,4arshe! - NWI Thorpe

[4arshes lor short - a short wa k from homt. The faturc reserve,

enab lshed in 201l, is r charm ng nrir of grazinq marshes, d tches

and rngraTed f€r. There s yearround interesl, thoirgh sprlng

andsLnrnerare nryfavo!ritetimes wih f owcrson the marshes

and dragonflics over the d tches includ rg good numb€rs ol thal
specia ty of thc Broads the Norfolk hawker.

Thcrcsalso a grrvelp t now known as St Ardrews Broad. lil
w rter, lhe Brord comes lnlo lts o,,vn, with good numbel9 of

0adwal s, t!fted ducks pochrrds and tea s. These ducks rnove

a ong lhe Yare Va ley and especial y betvrccn Thorpe and

Wh llingham Colrntry Park.

Ihc u,et rnarshes altracl w irlerinq sn pe, a on! b I ed vrad ng bird,

and I often wondcr how many are hidrjen there. A fcvr' may flY

aroLrnd !r'her you v s t but genera y they nay out ufless f ush€d.

t ta.La.20 1!".:J,^ o e - "lJ . '
Sudden y:lrcre frere 1 ghi I ocks of birds over lhe nar5hes, at lrst

Snipe can be seen on the wet marshes (So;ircerWiklp€dial

g arce ookinq I ke stnr lfqs. They were sn pe and esiirrrattd 200,

inc ud ng one ln the claws of a pereqrine

The percgrlne, c asplnq lts prey the sn pc s onq b€ak c eer y v s bje,

headcd |\rest a]onq the river presumab y lovrardt cerrtra Norr'r ch

irnd thL cathed€ , where peregr nes rcsL and ennlf dJr n!l

vr'inter A s€cond pereqr n€ aho sho,,ved pcrhaps tl'€ oiher ofc
oi the cathedn s pa r. The fa cons exp alrrcd :,ri a sirrb:rce thaL

made the snipe take 10 the a L

Chrs eads nronth y \,r d iie \da ks al NlryT Thornr 'llrrshts lfyoud
lketojoin lr m,youcanseedela sof theseafd ieep uptodate
frrl F,- ri U o,rL, F.-.Fo Le... "
www.honeyguide.co.uk/thorpemarshes.htm
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