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Eastern Greece
25 April — 3 May 2008

Friday 25 April: Heathrow to Dadia

The Friday morning hurly-burly of Heathrow quickkysolved into a happy feeling of anticipation. elRds
caught up with news, shared anecdotes of receutaldtistory events and competed with conflicting
predictions as to the weather awaiting us. lhalped to cover the tedium of waiting for our fligh be
called. We felt a little ‘special’. Olympic Airwa seemed to be treating us as favoured customdnsa
rescheduled the departure time for the secondflegrgourney to accommodate our connection. It aa
anxious time when we reached Athens, some 45 nsnate, only to be directed by a particularly citous
route around the airport building to the boardiagegor the Alexandroupolis flight. True to thpiomise,
Olympic had held it, and all the other passengehs, had been patiently waiting for an hour andl& ha
They were charming to this flustered crowd, andrebto think it very odd that people from Heathrow
were actually flying on to Alexandroupolis.

The sun was low in the sky, catching the mountaisitnd glancing off the sea as we flew over theeAag
Coming into Alexandroupolis, we could see gentleega with gulls bobbing on the water and the grassy
airport, as we came into land, was yellow with etspf spurge and spikes of mullein. While we ®ahiio
disembark we watched a big red sun finally disappe&ind the hills beyond the town.

Evros Cars were waiting for us with the minibused &he green van from the centre at Dadia was ready
take our bags. The light was too dim to take irtimof the scenery on the 50 minute drive up thieydiut
when we arrived at Dadia it was warm with a clstarry sky, and the song of a nightingale was almos
drowned by a chorus of marsh frogs from the woatsrd the centre.

It was Good Friday in Greece, with Easter weekdrahd of us. Chrysoula, who manages the centre, had
arranged for dinner to be prepared for us theraften a few minutes to find our rooms and settlerie met
again in the bar, where a long, welcoming table theeh laid for us, to enjoy our first Greek mealad,
generous bowls dassolakia- a tasty green bean casserole - followed by aipgdf traditional chocolate
sponge and ice cream, all washed down with sejggalof local wine. It had been a long day, sosaen
headed for bed, where we continued to be sereradidgs and the nightingale.

Saturday 26 April: A leisurely day with local walks

After our long journey, and the two-hour time chepgveryone felt that they would like the opportyiaf a
leisurely start to the day, so we had decided agjainvalk before breakfast. Claude was out ehadygh,
and was rewarded with views of both a nightingalé a black-eared wheatear.

We all met for breakfast: wonderful creamy Greegtyart and local honey, cereals, cold meats andselsee
fresh bread and jams, fruit juice, tea and coffReplete, we set off for our morning’s walk, exphorthe
immediate surroundings of the Ecotourism Centtavak overcast with a chilly breeze as we turnesirdo
the hill towards the village. Some of the partyglat a glimpse of our first serin, singing on thkegraph
wire above the car park. There were no obviousiibks but the breeze produced updraughts above the
hills, and raptors were out in force: a lesser tggbéagle skimmed the horizon above the wood, gptEm
vulture and two black vultures glided over and fehort-toed eagles, then another Egyptian vulture
appeared over the hilltop nearby, closely follosgdwo more black vultures and a black stork. Wiven
were not watching the sky for raptors and storlesywere diverted by beautiful views of a black-eared
wheatear, a singing cirl bunting and a woodlarkfram time to time perched conveniently on telggra
wires above the lane. There is a pretty view dauittle valley away to the east and the lane mtesia
useful vantage point from which to watch bird ai¢yiv A jay flew across the valley where we coukbha
chiffchaff calling. We peered into the bushesryotd catch sight of the elusive nightingale whveas at
times singing a duet with a great tit, then goingetifor a moment and re-materialising in the bgdhehind
us, having slipped across the road without anyeeég it. A pine processionary moths’ gossameries
masquerading as a bird’s nest in the distant peestand, as we turned for home, a white wagta fl
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across the road and perched in excellent view ratka

Beneath our feet there was plenty to look at teough the overcast sky lessened the impact of e
subtle flowers. The turf was studded with deelgtape hyacinths, bright pink storksbills, mauvetes,
red bartsia, yellow St John’s wort and little wHikewered tufts of the endemic sandwdvlinuartia
greuteriana whose only sites are in Dadia forest and esggctak rocky hillside. Searching for plants
found us a bright green crab spider and, sheltdrorg the chilly breeze and partly covered by saed
and scree, a little spur-thighed tortoise.

It was beginning to rain a little and our picniadin was calling us, so we headed back to the camgat it
in the shelter of the bar terrace. After a leifubgeak, giving time for the rain to clear, we sat in a light
drizzle for a walk into the forest. A mistle thhuarias singing brilliantly from a treetop and thedbiof the
forest were active, but fairly quiet: great titeatfinches, chiffchaffs and a Bonelli’'s warblerndér the
pines, the cistus bushes were in bud and we caoe aipagnificent clump of violet limodoreimodorum
abortivum Unfortunately, the light was poor, so severahaf group noted the position to return later in
sunshine to take photographs. We followed the imgpgdath under the pines, through a cleared agea —
firebreak — on into the lighter shade of oaks, withl service and eastern beech trees. But timewas
increasing, so we curtailed our exploration andédrback to the centre.

We had booked a session in the Information Cemtrafter a pause to dry off, we met there to takiné
information from the excellent exhibits, a very fuseelief map of the forest of Dadia colour-coded the
forest’s vegetation, then we watched a film on@apbnservation and the work of the Dadia WWF pje
which the Honeyguide donation would be supporting.

Because of the Easter holiday, all the local taagrmere closed over the weekend so, once agaimerdin
was laid out for us in the bar at the centre. Gbwa had engaged the services of a woman fromiltage
who is a wonderful cook and she had prepared aidemoussakavith, of course, Greek salad for
tonight. We lingered over dinner and then disapgeéo our rooms, some to turn in for the nighheos to
catch a quick nap before heading for the village: e 11.00 pm Easter Eve Service. We were mage ve
welcome as the village gathered in their beautifulrch with its brilliantly decorated ceilings, dgid pillars
and wall paintings. The candlelit procession fleét church on the point of midnight and the thurafer
fireworks began. The churchgoers gathered aroundya bonfire beside the church and friends and
families exchanged gifts and ate traditional redetijjard-boiled eggs. Chrysoula greeted us warndy a
promised us red eggs for breakfast!

Sunday 27 April: An introduction to the Evros Delta

Easter Sunday dawned overcast but dry. We tookarly walk up the main track through the forest.
Nightingales were singing but continued to hiderfrine assault of a dozen pairs of binoculars. Gred
blue tits, greenfinches and chaffinches, a robsha@aBonelli’'s warbler showed themselves among the p
branches or sang from treetop song-posts, and asagbed the wider vista of the firebreak, two klac
vultures and a griffon vulture flew across the tollvards the feeding station. While we were listgro
another lovely nightingale, we caught the mellowrpof a turtle dove and then had a good view o&ia gas
they flew across the track in front of us.

True to her promise, Chrysoula had arranged farge tbowl of red eggs to be prepared for us sor, afte
tucking in to another delicious Greek breakfast,seeoff in the minibuses for our first visit taetEvros
delta.

Keeping alert for birds as we drove south alongntiaén road towards Alexandroupolis proved worthehil
A white stork was visible on its nest at the tmaffghts in Provatonas; a roller perched, showirg p hint
of blue, on a telegraph wire beside the road; ectkktrks diced with death searching for insecttherroad
surface ahead; and both long-legged and steppatuszquartered the hillsides.

A new, fast road has recently been completed, adimeTurkey to Alexandroupolis and beyond. Wektoo
this route, which soon brought us down to the air@nd found our track leading out onto the deltae
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rough roadway slowed us down and we were soon btdag halt by excellent views of corn buntings an
a woodchat shrike, then by thirteen white storka freld and a beautiful black-headed yellow wdgtai

We made our way as quickly as was comfortable tjindlat agricultural land, until suddenly it gavaywto
tamarisk scrub and then to open water. The Andigidons are extensive, shallow bodies of brackigerwa
segmented by straight, tamarisk-lined causewaysed®Rand rushes grow in the shallows and areas of
saltmarsh have formed beside some of the causeWdysarea is
wonderful for water birds. Little egrets and geeyd purple herons fed
quietly against the reeds; black-winged stilts wamut their noisy
business, approaching close to us apparently oblvof our presence;
coots, mute swans and mallard made use of the afeleeper open
water. We ate our picnic lunch at a crossroadkércauseways, and ha
brilliant views of a black-headed yellow wagtaie were pleased to
find a male red-crested pochard with two females@areryone was
delighted by the frequent sound of a bittern bognaind the brief call of
a water rail. Little groups of garganeys and wigeeand a small party of
shovelers were showing well in the afternoon sureskihile in the air, a
female marsh harrier, a white-winged black terockk of swallows
(including a few red-rumpedight) and large numbers of house martins
accompanied by a few sand martins added constmnest.

We heard a greenshank calling and caught sigltflging low over the
tamarisk, and while most of us were admiring twoasggo herons which
Annette and Richard had found ahead of us on #uk tClaude, Holly
and Robin (Harrison) spotted a pair of honey budzaring-clapping in
their prolonged and spectacular display flight. @veve on; there was a great white egret witheligirets
beside it, for perfect comparison and redshanksnaratl sandpipers were feeding in the shallows among
the sedges and water plants.

We continued along the track to the beach, scagemiested larks and Spanish sparrows from theysand
roadway where they were feeding. We could seegiwat crested grebes on the sea and as we watehed t
yellow-legged gulls flying around and strutting abon the beach, a slender-billed gull flew byttleiterns
were diving and black terns skimming the calm saéase for food. There were great cormorants en th
sea and three pygmy cormorants flew past.

While we were setting up the telescopes behindanely ridge three hoopoes flew through the bushes
behind the beach, perching obligingly, if brieflWe could see that the edge of the sea was alitre wi
waders: ringed plovers, Kentish plovers, oystetwats, a small flock of dunlins, 25 sanderlings (som
coming into breeding plumage), little stint andigtones. Annette and Robin (Harrison) found a grey
plover in summer plumage and three curlews flewtwwad. There were common sandpipers and, in a pool
along the beach, a large group of curlew sandpigerseral of which were in beautiful dark red summe
plumage. On a distant sand-bar, a party of Meaditeran gulls stood in a line, looking very smart in
contrast with the yellow-legged gulls beside them.

Some of us strolled through the dunes back to théses, through beautiful displays of sand cdychf
tiny vetches and clovers among the dune grasses.

Our return journey to Dadia yielded our first kestlose to the turning to Turkey, a flock of jaekes in
the village and several rollers on wires, but ttreemmoad does not make stopping easy so we pressed
Even a flock of white storks in a field, a showrfr Holly, couldn’t bring us to a stop.

Easter Sunday dinner, again at the centre, wak@Gtgke roast chicken, with richly herby flavoursda
generous plates of fresh Greek salad, all washea dath plentiful supplies of local wine. As usual
nightingales and frogs serenaded us and a tawnyoaved the night chorus.



Monday 28 April: Evros Delta: the Sarantametros Canal and the Drana Lagoon

Monday morning early was overcast but already figelvarmer, with much less wind. We walked down the
lane towards the village and on the way we hadparbuview of a black-eared wheatear perched orsa po
Down in the valley we heard a Syrian woodpeckenumning; we listened to the sound, like that of aagjre
spotted woodpecker, but fading away at the endirl4unting and a woodlark perched on a wire thget

and through telescopes we could see the lark’snemasly long hind claws. There was a shout of “gald
oriole!” from further down the lane, where HollydRobin (Harrison) had sighted a pair on a deaal tre

We rushed down to where they were looking, juginte for some to catch a glimpse and we could hear
distant cuckoo, echoing off the hill. “Ah, BistolNas the predictable response as we crushed affieldsttie
leaves of the dwarf elder growing beside the road.

After breakfast, the morning was brightening, vitme
very promising patches of blue sky. We caughttsijla
bee-eater on a wire beside the road beyond Dadia an
stopped in Provatonas to look at the magnificeork&
nest, on a substantial telegraph pole. It wasasgvely
honeycombed with sparrows’ nests, mostly Spanigh, b
with a couple of house sparrows in residence ak Weé
nearly fell for Claude’s tongue-in-cheek story that
represented a complex case of mutual benefit,ttrkss
leaning over and grabbing the baby sparrows as they
emerged from their nests and feeding them to thiago
storks. We added feral pigeon to the week’s figt, a
while we were admiring a silver-leaved lime, a $Hoed
eagle soared overhead, shortly followed by a pfair o
honey buzzards, rather half-heartedly displaying.

We returned to the main road and continued towtirelslelta, keeping our eyes peeled for worthwhile
sightings. We were rewarded with two black starkd about twenty white storks flying across ahdagso
and then as we turned off onto a side road we stbppruptly on a shout of ‘flock of large birdstire sky’.
About 400 white storks were gracefully soaring auin great circles in order to gain height before
eventually gliding away to the west. We watcheshttfor many minutes, beguiled by their elegant and
effortless movement and the patterns of light asstmshine caught their brilliant white plumage agminst
a thunderous black cloud. It must have been acpéatly effective thermal: the storks were joirtada
second-year golden eagle and a lesser spotted batfleshowing their diagnostic markings well ie th
exceptionally clear light.

We were heading for the Evros Delta Information i@zwhere Eleni had arranged for us to collect pisrm
for the restricted zones of the delta, for userlemt¢he week. The Information Centre is a ussfap, with
opportunities for postcard, tee shirt and bookletpases as well as some extremely informativeep®st
and maps. We were anxious to get down on to thia tteugh, so a distant migrating flock of 24 hpne
buzzards and a short-toed eagle over the hill lokthie centre did not detain us for long.

We drove down to the delta on a track through a¢land cutting under the main road. A long-legged
buzzard flew past just as we went under the roddagrwe drove out of the cutting, with the delteeag
out in front of us, we had a very good view of Beroon a telegraph wire; it perched for us to havgood
look at the amazing colours and then flew downditlt insects in the grass and returned to thetwire
watch for more. The light was bright and clear ahdwed the strong terracotta of the plumage afuple
of kestrels as they did aerobatics beside us,t@mwe caught sight of another big flock of cirglstorks,
again illuminated against the threatening clouds.

We drove on and crossed the bridge over the Sanaitrtas canal, where a deafening cacophony of frogs,
reed warblers and great reed warblers greeteiiesclimbed out of the minibuses to have a look adou

A kingfisher flashed by a couple of times and meohcalled from the secrecy of the reeds. Thelwdir
flock of storks came over above us and then poamaf the sky to come down and immediately start
feeding in a field nearby where they peacefullyafgd until disturbed by a tractor. Honeyguide'’s
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dependable Isabelline wheatear performed beautifiotlus as usual; they regularly nest among solohe o
farm buildings at the crossroads here. We were t@blvatch it for some time, feeding in the grass an
the track, and perching on dead thistles and buslnethe distance, we had a tantalising glimpsa of
pelican — too far away to determine the speciesaliemale marsh harrier was much closer, clearly
showing her colours, and a shout from Holly aletisdo a hobby flashing past.

It was lunchtime so we drove a little way along th@al side to find a good viewpoint to picnic.ttCeand
great reed warblers were singing incessantly antasea brilliant view of a great reed warbler gseitched
in reeds just in front of us. There were greahwmants, grey and purple herons about and one tg mo
marsh harriers were in the air most of the timehiléwe were watching one of these, a very obliging
Levant sparrowhawk flew along the opposite bank@erdhed in a nearby tree for us all to get itun o
binoculars. It moved off, and then returned foother beautiful display, in very good light, before
disappearing into the distance. A group of four-baters
appeared too, always a showstopper. Further dalang
canal we were delighted by a little group of pygmy
cormorantsright), perched close to us at the foot of the
reeds.

We drove on until the track turned into a causeway
alongside the huge Drana Lagoon. We stopped where
mud and shallow water and scattered saltmarshslant
provided feeding and cover for large numbers oflsma
waders. Telescopes marshalled, we scanned théoarea
some time and found ringed plovers and displaying
Kentish plovers scuttling about together. Thereewets
of curlew sandpipers too, with smaller numbersuoilih,
redshanks, spotted redshanks, greenshanks aad littl
stints. We drove further out along the causewayted a
good view of a Temminck’s stint on a pool beside th
track.

There was a very threatening sky ahead and theilitisivas reducing rapidly so we decided againstidg
further along the increasingly muddy track and égrfor home, under the watchful eye of several tiegu
black-headed wagtails.

The clouds were gathering but such light as thexe was behind us so the little flocks of migratimgle
doves were shown at their best. They were hurggyvary reluctant to fly far so kept taking little
excursions ahead of us and feeding until we dr@veuhem to watch again; it was a lovely encoumntién
a bird that one can seldom observe so closelyevis, telegraph wires were a great source of gaad:b
the only lesser grey shrike of the week and theexaellent pair of rollers. The light was brillizaind we
were able to drive close to where they perchederhAtely, they repeatedly flew down to the grasdsw to
retrieve a morsel of food which they devoured drhtflew back onto the wire. You couldn’t hope for
clearer views made all the more memorable by tgpheric black sky. For Wendy, it was the hidttlig
of her week.

We drove back to Dadia keeping more or less ahétteaain. We had a good view of a black kitet jus
before the Dadia turning and, just after the tugnspotted a creature crawling across the road.stdfgped
to help what we had originally taken to be a t@®oi In fact, it turned out to be a Balkan terramaking its
determined pilgrimage across the road towardgle tidadside shrine.

Dinner at the centre for the last time (the enthefholiday weekend) was a tasty pasta dgiaktitsiq with
salads, rounded off with creamy ice cream and Gebekolate cake.
Tuesday 29 April: Walk Down to the Diavolorema Rier valley.

At last we felt a real change in the weather; iswaich warmer with the sun breaking through thaaddo
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The black-eared wheatear was again to be seerelgatieway to the centre and before we reachedathe ¢
park we had also seen a white wagtail and two senrthe wire. We walked down the lane into ttikeli
valley where some even earlier birds, Jill and {dilad seen golden orioles. A jay flew over, folédl by a
small flock of greenfinches and then we all he&rddolden oriole again though it was not showigglit
We were kept happy during our oriole vigil by a pteuof black storks and then we heard a Syrian
woodpecker drumming. Two red-rumped swallows fexer towards the village, giving us our first rgall
good view, and a cirl bunting was singing persigyeon a wire. Suddenly, Robin Harrison spotteel th
Syrian woodpecker drumming on a telegraph polé,gushort distance away and in full view, givingalisa
chance to watch it drumming and to ‘scope’ itsidgiishing features.

After breakfast, we set off to walk through thdagle and down into the valley beyond. We saw &8
woodpecker again in the same place and, in onleedfiitst gardens on the edge of the village, wedear
best nightingale yet. We listened, enchanted, and 5 >
eventually we saw it, singing from a low branchd an :
watched it throw its head up, beak wide open hitsdt
swelling and vibrating in apparently ecstatic sodglittle
further on, a scarce swallowtail posed for photpbgsaon
the blossom of a false acacia and while we werssong
the village square, a griffon and two black vulaifiew
leisurely overhead.

On the edge of the village, we paused to get oarihgs
beside a hedgerow of brambles and nettles; trémr o,

W

with orange tip, wall brown and common blue butiesf
while, above us, we watched a steppe buzzard feliow
across the valley by an adult and a first-year golelagle.

We wove our way across a meadow full of assorteehesancient, farm machinery, and out onto the steep
down-hill track. There was a good vantage poinbtk out for activity on the edge of the wood }20ds
away and we were alerted by the deep, rasping alalinof a nightingale, which was fiercely mobbiag
marauding cat. We heard a Bonelli's warbler siggind then caught a glimpse of it among the bregich
While we were peering at that, the unmistakableafa golden oriole rang out. Andrew’s persistand
determined sharp eyes at last tracked it down tgperched, eventually in full view, on the barertwia of a
pine tree. A second oriole materialised and therwatched the pair fly away up the valley and ddight.

The rapid departure of the orioles was soon expthas the mellow jangling of sheep bells approaeimed
we waited and watched as a flock of sheep, witwadoats, a shepherd (rather unromantically, esgubs
in a conversation on his mobile phone!) and a rag-f helpful dogs overtook us and moved off doka t
lane.

Two golden eagles, apparently the same ones thhbdseen earlier, were performing their close-
formation, rolling display flight and Jill called {point out a lovely group of three black storkisligig
overhead as we pressed on down the lane, in araf the dappled shade. A stream crosses the aadh,
beside it in a still deep pool lurked two smootlwtseand a half-grown marsh frog with a smart greteipe
down its back, as well as water boatmen, pond ekat@dge larvae and various other water creatufes.
well-grown tortoise was going our way, so we stapped
admired him, checked his tail-tip for scales, cedrtis
supracaudal plates and pronounced him a Hermaonttsde,
before seeing him safely into the cover besidardek. Some of
the party caught a brief glimpse of another goloeole and a
whitethroat flew across the track in front of us.

We reached the bottom of the hill and the wideeyadif the
Diavolorema River stretched ahead of us. Thecftof bee-
eaters made us look upwards and a small flock desv, towards
the river. We paused to search the likely songsposthe
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hedgerows for black-headed buntings and shrikesvain — and admired the delicate moth mulleirhia t
hedge bottom that Ann had found, and the fragraeedidrranean sweet briar. Some of the group wesit o
to investigate a group of sickly looking poplargsevhich turned out to be heavily laden with miste On
the top of a huge pine on the hill across the rigeronsiderable distance away, a pale blob tuooétb be

a golden eagle and closer at hand, we at last feame shrikes — two woodchats perched on adjacssd t
and posed well for us to see their striking markiotparly.

We walked along the road towards the river with en@nd more bee-eaters flying over, drawn in frdm al
el z directions. Many came very close in the brightstime,
flew around us and perched on the wires, and therg w
. clearly congregating to feed in front of the rivdescliffs.
. They were a delight to watch and kept us enchafoted
many minutes. Further along the road there wdsaae
to examine at closer quarters a fine specimeneptplar
mistletoe, a tighter ball with more leathery leatlen
ours. (The mistletoe recorded in this part of Geedoes
not conform to this description and, in any caseapitises
pine so this plant, for the moment, remains a nyste
Beneath it were the earthworks of a colony of Eaesp
sousliks. A griffon vulture with a conspicuous vehwing-
tag lumbered overhead followed by a booted ealgé t
Claude picked up a juvenile eastern imperial eagle.

Lunch was waiting in the minibus beside the rived the bee-eaters and yet another pair of honezabdz
performing a display flight kept us entertainede Ybttered a little way along the river after lunttte sky
looking increasingly threatening. Holly and Anmettere exploring the woodland edge and excitedlgda
us over: they had found a pair of masked shrikédse shrikes were very obliging and gave everyone
stunning views through telescopes and binocularsdweeral minutes. It was interesting to conttiasir
activity with the woodchat shrikes that we had searier. The party

divided; several people were determined to bragehheatening sky and <N

retrace our outward path, others followed the qerickad route, for the <
sake of a brisk walk, and Rachel drove the prutlaok to the centre in
the minibus. The brave souls were rewarded byeatapular hailstorm
on the way back.

Nothing was scheduled for the afternoon, so oppidtas for relaxation,
laundry, post-cards, exploring and more bird watghivere all taken.
Rachel drove a small group of silk-lovers into fittée town of Soufli, :
with its streets lined with mulberry trees, to expl, buy silk and visit the
fascinating silk museum.

We had two local tavernas to choose from in Daulih within walking
distance of the centre. Tonight we decided to $athe nearer, run by
the Panagotis family. It is a charming, traditibt@erna, in the heart of
the village, with no English spoken. We were drdtt Chrysoula for
having given us a little card with the group mensb&pecial dietary
requirements’ written for us in Greek, to avoid emhbssing disappointments.

Wednesday 30 April: Raptor feeding station at Dadi; Lefkimi and Kapsalo

An early walk along a new route through the woaalgtlseast of the Centre gave us lovely views aditess
forest as well as proving productive: all the usalndines, warblers and raptors and the firsttepo
flycatcher of the week.

A visit to the raptor feeding station in Dadia Feirevas scheduled for us for this morning. A misibu
shuttle was arranged for the group for the ten-teiminive up to the viewing hide; as the first graugved
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at the hide, a pair of short-toed eagles flew odimplaying and calling to each other. The hidernsfa
comfortable view of a nearby hilltop, where careasare regularly left out for the vultures to seppént
their food supply. There is a fascinatingly gruaspectacle for viewers: twenty or thirty vultuadis
demonstrating their prearranged position at thetfeBlack vultures, of which there were a few, had
already played their part, opening up the carcadgaking their fill. The griffons are next in teequence,
their long naked necks enabling them to reach detiyin for the tasty and nutritious inner orgarthat was
the stage they were at when we were watching. Egygptian vultures were waiting their turn to attalok
pickings from the bones left by the griffons, angeen was there on the sidelines, hoping for angth
could grab. A solitary roller was watching withrimsity from a nearby tree.

We left the hide and strolled down through the wmdbur rendezvous with the return shuttle minibus
The woodland flora there is dominated by pine,ahlthe local species, Black Pif&inus nigrasspnigra
and Calabrian pind?. halapensisspbrutia. Oaks are represented by several species tokey oak,
Quercus cerrisdowny oakQ. pubescenand the local specie®. frainetta The understory of prickly
juniper,Juniperus oxycedryshe eastern strawberry trAeébutus andrachneree heathizrica arborea
together and two species of cististusincanus grey-leaved cistuand the local speci&3. laurifolius,is
scattered, leaving space for ferns and mosseslhaswe wide variety of woodland flowers.

After a brief break to collect our things for thest of the day, we headed south, through the lt#g
Lefkimi, up a winding lane through the edge of thiest, past tiny cultivations and concentratiofis o
beehives, up to one of the highest points in thesty the Kapsalo radio mast. We were greetedshagp
shower, but it soon cleared and we were able toyahe spectacular panoramic view across the mpllin
landscape of the National Park. We dispersed ptoex the craggy hilltop and the buildings aroulme t
radio mast. A kestrel was showing itself beaulgfit silhouette on the
side of a crag; Ann found a giant peacock mdgfi)(resting amongst
some nettles and it obligingly waited to be phoapired; we looked
down on a pair of ravens displaying and rolling;ampong the radio
masts themselves an alpine accentor, a blue rog&htand a black-
eared wheatear all allowed themselves to be sekn we

We began to stroll down the road. A Bonelli's warlwas heard
singing, and we watched a female chaffinch colfectiossamer from
the larval tent of pine processionary moths to weato her nest. Two
griffon vultures flew over, showing their charadséic silhouette, which
Claude imaginatively likened to a Grecian urn, caned with the now
familiar ‘barn door’ shape of a black vulture’s W& We picked up a
snatch of an ortolan bunting’s song, and then sgattsinging from a prominent rocky perch, giving
clear telescope views. Clare spotted a black-eategtear on the other side of the road and Anaette
Graham reported excitedly that they had watchedrmdan bunting at very close range. A black widtu
perched on a rock to our left and was soon joinedrbEgyptian; Jim marvelled at the remarkable
difference in size. Then we heard some strande tam the cliff and Claude spotted a griffon wul’s
nesting ledge where a young bird was calling fadfoRobin Harrison found a frustratingly distant
peregrine gliding by, but we soon enjoyed supeelwsiof another one perched on a rock not far fizen t
vultures.

All the way down, we were enchanted by the flowerthe road verges and the woodland edge. There we
stately plants of the almost spurge-like perfolaexander&myrnium perfoliatumThe pretty pink flowers
of bastard balnMelittis melissophylluncowered under the Montpellier maple whose frugsewapidly
ripening to a bright crimson. The white flowerstbe manna ash provided a bright contrast andcsiasel

wild tulips decorated the rocky scree slopes betsideoad. The Italian catchfBilene italicaand its

relative, the dark red subspecies of the red clgttlychnis viscariasspatropurpureawere striking in the
damp ditches and down the bank, in the shade dfahel coppice, we found a spectacular clump afhibri
red wild peonies.

We retrieved the minibuses from the top of thedmitl drove some distance down to where the landscap
became more gently sloping and active forestrymvae apparent. On a sunny roadside bank we stopped
for a clump of white orchids, known from last yedihey are the rare helleborir@ephalanthera
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epipactoidesendemic to the area and, nearby we paid our
respects to some fine spikes of mammose or€bdhrys
mammosainconspicuous and drab by comparison.

Back at the Centre, Yannis, the director of the WBV&ck
Vulture Project which is based there, gave uslastiated talk
about the conservation and research work thatrigctly
going on in the forest, under the auspices of WWF.
Encouragingly, he covered some of the successie ofork,
and outlined the complexity of the issues involuedaptor
conservation there. Graham took the opportunityresent to
him the Honeyguide cheque which will contributehe
continuation of the work from which, as Graham eletly
put it, we all felt we were so richly benefiting.

Tonight it was the turn of the second taverna 3imos, at the
far side of the village, for dinner, so several rbens of the
party strode off to enjoy a brisk evening walk. eThinibus
overtook them and we all arrived to find a warmaeeehe and
an excellent and varied Greek menu to satisfy @reryall
rounded off by a pleasant evening stroll back eodéntre
under a starlit sky.

Thursday 1st May: The Doriskos By-Way, The LoutrosHills and back to Dadia by the Pessani road

We had been so attracted by the riverside patlesasst that we decided that it would be worth tharsh
drive for our early walk. We hadn’t taken into aaat the low sun as we set off eastwards along the
riverbank; we must have been brilliantly illuminate the early morning light and we were completely
dazzled! However, our attention was soon caugla imewing call and we watched a steppe buzzaraitly
of the wood and perch on top of a pine tree, adilling. A little ringed plover appeared on thébply shore
and fed among the stones and two species of wadtkitk-headed yellow, and white — moved up and
down the river beside us. When we turned backhamidthe sun behind us, bird watching was a goold dea
easier. A pair of stonechats were obviously hgdearritory on the bushes along the path and serare
singing their scratchy song from the top of a frethe hedgerow. Across the river, a female reckbd
shrike stood out, on the top of a bramble and was $oined by a male bird, and we could watch tia¢m
leisure, in excellent light. There was a shoutkaigfisher!” from Jill, but we were too slow to ast;
fortunately, it soon flew past us again as we n@adewvay back to the minibuses.

We had a big circuit planned for today, startingfwvthe main road to the south and then taking atgre
sweep on a much smaller road that cuts througfotiest and returns to Dadia from the west — witlyna
stops on the way.

The first of these was again in the little villagfeProvatonas, and our best opportunity to stoclitip local
produce and gifts to take home, from the villagapshinderneath the great storks’ nest. As usual, th
activity at the nest provided entertainment angar®whawk obligingly flew over it while we watched
We drove on, seeing two rollers and both blackwhide storks from the minibus. We diverted frora th
main road to drive along the lanes through the bgywassed village of Doriskos, in the hope thaimight
find an elusive black-headed bunting. We

stopped before we reached the village, at

the first likely view-point, and were

immediately rewarded by a pair of Syrian

woodpeckers on a telegraph pole, one of

them peering from time to time into a nest-

hole. Then there was a shout and a black-

headed bunting appeared at last, first a very

smart male, shortly joined by a female.
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They surveyed their territory from the top of a mak tree, apparently undaunted by a male redkdxhc
shrike perched on the same tree. A sparrowhawkilg vigorously mobbed by house martins, folloveed
few minutes later by a fine Levant sparrowhawk -eacellent comparison for us.

We drove through the village, a rather forbiddiettlement with a number
of military buildings. We next stopped where thew opened out across a
river valley towards a line of poplars, and soackpd up two male golden
orioles, hearing them first, then seeing them wegi} in a tall fir tree.
Suddenly there seemed to be black-headed buntisggvehere, with three
male birds visible at once on various bushes amdsaground.

There was interest at our feet too. In the lorgggrAnnette found a cream-
spot tiger moth and a lesser fiery copper and AmhMeg found beautiful
patches of the startling crimson pheasant’'sAgenis spand Venus’s-
looking-glasd_egousia speculum veneasong the weeds in the cornfield
beside us.

We were soon back on the main road but turnedgsfirato take a short cut. Before long, we came to
sudden stop, this time at the sight of an intengstbad casualty: a European glass lizard - likerarmous
slow-worm. It was a sad but rewarding opportutitpbserve an otherwise very elusive creature.

We took the turning towards Loutros, beside onthefmany rivers feeding the delta. It was May Cay,
national holiday, celebrated by family excursiom®ithe countryside for huge, convivial pichicsneQpf
these was taking place under a beautiful riverstdad of Oriental pland3latanus orientalistables and
chairs were spread out, decorated with bright qeldeloths and bouquets of wild flowers, and spre#d
plates piled high with festive food. Families wergrossed in energetic ball games under the watefé
of elderly grannies, sitting comfortably in the dha The parked cars had been decorated accoalthg t
local tradition, with bunches of wild flowers fixeshder the windscreen wipers!

We turned up a track, away from the river, that meiis way steeply up into the limestone hills. We
parked, with a panoramic view across the delta,@moled out of the buses onto the sweet-smellygny
turf. A short-toed eagle hung on the breeze wisttiget dangling, then dropped down to catch alsmal
creature, which we watched it eat in flight. Weesa out, and wandered in the sun amongst the ffoine
the short turf. The holly oak3uercus cocciferare clearly very tasty as they had been browseshbgp
into tight bushes. The bdduxus sempervirerand prickly junipeduniperus oxycedrysoo were sculpted
into strange shapes, but together added scalehattérs and contributed to the beauty and diveiditje
hillside. There were clovers, spurges, thymesgadses to keep the botanists happy. Sally found a
beautiful group of white poppies — much photograpfwe later confirmation of their identification
(probablyPapaveralbiflorum) and while that was going on everybody (exceplySaid Rachel!) had the
magical experience of watching as an adult whiledseagle glided slowly by, its tail flashing pusite
as the sun caught it. There were butterflies evieeye and we found several of the big, fat, stripesh-
cricketEphippiger. In fact, we were all so captivated by this spot thea decided to schedule an early
lunch. We were about to board the minibuses again wheamnamous centiped&colopendra sinuata
crawled out across the track. It was about 12amg,|shiny black, with orange legs and ferociouilog
pincers at the tail end; but it is the bite atfiteet end you have to beware of!

We continued along the back road, passing famityigs gathering bunches of flowers or sitting urtter
shade of trees. We could hear corn buntings atotborbuntings as we drove slowly, enjoying the
spectacular views and on the look out, in vainafoare treekzriolobustrilobatus, related to apple, which
we expected to see in flower on the way. We stdopgpexplore an open, grassy plateau where we faund
plant of the mistletoe-like semi-parasit@ranthuseuropaeugrowing on a sessile oauercus petraea
We strolled in the warm afternoon sun and, in tede at the edge of the clearing found anothehpatc
wild peonies, some birthwort, alliums and mulleii$iere were scattered bushes of terelistachia
terebinthaandRhus coriaria related to our garden sumac. The near and digians were wonderful —
wooded slopes tinged rusty red with the young dgnosftEastern Strawberry-tréebutus andrachnand

the folding hills of the forest disappearing intmesty haze.

We drove on again, until another inviting viewpgirsuaded us to stop. Maps and compasses (and
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Andrew’s GPS) convinced us that the hills we cadd, not so very far away, were indeed in Bulgaviee
could hear both cirl and ortolan buntings, and &vally located the ortolan in our telescopes. We
encountered a very big tortoise, dangerously jakivg)] and made the usual checks for species as both
Hermann’s and spur-thighed are found here. Théshau a very flared shell, no spurs on its thigit a
clear scales on the tail tip so was passed asmater's tortoise, though unusually for that spedidsad a
single supracaudal plate.

It was time to press on as one more stop was osciiedule. We soon came upon the spot; the wieagdpr
terracotta rocks and soils of the forest are puatetliby a surprising outcrop of strikingly blue-gmeock.
We climbed out of the minibuses and immediatelydheas a cry of ‘raptor’ as both a short-toed eagie

a long-legged buzzard were in the air above ugs ditea has a magical quality. The rocks have been
described to us as being rich in copper and asudtr¢oxic to many plant species. There seenatgytto
be few species able to tolerate the conditionghmge that can present a fine spectacle, and saweeleen
found to be endemic. Bright yellow patches of silya stood out, as did a similarly bright yellowhin,
against the blue rocks. A much paler lemon yellgelden’-drop, the endemi©nosma kittanagas
tracked down in several places among the screacdek anemones were still looking lovely where they
could find light shade, but sadly the fritillarie®re all in fruit.

After a long day, we relaxed in the centre bar m@viewed our day, then made our way for dinner liack
the taverna of the Panagotis family where oncenagaiwere warmly welcomed and enjoyed a delicious
traditional Greek dinner.

Friday 2nd May: Evros Delta, in the Restricted Zme

Friday dawned another beautiful day so we decidegbtdown early to the river again. It was sunmg a
calm, with wisps of mist over the river, and tha svas just rising above the low hills to our eabhis time
we thought we would use the sun to our advantage/esdrove some way along the riverside track aed t
left the minibuses, to walk with the sun behind us.

We soon saw a steppe buzzard perched in a smalhire then stopped for a nightingale singing hastil
with the usual backing group of marsh frogs. Tightingale was a fine songster so there was a doubl
pleasure when, after a search, we all managecktthisewell. We searched for the noisy frogs tow a
Jane and Gill at last tracked some down. Watcthiegrogs through telescopes, with their ballooning
cheeks caused great hilarity. With the light bdhis we all managed to see a kingfisher as it fteand
fro along the river and a male with two female bedked shrikes perched in bushes on the opposite ba
unconcerned as we walked past them. There wetantligews of two bee-eaters on a dead tree and a
black-headed wagtail posed nicely for us. Thelblamaded buntings really had arrived and three teer
and perched in a tree, the two males especiallpgirs good views. The drivers walked back for the
minibuses leaving the group watching four or fil#d ringed plovers running about on the gravethia
riverbed and a pair of woodchat shrikes perched bush together in the sunshine.

Today was our last visit to the delta and we waddd our permits for the restricted area, as waldhie
venturing into the military zone close to the bordéh Turkey. We found our way through the sulsuo
Feres and over the canal into the delta proper.coVi&d see a distant flock of about thirty glodsigés
wheeling around some farm buildings and over soeest but they never came close enough for useto se
them well. We drove along the track towards a tiheuge poplars marking the route of the river Hreh
stopped for two black kites and five bee-eatels gnoup of trees. Suddenly, a male Levant sparaokh
made an appearance, hunting nearby and it perefpedtedly on posts no more than fifty metres away,
giving perfect telescope views. We could hearlaraceous warbler singing tantalisingly from deapai
dense thicket and ahead of us there was a hodpsieyg on a wire and then down on the track véogein
front of us.

An old man cycled up to us and stopped. Was hatdbalemand to see our permits, we wondered —

though it did not seem likely. He went up to Hdaliyd began to speak rapidly, in Greek. Regretfuibne
of us could understand him. Holly did her bestxplain, with gestures, what we were doing, butnwhe
birds were mentioned he immediately responded,waigogestures, that they were only good for shupti
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He cycled off, only to return a few minutes latathaa pot of honey for Holly! His were the beelswee
had seen clustered in the fields as we drove along.

Even though our road stretched far into the digaitavas hard to make rapid progress. Too much of
interest was popping up in all directions. Firgtkaad a nice view of a great white egret on a paadur
left, then seven glossy ibisesght)

flew down to join it, with a dabchick

diving close by. On a big tract of

drying lagoon, where sand bars were

becoming exposed, two superb spur-

winged plovers showed themselves,

strutting about, scuttling after food

and generally behaving in a very

elegant, well-groomed manner. We

watched them for some time,

enchanted by their style. Then to our

great delight, a collared pratincole

flew close by, giving us a good but

tantalisingly brief view. We drove on

for a while, then screeched to a halt,

surrounded by a big flock of

pratincoles, circling and catching

insects. While we watched this wonderful spectaRbxhel caught a snatch of a call from a penduiine
just in time to alert the group and see it flyimmgass the track. We followed its route and, wiiegul
searching, found the nest, about 10 metres fronpatie While we watched, some of the group casigt
of two birds at the nest.

The excitement continued. We stopped at the sifyatroller on the bare sand to our right. It was
struggling with some food item. We trained ourdaulars on it and realised, from the colour schetreg,

it was one of the enormo@&olopendraentipedes that we had seen at close quarteresrgiagt The roller
was clearly having some difficulty avoiding its ponous bite, but it managed in the end and we wdtch
the centipede disappear. Intermittently, amongatitiews on our left, small bodies of water appeahre
There was a large group of ibises on one of thesrsamaller groups on others and we were able tohwatc
them moving about and feeding. Then on the ofidey, & lagoon opened out, with shelducks swimming
about on it and two squacco herons feeding aeédy margin.

At last, we could see the end of the long trackhwilagoon on the right: a large group of mutersva
resting in the sunshine, three greenshanks feedidg reed bunting singing from a bush at the eflgjee
track. On the other side was the taverna, withbatmo other building for miles around.

We had our lunch there, keeping a look out forrggéng birds and waiting for our appointment. ritle
Makrigianni, from the visitor centre at Traianougdiad booked a boat trip for us and eventually two
boatmen arrived and led us to two charming woodwsid) with just enough room to fit us all in. Wt eff
along a reedy canal, and almost immediately a diggesnake swam out of the reeds to cross the.cénal
was perfectly at home in the water and the boatrireted both the boats round it so that we couldjel a
very good look. We chugged on past fishermen’slehawvith swallows nesting and black-headed wagtail
bobbing on their jetties. There were marsh hasiemting over the reed beds and gulls and teyirgyfl
around. Then we found ourselves in a much wideemay, heading out into the shallow sea. Themewe
great trees, apparently washed down the river lmdded on the submerged sandbanks, covered wits: bi
lots of common terns, one sandwich tern, four jpeléc- two white and two Dalmatian - and great
cormorants sitting on their nests in the brancliekeodead trees. It was a very memorable tripr @all too
quickly.

Back at the taverna there were refreshments t@tde-treal Greek coffee for some. The tavernatmsca
watchtower and several people climbed up for thazang complete panorama of the delta. There were
now several greenshanks in the lagoon with a gseadpiper and two wood sandpipers. There haddeen
fall of migrants: on the bank, a spotted flycatcleefemale blackcap and a female whinchat weriitsithg
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about on the trackside bushes.

Our bird list was approaching 150 species and erdttve back, we added three spoonbills to ouy;ttiley
flew across and settled in the lagoon beside #ekir A pair of whinchats and lots more ibises lagoon
on the right caused brief stops. Guided by Andse®PS, we made our way back to the pendulinené,
but this time there were no birds to be seen, ansboind of their characteristic call. We lingeatdhe last
twists of the track before we left the river behired It was a tranquil scene: cattle were grattiegshort
turf of the flood plain and stately poplars flanked riverbank. Then, finally, just before we Igfe delta, a
Montagu’s harrier and a merlin flew by.

The Simos Taverna was our choice for our last Gdésher — delicious as ever. There was an unresdolv
discussion as to which taverna was preferred — é&otkllent, and full of character, just different.

Saturday 3 May: Dadia-Athens-Heathrow

We were all ready for a 4.45 am departure fronctmdre and we watched a weak sun come up from ¢behin
the hills towards Turkey. The new road to Alexangrolis made the journey to the airport a very
straightforward one and the airport formalities evewiftly completed. Both the flights were on tiared

we arrived back to a chilly, but fine Heathrow nmiog— at the end of a very full week.

Highlights of the Week

Andrew: The golden orioles on the fir tree neariBkas; the spoonbills; the huge flock of bee-eaters
the good view of a nightingale on the last morning

Ann: Ophrys mammosdhe spiralling storks; the little ringed plovdrg the river

Annette: The spur-winged plover’s unexpected beantyelegance; the varied song and mimicry of
the nightingales compared with English ones; soynsavallows and martins compared with
England

Clare: Blue cornflowers; ibises and great egretading in front of a grey heron; the pratincoles

Claude: The masses of red poppies and the creaiy ndary cress in a field; the good company

Gill: The bee-eaters by the river; the frog onldst morning, blowing up his cheeks (it can't be
good for him!)

Graham: The first flock of storks circling to gdiright before gliding away; the wild peonies

Holly: Being sung to sleep by tawny owls and fragsl woken up by a golden oriole and a

nightingale; seeing the black and Egyptian vultdogether on a rock — the size difference
was fantastic; seeing the bee-eaters in a big, ltogflock

Meg: Venus's looking-glass; the storks wheelinguabthe field by the canal bridge

Jane: The swimming dice snake; the whirling, thdlingastorks; the great flock of bee-eaters

Jill: The imperial and white-tailed eagles; sittimgthe stream on the blue rocks with the
golden-drops; the white poppies

Jim: The size difference between the black and &gywultures; the wild peonies

Rachel: The white poppies and the peonies; theliwhistorks against a black sky; the pratincoles

Richard: The spiralling storks — their skill ancdbaomy of effort to gain height; the grace and gl
the pratincoles flying and hunting; finding so mamaytridge cases in such a beautiful place

Robin (Hamilton): The white-tailed eagle as it battkound, catching the sun on its tail; the alpine
accentor

Robin (Harrison): The storks whirling overhead, wiag in and out of each other; the spur-winged
plover, so clean-cut, bending its knees to feegl pitatincoles

Sally: The spiralling storks with a golden eaglewdy the golden oriole by the river; lunch at the

Loutros hills, with the starry clover
Wendy: The pratincoles and rollers



Systematic lists

Birds

English and scientific names and status base@henBirds of GreecéHandrinos & Akriotis 1997) except Bonelli's
Warbler which is now, following a taxonomic revieegnsidered to be the distinct species Eastern IBsn&arbler
Phylloscopus orientalis Status refers to Greece as a whole.

Little Grebe

Widespread and locally common resident

Several at Anthi lagoons and in the Evros restliciene

Great Crested Grebe

Resident

2 offshore by Anthi lagoon

Cormorant

Fairly widespread and locally common resident, coamm@and widespread winter visitor
Small numbers on the Evros Delta, a few nestsarEiros restricted zone
Pygmy Cormorant

Scarce and local resident, locally common wintsiter

Three at Anthi lagoons and five on the Sarantareetamal

White Pelican

Scarce and local summer visitor and passage migrant

Two in the Evros restricted zone

Dalmatian Pelican

Short-distance migrant

Two in the Evros restricted zone

Bittern

Widespread but scarce winter visitor and passageamt

One heard booming at Anthi Lagoons

Squacco Heron

Common but local summer visitor, common and wides@mpassage migrant
Two at Anthi lagoons and two in the Evros restdctene

Little Egret

Fairly common and widespread resident, common dddspread passage migrant
Several in the Evros Delta

Great White Egret

Rare and local resident, widespread and locallymomwinter visitor

Small numbers each Evros Delta day

Grey Heron

Common and widespread resident

Seen almost daily

Purple Heron

Rare and local summer visitor, fairly common passaigrant

Small numbers each Evros Delta day

Black Stork

Rare and local summer visitor and passage migrant

Seen almost daily around Dadia

White Stork

Widespread and locally common summer visitor argsage migrant

Seen daily, including an occupied nest at Provatoathermalling flock of c400 birds near Loutros
Glossy Ibis

Rare and local summer visitor, fairly common andegpread passage migrant
At least 40 in the Evros restricted zone

Spoonbill

Rare and local resident

Three in the Evros restricted zone

Mute Swan

Rare and local resident, locally common wintertuisi

Seen each Evros Delta day, including a large flndke restricted zone
Shelduck

Scarce and local resident, fairly widespread anéellp common winter visitor
Small numbers each Evros Delta day

Wigeon

Fairly widespread and locally common winter visitor
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A small flock at Anthi lagoons

Mallard

Fairly widespread but scarce resident, very comamazhwidespread winter visitor
Small numbers each Evros Delta day

Garganey

Scarce and local summer visitor, common and wigesppassage migrant

A few at the Anthi lagoons.

Shoveler

Fairly widespread and common winter visitor andspge migrant

A small flock at Anthi lagoons

Red-crested Pochard

Scarce resident and passage migrant

A male and two females at Anthi Lagoons

Honey Buzzard

Widespread but scarce summer visitor and passagembi

Seen almost daily, several pairs in display flight

Black Kite

Rare and local resident, scarce winter visitor pasksage migrant

Odd individuals near Dadia and in the Delta

White-tailed Eagle

Rare and local resident

An adult bird seen well at Loutros Hills

Egyptian Vulture

Fairly widespread and locally fairly common summisitor and passage migrant
A few around Dadia village, two at the raptor fegdstation, and one at Kapsalo radio mast
Griffon Vulture

Fairly common but local resident

Odd individuals around Dadia, several at the rafgeding station, and a few at Kapsalo radio mast
Black Vulture

Rare and local resident

Seen daily around Dadia village and the edge ofi@Bdrest, a few at the raptor feeding station, @ridapsalo radio
mast

Short-toed Eagle

Fairly common and widespread summer visitor

Seen daily

Marsh Harrier

Fairly widespread but scarce resident, common wirigifor and passage migrant
Several individuals on each Delta day

Montagu’s Harrier

Rare and local summer visitor, fairly common andegpread passage migrant
One near Feres

Goshawk

Fairly widespread and locally fairly common residen

One by the track to the raptor feeding station

Sparrowhawk

Fairly widespread and locally fairly common resijerommon and widespread winter visitor
One near Loutros

Levant Sparrowhawk

Fairly widespread and locally fairly common summisitor and passage migrant
One at Drana Lagoon, one near Loutros and superswf a male perched and hunting in the restriategss part of
the Evros Delta near Feres

Steppe Buzzard

Common and widespread resident and winter visitor

Seen daily

Long-legged Buzzard

Fairly widespread and locally fairly common partisigrant

Odd individuals around the edge of the Delta

Lesser Spotted Eagle

Fairly widespread and locally fairly common summisitor and passage migrant
Odd individuals near Dadia and in the Loutros Hills

Imperial Eagle

Rare and local breeder

A juvenile bird near the Diavolorema River
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Golden Eagle

Widespread and locally fairly common resident

A second-year bird near Loutros and a pair neaidad

Booted Eagle

Fairly widespread and locally fairly common summisitor and passage migrant
One near the Diavolorema River and one in the losuttills

Kestrel

Common and widespread resident

Seen every day

Hobby

Fairly common and widespread summer visitor andgiges migrant
One near the Sarantametros canal

Merlin

Winter visitor and passage migrant

One near Feres

Peregrine

Widespread but scarce resident and winter visitor

Two near Kapsalo the radio mast

Water Rail

Resident

One heard at Anthi Lagoons

Moorhen

Common and widespread resident

Several at Anthi Lagoons

Coot

Common and widespread resident, very common winsgor

Seen each Delta day

Oystercatcher

Scarce and local resident, fairly common winteiters

Small numbers each Delta day

Black-winged Stilt

Fairly widespread and locally common summer visitmmmon and widespread passage migrant
Several at Anthi Lagoons and in the Evros restliciene

Collared Pratincole

Fairly common but local summer visitor, widesprpagsage migrant
A large flock in the Evros restricted zone

Little Ringed Plover

Fairly common and widespread summer visitor andgiges migrant
Two pairs by the Diavolorema River

Ringed Plover

Fairly common and widespread passage migrantwiuter visitor
A few on the shoreline, Anthi lagoons and Dranaday

Kentish Plover

Common and widespread resident

Small numbers each Delta day

Grey Plover

Fairly widespread and locally common winter visiémd passage migrant
One on the shore by Anthi Lagoons

Spur-winged Plover

Rare and local summer visitor

Several individuals and pairs in the Evros restdctone

Lapwing

Scarce and local resident, common and widespreatemisitor
Small numbers each Delta day

Sanderling

Fairly common and widespread passage migrant, eedrder visitor
25 on the shoreline near Anthi lagoons

Little Stint

Very common and widespread passage migrant, locaitynon winter visitor
Small numbers each Delta day
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Temminck's Stint

Passage migrant and local winter visitor

One near Drana Lagoon

Curlew Sandpiper

Widespread and locally common passage migrant

Small flocks each Delta day, including severaliiedaling plumage
Dunlin

Common and widespread winter visitor and passageami

Small numbers each Delta day

Curlew

Common and widespread winter visitor and passageami

Three on the shore near Anthi Lagoons

Spotted Redshank

Fairly common and widespread passage migrant, sedrder visitor
A few at Drana Lagoon and two in the Evros restdctone
Redshank

Widespread and locally common resident

Small numbers each Delta day

Greenshank

Fairly common and widespread passage migrant, seerter visitor
Small numbers each Delta day

Green Sandpiper

Fairly common and widespread winter visitor andspge migrant
One in the Evros restricted zone

Wood Sandpiper

Common and widespread passage migrant

Small numbers each Delta day

Common Sandpiper

Rare and local summer visitor, fairly common andegpread passage migrant
One near Anthi Lagoons

Turnstone

Fairly common and widespread passage migrant

Several on the shoreline near Anthi lagoons

Mediterranean Gull

Widespread and locally common resident

Several on the shore near Anthi Lagoons and ifEthies restricted zone
Slender-billed Gull

Rare and local breeder and winter visitor

One or two by the shore at Anthi and Drana Lagoons
Yellow-legged Gull

Very common and widespread resident

Common throughout the coastal area

Sandwich Tern

Rare and local resident, common and widespreadmiigitor and passage migrant
One offshore in the Evros restricted zone

Common Tern

Widespread and locally common summer visitor argsage migrant
Several along the coast each Delta day

Little Tern

Widespread and locally common summer visitor argbage migrant
Small numbers along the coast each Delta day

Whiskered Tern

Rare and local summer visitor, common passage ntigra

Small numbers over lagoons and canals in the Delta

Black Tern

Rare and local summer visitor, common passage ntigra

A few along the seashore near Anthi Lagoons

White-winged Black Tern

Common and widespread passage migrant

One at Anthi Lagoons

Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon

Common and widespread resident

Common in towns and villages
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Woodpigeon

Resident

Odd individuals in the woods around the EcotourGemtre

Collared Dove

Common and widespread resident

Frequent in towns and villages

Turtle Dove

Common and widespread summer visitor and passagami

Small numbers seen daily, mostly migrating indiatiuand flocks

Cuckoo

Fairly widespread but scarce summer visitor, widesg and fairly common passage migrant
Seen or heard daily, mostly around the Ecotourigmt@

Little Owl

Fairly common and widespread resident

One heard near the Ecotourism Centre

Tawny Owl

Fairly common and widespread resident

Heard every night from the Ecotourism Centre

Swift

Very common summer visitor and passage migrant

Several flocks seen every day

Alpine Swift

Summer visitor

A few near Kapsalo the radio mast

Kingfisher

Scarce and local resident, common and widespreatemiisitor

Regularly seen along the Diavolorema River; on¢henSarantametros canal
Bee-eater

Widespread and locally common summer visitor argsage migrant

Seen almost daily, including an enormous flockhim Diavolorema River valley
Roller

Scarce and local summer visitor and passage migrant

Seen perched on wires along roads and over opetefad almost every day; one watched hunting near th
Sarantametros canal

Hoopoe

Fairly common and widespread summer visitor andguges migrant

Small numbers seen or heard almost daily

Syrian Woodpecker

Fairly common and widespread resident

A pair watched regularly near Dadia

Calandra Lark

Widespread and locally common resident

Occasional individuals around the Delta

Crested Lark

Common and widespread resident

Seen every day. Common and widespread in opetedeainland and along the national highway.
Woodlark

Fairly common and widespread resident

Seen regularly around the Ecotourism Centre

Skylark

Fairly common but local resident, very common andiespread winter visitor
Small numbers each Delta day

Sand Martin

Widespread and locally common summer visitor, \@mmon passage migrant
Small flocks in and around the Delta on severakday

Swallow

Very common and widespread summer visitor and g@ssagrant

Seen every day. Several pairs nesting at the Hdsto Centre

Red-rumped Swallow

Widespread and locally common summer visitor

Small numbers feeding with swallows at Anthi lageoand a pair near Dadia
House Martin

Common and widespread summer visitor
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Small flocks seen every day

Yellow Wagtail

Common and widespread summer visitor and passageumbi

Small numbers seen almost every day. All showedtaracteristics of the black-headed radetacilla flava feldegg
White Wagtail

Fairly widespread but scarce resident, common a@ddspread winter visitor
Small numbers seen daily including a pair arourdBbotourism Centre and several by the DiavolorRiaar
Alpine Accentor

Resident

A single bird seen well at the Kapsalo radio mast

Robin

Fairly common and widespread resident, very comwiater visitor.
Occasionally seen or heard around the Ecotourisntr€e
Nightingale

Common and widespread summer visitor

Seen or heard every day, including one or more srsitgging nightly behind the Ecotourism Centre
Whinchat

Scarce and local summer visitor, common passagearmnig

A pair in the Evros restricted zone

Stonechat

Common and widespread resident

A pair seen twice by the Diavolorema River

Isabelline Wheatear

Rare and local summer visitor

A male seen well at the usual location near thar@ametros Canal
Northern Wheatear

Common and widespread summer visitor and passageumbi

A single bird at the Kapsalo radio mast

Black-eared Wheatear

Common and widespread summer visitor

Seen regularly near the Ecotourism Centre; oneaps&lo radio mast
Blue Rock Thrush

Fairly common and widespread resident

One on rocky outcrop near the radio mast at Kap&sdia National Park on 9 May.
Blackbird

Common and widespread resident

Seen daily, especially around the Ecotourism Centre

Song Thrush

Scarce and local resident, very common and widespreénter visitor
One heard singing near the Ecotourism Centre

Mistle Thrush

Fairly common and widespread resident

One seen near the Ecotourism Centre

Cetti’'s Warbler

Common and widespread resident

Heard and occasionally glimpsed in damp places stiexery day
Sedge Warbler

Passage migrant and summer visitor

Heard on each Delta day and occasionally glimpsed

Reed Warbler

Common and widespread summer visitor and passagamhi
Frequently heard and seen in the Delta

Great Reed Warbler

Common and widespread summer visitor and passagami

Several heard and seen by the Sarantametros Gahal the restricted part of the Evros Delta
Eastern Olivaceous Warbler

Common and widespread summer visitor

Heard and glimpsed by Anthi Lagoons and in the Evestricted zone
Whitethroat

Common and widespread summer visitor and passagami

Seen and heard almost every day

Blackcap

Common and widespread resident
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Frequently heard and seen around Dadia; a migrégingle near the taverna in the Evros restrictew zo
Eastern Bonelli's Warbler

Fairly widespread and locally fairly common summisitor and passage migrant
Seen or heard daily, mostly in woods around thedtesm Centre
Chiffchaff

Fairly common but local summer visitor, common andespread winter visitor
Frequently heard and seen near the Ecotourism €entr

Spotted Flycatcher

Widespread and locally common summer visitor, \@mymon passage migrant
One near the Ecotourism Centre and a migratinyididal near the taverna in the Evros restrictedezon
Long-tailed Tit

Fairly common and widespread resident

Seen occasionally near the Ecotourism Centre

Blue Tit

Very common and widespread resident

Seen occasionally near the Ecotourism Centre

Great Tit

Common and widespread resident

Seen every day

Penduline Tit

Fairly widespread and locally common resident

A pair at their nest in tamarisk scrub in the riegd part of the Evros Delta
Golden Oriole

Fairly common and widespread summer visitor angguges migrant

Seen or heard daily around Dadia

Red-backed Shrike

Common and widespread summer visitor and passageumbi

Individuals and pairs seen on most days

Lesser Grey Shrike

Fairly widespread but scarce summer visitor an@auiges migrant

One seen well near the Sarantametros Canal

Woodchat Shrike

Common and widespread summer visitor

Small numbers seen every day

Masked Shrike

Scarce and local summer visitor

A pair seen well in the Diavolorema River Valley

Jay

Widespread and locally common resident

Seen every day in wooded areas

Magpie

Common and widespread resident

Seen every day

Jackdaw

Common and widespread resident

Frequently seen in towns and villages

Hooded Crow

Very common and widespread resident

Common throughout the area

Raven

Fairly common and widespread resident

One at the raptor feeding station

Starling

Fairly common but local resident, very common andiespread winter visitor
Frequently seen throughout the area in small nusnber

House Sparrow

Very common and widespread resident

Seen daily in towns and villages

Spanish Sparrow

Widespread and locally very common resident andhseinvisitor

Seen every day. Several pairs nesting in a stodss in Provatonas
Chaffinch

Very common and widespread resident and wintetorisi
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Seen every day

Serin

Fairly common and widespread resident

Seen regularly near the Ecotourism Centre and épthvolorema River
Greenfinch

Common and widespread resident

Frequently heard and seen near the Ecotourism €entr

Goldfinch

Common and widespread resident

Several seen every day

Linnet

Resident

Two near the Anthi lagoons

Cirl Bunting

Common and widespread resident

Seen every day around Dadia and elsewhere in fadwaad scattered scrub
Ortolan Bunting

Widespread and locally common summer visitor

A few near Kapsalo radio mast and in the LoutrdisHi

Black-headed Bunting

Widespread and locally very common summer visitor

Did not arrive until ¥ May; but subsequently seen in open country evegyah
Reed Bunting

Scarce and local resident, common and widespreatemiisitor
Individual birds near the Anthi lagoons and in Ehgos restricted zone
Corn Bunting

Very common and widespread resident

Very common throughout the area

Total — 152 species

Mammals

European SouslikSpermophilus citellus
Burrows seen near the Diavolorema River
Red FoxVulpes vulpes

One dead on the road near Loutros
Shrew (not identified)

One dead on the road near Dadia

Amphibians

Marsh Frog Rana ridibunda

Heard daily; seen behind the Ecotourism Centreimitite Diavolorema River
Smooth NewtTriturus vulgaris

One in a stream near the Diavolorema River

Reptiles

Hermann'’s Tortoise Testudo hermanni

Several near Dadia, one jaywalking in the LoutrdsH
Spur-thighed Tortoise Testudo graeca

One near Dadia

Balkan Terrapin Mauremys rivulata

One crossing the Dadia road near the main highway
Green Lizard Lacerta viridis

One dead on the road near Dadia

European Glass LizardOphisaurus apodus

One dead on the road near Loutros

Dice SnakeNatrix tessellata

A large individual swimming across the canal dutiing boat trip in the Evros restricted zone
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Butterflies

Scarce Swallowtaillphiclides podalirius
Small White Artogeia rapae

Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines
Clouded Yellow Colias crocea

Small TortoiseshellAglais urticae
Comma Polygonia c-album

Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta
Glanville Fritillary Melitaea cinxia
Wall Brown Lasiommata megera
Common BluePolyommatus icarus
Lesser Fiery CopperLycaena thersamon

Moths

Pine Hawk-moth Hyloicus pinastri(right)

Ecotourism Centre

Cream-spot TigerArctia villica

Ecotourism Centre and near Loutros

Giant Peacock MothSaturnia pyri

Kapsalo radio mast

Pine Processionary MothThaumetopoea pytiocampa
Larval ‘tents’ in pines near Ecotourism Centre
Speckled YellowPseudopanthera macularia
Diavolorema River valley

Other insects

Blue-tailed Damselflylschnura elegans
Evros Delta and Diavolorema River valley
Pond SkaterGerris sp

Diavolorema River valley

Rose ChaferCetoniaaurata

Diavolorema River valley

EASTERN GREECE
Plant List 2008

The list is largely of species seen in flower, amdludes many grasses and similar species

D - Dadia area generally

DA - Agricultural areas close to Dadia in the Diavelna valley
DF - Dadia Forest

DLK - Kapsalo Radio Mast area and road down to Lefkimi
DP - Back road through Pessani

L - Loutros Hills area generally
E - Evros Delta generally

ED - Drana lagoon
EA - Anthi lagoons

PteridophytegFerns and allies)
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d = dominant
a = abundant

f = frequent

0 = occasional
r =rare

| = local/locally

Id = locally dominant

co-d = co-dominant

la = locally abundant

no prefix = one record only

RDB = Greek Red Data Book of Rare and
Endangered Plants

TBD = To be determined, where precise
identification is unconfirmed or in doubt



Water fern Azolla filliculoides
Rustyback fernCeterach officinarum

Cheilanthes vellea

Bracken Pteridium aquilinum

GymnospermgConifers)
CypressCupressus sempervirens
Prickly juniper Juniperus oxycedrus

Calabrian pinePinus halapensis ssp brutia

Black pine P. nigra ssp nigra

Dicotyledons
AceraceagMaple family)
Field maple Acer campestre
A maple A. granatense

Montpelier mapleA. monspessulanum

AnacardiaceadPistachio family)
Smoke bushCotinus coggygria

Terebinth Pistachia terebintha

Sumac Rhus coriaria

ApocynaceadPeriwinkle family)
Herbaceous periwinkl&/inca herbacea

Apiaceae(Carrot family)

Thorow-wax Bupleurum sp

Hemlock Conium maculatum

Field eryngoEryngium campestre
Sea-holly E. maritimum

A yellow umbellifer Ferulago sylvatica

Fennel Foeniculum vulgare
Parsley water-dropworOenanthe
lachenalii

Orlaya Orlaya grandiflora

Perfoliate alexanderSmyrnium
perfoliatum

d-la: on fresh waterways in the Delta area

I: in shelter of rocks on Blue Rock Hill, Pessani
Road

I: in shelter of rocks on hill above centre and in
the shelter of bushes on Blue Rock Hill, Pessani
Road

d: on dry soils around centre and on woodland
edges throughout

la: in woodland near Feres

f: on alkaline grassland among the hills in forest
area

Id - co-d: in Dadia Forest

Id - co-d: in Dadia Forest

o: in deciduous woodland

0: on roadsides and in scrub in hilly areas -
usually with A. monspessulanum, Fraxinus ornus
etc

f: in scrub and deciduous woodland throughout
forest area

la: on roadside below radio mast; component of
scrubby woodland

la: conspicuous component of the scrub at the
lunch spot on the Pessani Road

La:roadside between centre and Dadia
village;conspicuous component of scrub in forest
areas

a: waste, grassy places
a: dry calcareous grassland
a: coastal sand dunes

0: shady places around centre; open woodland;
roadsides and rocky areas throughout

a: roadsides and waste places

a: widespread in dry grassland
f: on roadsides in agricultural areas

25

DF

DF

DF
DF

D

D

D, DLK

DLK

DLK

D

EA

DA
DL E
EA

DA

DLK



An umbellifer Tordylium apulum
A burr chervil Torilis tenella

Aristolochiaceae (Birthwort family)
A birthwort Aristolochia clematitis
A birthwort A. rotunda

AsclepiadaceadMilkweed family)
Silk-vine Periploca graeca

Swallow-wort Vincetoxicum hirundinaria

AsteraceadDaisy family)

A yarrow Achillea nobilis

An anthemisAnthemis chia

An anthemisA. tomentosa
Slender thistleCarduus tenuiflorus
Cornflower Centaurea cyanus

Perennial cornflowerC. triumfetti
Broad-leaved cudwee#ilago pyramidata
Star hawkbitRhagadiolus stellatus

Milk thistle Silybum marianum

A goat’s beardTragopogon dubius

A goat’s beardT. hybridus

Salsify T. porifolius

Spiny cockleburXanthium spinosum

BoraginaceagBorage family)

Dyer’s alkanetAlkanna lehmanii
Bugloss Anchusa arvensis

Alkanet A. officinalis

An Alkanet A. undulata

Pale buglossE=chium italicum

Purple viper's-buglos€. plantagineum

Purple gromwellLithospermum
purpureocaeruleum
NoneaNonea pulla

A golden dropOnosma kittanae

Brassicacea€Cabbage family)

An Alyssum Alyssum corymbosum
An Alyssum A. saxatile

An Alyssum A. sp TBD
Tower-cressArabis turrita

Bunias Bunias erucago

Hoary cressCardaria draba
Flixweed Descurainia sophia

a: dry grassland on Loutros Hills

DA

DA

under shade of scrub, lunch stop on Pessani RoadDP

I: dark purple-flowered climber on bushes on
Evros flood plain
0: roadsides, scrub

: below radio mast
: roadside near Doriskos
: roadside near Doriskos

O O o

o: arable and grassland; among rocks on Blue
Rock Hill

o: roadside below radio mast

0: track to Diavolorema river
f: roadsides and waste grassy places

garden escape, Dadia village

o: alkaline grassland; disused quarry, Loutros

RDB f: Blue Rock Hill

F: Blue Rock Hill

0: roadsides and rocky places
o: track to Diavolorema river
la: tracksides in delta area

o0: grassland and waste places
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Buxaceag(Box family)
Box Buxus sempervirens

CampanulaceaéBellflower family)

A clustered bellflowerCampanula
lingulata
Spreading bellflowerC. patula

A slender bellflowerC. spatulata

Large Venus’s-looking-glaskegousia
speculum-veneris

Caprifoliaceae(Honeysuckle family)
Dwarf elder Sambucus ebulus
Elder S. nigra

CaryophyllaceadPink family)
Corncockle Agrostemma githago
Berry catchfly Cucubalus baccifer
A pink Dianthus cruentus

A pink D. giganteus

Rose campiorLychnis coronaria

Sticky catchfly L. viscaria ssp.
atropurpurea
A sandwort Minuartia setacea

A sandwort M. greuteriana
KholrauschiaKholrauschia velutina

ParonychiaParonychia sp
Annual knawel Scleranthus annuus
Perennial knawelS. perennis
White campionSilene alba
Sand catchflyS. conica
Cretan catchflyS. cretica
Italian catchfly S. italica

A catchfly S. multicaulis

A catchfly S. viridiflora
Bladder campionS. vulgaris
Corn spurreySpergula arvensis

ChenopodiaceaéGoosefoot family)

Shrubby glassworArthrocnemum
fruticosun
Perennial glassworf. perenne

Sea-purslanétriplex portulacoides
Glasswort Salicornia europaea

o: in woodland understory

r: rocky hillside near centre

o: track to Diavolorema river; grassland in
Loutros Hills

f: roadsides around Dadia village

0: roadside below radio mast
o: lunch stop on Pessani road

0: roadside below radio mast

RDB la: rocky hillside between the Ecocentre
and Dadia village
f: dry grassland; rocky habitats

f: dry, rocky habitats, often on rocks
la: scree slope near radio mast
a: roadsides

f: rocky grassland; roadside below radio mast

: roadside below radio mast

o

a: saltmarshes and beside lagoons

Q

: saltmarshes and beside lagoons
: saltmarshes and beside lagoons
: saltmarshes and beside lagoons

S
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CistaceagSun-rose family)

Grey-leaved cistugistus incanus (=C.

creticus)
Bay-leaved cistusC. laurifolius

Sage-leaved cistu€. salvifolius

A fumana Fumana arabica
Spotted rock-roséfuberaria guttata

ConvolvulaceadBindweed family)
Field bindweedConvolvulus arvensis
Pink bindweedC. cantabrica

CornaceagDogwood family)
Dogwood Cornus sanguinea
Cornelian cherryC. mas

CorylaceagHazel family)

Eastern hornbearCarpinus orientalis
Hazel Corylus avellana

Hop hornbeamOstrya carpinifolium

CrassulaceagStonecrop family)
A stonecropSedum cespitosum
Rock stonecropS. reflexum
Navelwort Umbilicus rupestris

DipsacaceadTeasel/scabious family)
TeaselDipsacus fullonum

A scabious Knautia orientalis

A scabiousKnautia sp

A scabiousScabiosa sp

Ericaceae(Heather family)

Eastern strawberry-treArbutus andrachne

Tree-heathErica arborea

EuphorbiaceagSpurge family)
A spurge Euphorbia myrsinites
A spurge E. nicaeensis
A spurge E. seguierana

FagaceagBeech family)

Eastern beecliragus moesiaca
Turkey oak Quercus cerris
Kermes oak, holly oalQ. coccifera
An oak Q. dalechampii

a: widespread in open situations on rocky
hillsides and woodland margins
0: rocky slopes and woodland margins

a: widespread in open situations on rocky
hillsides and woodland margins

o: roadsides around Dadia village
0: rocky hillsides

f: shrubby plants in understory
f: as coppice and in understory

f: rocky places
f: rocky places
f: rocky places

r: wasteland near Evros Visitor Centre
f: widespread in alkaline grassland

o: woodland and scrub
o0: woodland and scrub

f: disused quarry, Loutros

la: widespread on roadsides and in grassland

f: scattered in understory
f: scattered in forest
f: tightly grazed bushes on Loutros Hills
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An oak Q. frainetto
Downy oak Q. pubescens
Sessile oakQ. petraea ssp medwediewii

Fumariaceae(Fumitory family)
Fumitory Fumaria officinalis

GeraniaceadCrane’s-bill family)
Common storksbillErodium cicutarium
Mallow-leaved storksbillE. malacoides

Cut-leaved crane’s-billGeranium
dissectum

Dove’s-foot crane’s-bill G. molle
Little robin G. purpureum

Small-flowered craneshilG. pusillum
Bloody crane’s-billG. sangiuneum

Round-leaved crane’s-bil.
rotundifolium

HypericaceadSt. John’s-wort family)
A St John’s-wortHypericum cerastoides

A St John’s-wortH. olympicum
Perfoliate St John’s-worH. perfoliatum
Perforated St. John’s-woH. perforatum
A (very delicate) St John’s-wort. sp

Lamiaceag(Mint family)

Blue bugle Ajuga genevensis

A deadnettleLamium garganicum
Spotted deadnettle. maculatum

White horehoundMarrubium vulgare
Bastard balmMelittis melissophyllum
A stachys Stachys cretica

Felty germandefTeucrium polium

A thyme Thymus capitatus

A thyme T. longicaulis

Leguminoseae (Papilionacea¢pea
family)
A milk-vetch Astragalus hamosus

Hairy broom Chamaecytisus hirsutus
Bladder senn&aColutea arborescens
Shrubby scorpion-vetciCoronilla emerus
A dyer’s greenweedsenista januensis

Id-la: in deciduous forest
la: forest

DF
DF

o: deciduous forest and as isolated standard trees DF

DA

o: roadsides in Dadia area and below radio mast D, DLK

0: waysides and track sides

o: roadsides in Dadia area and near Lefkimi

0: rocky hillside between the Ecocentre and D
village

O: in forest areas

white-flowered form on roadside below radio
mast

o: rough grassland

o: alkaline grassland in Loutros Hills

0: rocky hillside between the Ecocentre and D
village

0: roadsides in Dadia area

0: rocky slopes below radio mast
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Disk trefoil Hymenocarpus circinatus

A vetchling Lathyrus cicera
Yellow vetchling L. aphaca
Hairy vetchling L. hirsutus
Grass vetchling.. nissolia

Brown vetchL. setifolius
A vetchling L. venetus
Bur medick Medicago minima

Large disk medickM.orbicularis

Small melilot Melilotus indicus

Cockscomb sainfoirOnobrychis caput-

galli

An onobrychisO. ebenoides
Pitch trefoil Psoralea bituminosa

False acaciaRobinia pseudoacacia

Spanish broonSpartium junceum

Narrow-leaved crimson cloverrifolium

angustifolium

Haresfoot cloverT. arvense

A trefoil T. boissieri

Hop trefoil T. campestre

A trefoil T. globosum

A trefoil T. pilulare

Reversed cloveiT. resupinatum
A trefoil T. speciosum?
Starry cloverT. stellatum

Tufted vetchVicia cracca

Large yellow vetchV. grandiflora
Hairy tare V. hirsuta

Hairy yellow vetchlingV. hybrida
Yellow vetch V. lutea

Common vetchV. sativa agg.

A vetch V. pannonica

Fodder vetchV. villosa

Linaceae(Flax family)

Pale flax Linum bienne
Purging flax L. catharticum
Yellow flax L. nodiflorum
A flax L. tenuifolium

Loranthaceae(Mistletoe family)
Loranthus Loranthus europaeus

o: track to Diavolorema river; alkaline grassland

in Loutros Hills

o: woodland bank, track to Diavolorema river
o: track to Diavolorema river; alkaline grassland

in Loutros Hills

o: woodland bank, track to Diavolorema river;

roadside below radio mast

DA, L

ED

DLK
DA

DA

DA,

DLK

DF
D

0: dry grassland around Dadia and on the edge of D, E

the delta

D

0: dry grassland around Dadia and in the Loutros D, L

Hills

o: standard trees in Dadia area
f: waysides and rocky hillsides

f: waysides and nutrient-rich grassland

o: dry grassland

o: dry grassland on edge of the delta

o: dry grassland in the Loutros Hills

o: dry grassland in the Loutros Hills and on edge

of delta

o: track to Diavolorema river
o: track to Diavolorema river
o: track to Diavolorema river

onQuercus petraeat lunch stop on Pessani road
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D
D
D

DL
ED

DLK
EA

DLK
L, E

DLK
DA

DA

DA
DA
DA
DA
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DP



Mistletoe Viscum ?abietiIBD

Malvaceag(Mallow family)
Least mallow Malva neglecta
Common mallowM. sylvestris

Moraceae(Fig family)
Fig Ficus carica
Mulberry Morus nigra

OleaceadOlive family)
Manna ashFraxinus ornus
Wild jasmine Jasminum fruticans

Wild privet Ligustrum vulgare
Phillyrea Phillyrea latifolia

Orobanchacead¢Broomrape family)
Thyme broomrapedrobanche alba
Bedstraw broomrap®. caryophyllacea

PaeoniaceagPeony family)
Wild peony Paeonia? peregrina or
officinale TBD (cover picture)

Papaveracea¢Poppy family)
Common poppyPapaver rhoeas
White poppyP ?albiflorumlBD

PlatanaceadPlane family)
Oriental planePlatanus orientalis

PolygalaceadMilkwort family)
Tufted milkwort Polygala comosa
A milkwort Polygala sp

PolygonaceadDock family)
Curled dockRumex crispus

Primulaceae(Primrose family)

Purple loosestrife (not as UK)ysimachia
atropurpurea

RanunculaceadButtercup family)
Pheasant’s-eyé&donis sprBD
Peacock anemonAnemone pavonina
Traveller's-joy Clematis vitalba

onPopulus spn Diavolorema valley

o: track to Diavolorema river

f: around Dadia village
f: around Dadia village

f: roadside below radio mast

o: track to Diavolorema river; roadside below
radio mast

0: roadside below radio mast; widespread in
scrub and woodland

DA

DA
DA

DA

DLK

DA,
DLK, L

DF

D

o: near radio mast; Blue Rock Hill, Pessani road DLK, DP

0: roadside below radio mast; lunch stop on
Pessani road

o: grassland
r: calcareous grassland on Loutros hHills

r: beside river at Loutros

o: dry rocky grassland
0: Blue Rock Hill

o: grassland and wasteland

r: roadside between Centre and Dadia village

f: cornfield weed
0: roadside below radio mast; Blue Rock Hill
o: roadside below radio mast
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Eastern larkspuiConsolida orientalis
Forking larkspurC. regalis
Love-in-a-mist Nigella damascena

Fan-leaved crowfooRanunculus
circinatus
Lesser celandindR. ficaria

A buttercupR . gracilis

A buttercupR. gramineus?

A water crowfootR. pseudofluitans
A buttercup R. millefoliatus

A buttercup R. muricatus

A buttercup R. trichophyllus

A buttercupR. velutinus

Rhamnacead&Buckthorn family)
Christ’s-thorn Paliurus spina-christi
A buckthorn Rhamnus oleoides

RosaceaéRose family)

Eriolobus Eriolobus trilobatus

A geum Geum bulgaricum
Sulphur cinquefoilPotentilla recta

A cinquefoil Poterium verrucosum

Firethorn Pyracantha coccinea
Wild pear Pyrus caucasica

Almond-leaved pearP. amygdaliformis

Dog rose Rosa canina

Mediterranean sweet bridR. glutinosa

Bramble Rubus fruticosus
Wild service-treeSorbus torminalis

RubiaceagBedstraw family)
Crosswort Galium cruciata
Field madderSherardia arvensis

SalicaceagWillow family)

Grey poplarPopulus canescens
Black poplar P. nigra ssp nigra
Aspen P. tremulus

White willow Salix alba

ScrophulariaceagFigwort family)
Jersey toadflaX.inaria pelisseriana

A toadflax L. pelopponesiaca

o: grassland on Loutros Hills L, E

DA, L
r: track to Diavolorema river DA
EA
D, DLK
o: in woodland close to the centre D
DLK
DLK
o: in woodland close to the centre D
la: by stream on track to Diavolorema river DA
EA
DA
a: hedgerows and isolated in shrubby areas B, L,
DLK
RDB single tree on Pessani road DP
DLK

o: rocky hillside below Centre; rockyassland ir D, DLK
Loutros Hills

0: below radio mast DA,
DLK
0: roadsides in scrubby areas DA
f: trees and bushes on the roadside and in scrub DA
0: single trees or bushes beside the road D, L
f: waysides and hedgerows D
track to Diavolorema river DA
f: beside canals ED
0: roadside below radio mast D, DLK
0: roadsides, alkaline grassland D
f: grassland on edge of delta E
D
Diovolorema valley DA
D

0: rocky hillside between the Ecocentre and D DF
village
D
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Southern red bartsi®arentucellia latifolia

French figwort Schrophularia canina
Moth mullein Verbascum blattaria
A mullein V. sinuatum

Great mulleinV. thapsus

A mullein V. undulatum

Large speedwelleronica austriaca v.
austriaca

TamaricaceagTamarisk family)
Tamarisk Tamarix hampeana

Tiliaceae(Lime family)
Silver lime Tilia tomentosa

Ulmaceae(EIm family)
Elm Ulmus canescens

ValerianaceagValerian famly)
A cornsaladValerianella sp

Violaceae(Violet family)
Dwarf pansyViola (arvensis) kitaibeliana

Monocotyledons
CyperaceaéSedge family)
Divided sedgeCarex divisa
False fox sedgeC. otrubae

Sea club-rushScirpus maritimus

Iridaceae(lris family)
Wild gladiolus Gladiolus illyricus
An iris Iris attica

An iris |. orientalis
Yellow flag I. pseudacorus
An iris |. sintenisii

JuncaceagRush family)
Sharp rushJuncus acutus

Liliaceae (Lily family)
An allium Allium nigrum
Asphodel Asphodelus aestivus

0: rocky hillside between the Ecocentre and D
village

0: rocky places on Pessani Road
0: roadsides

f: roadsides

d-a: Evros delta

f: woods below radio mast

D

DLK
D, DP
D, E
DLK

DF

DLK

la: hedgerows around Dadia village and on track DA

to Diavolorema river

o: dry grassland beside track to Diavolorema river DA

Id: edges of lagoons and canals

0: rocky hillside between the Ecocentre and D
village; dry rocky places elsewhere

beside track to Diavolorema river

f-Id: close to water
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White asphodelA albus

Dragon arumDracunculus vulgaris
A grape hyacinthMuscari botryoies
Tassel hyacintiM. comosum

A grape hyacinthM. commutatum
A grape hyacinthM. neglectum
Honey garlic Nectaroscordum siculum
Star-of-BethlehenOrnithogalum
umbellatum
Butcher’s-broomRuscus aculeatus
Wild tulip Tulipa sylvestris

OrchidaceagOrchid family)

White helleborineCephalanthera
damasonium
A white helleborineC. epipactoides

Sword-leaved helleborin€. longifolia
Red helleborineC. rubra

Violet bird’s-nest-orchidLimodorum
abortivum
Mammose orchidOphrys mammosa

Lax-flowered orchidOrchis laxiflora
Lady orchid O. purpurea
Long-lipped SerapiasSerapias vomeracea

PoaceadGrass family)

Aegilops Aegilops ovata (= neglecta)
Elegant hair-grasd\ira elegantissima
Large quaking-gras8riza maxima
Drooping bromeBromus tectorum
Cock's foot Dactylis glomerata
Viviperous fescueFestuca vivipara
Wall barley Hordeum murinum
Wood melick Melica uniflora
Common reedPhragmites australis
Bulbous meadow-grasBoa bulbosa
Angel’s Hair Stipa pennata

Bearded fescué/ulpia ambigua

TyphaceagReedmace family)
Lesser reedmac@&ypha angustifolia
Greater reedmacé@. latifolia

f: Loutros Hills; grassland on the Pessani road

0: open woodland

a: dry grassind and rocky places
o: dry grassind and rocky places
o: dry grassind and rocky places

o: below radio mast ; Blue Rock Hill on Pessani

road

o: forest understory
roadverge below radio mast

DF, L

D
D
D
D
DLK
DLK, DP

DF
DLK

DLK

RDB r; extensive patch on road below radio mast

single plant on road below radio mast
0: in forest

r: small group on road verge below radio mast

r: roadside below the radio mast

f: dry grassland

f: rocky places

f: dry grassland

f: agricultural grassland

a: agricultural grassland

A: dry grassland and rocky places

f: agricultural grassland and waste places

Id: fresh and brackish water bodies

o: alkaline grassland

f: edge of canals
f: edge of canals
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ED
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DA, E



