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Photos edged brown by Helen Crowder; edged gredrelopel Hamilton.. Millau Viaduct photo from Wikedia Commons.
Front cover montage by Helen Crowder from week fig . Blue aphyllanthes, Przewalski’'s horse, exte pichic on
Mount Aigoual, meadow fritillaryHoplia caeruleabrebissheep, red-backed shrike, six-spot burnet, lundasgenove.
Below: The Dourbie valley and Nant from the Caubsé.arzac.

As with all Honeyguide holidays, £35 of the pridetloe holiday was put towards a conservation ptojecthis case for the
protection of vultures and other wildlife of the &ds Causses. This programme of habitat managecoemtined with
research, survey and education, is managed by gaelLpour la Protection des Oiseaux (LPO, the Fréioth Protection
League) in partnership with landowners. The coreém contribution this year of £35 per person wagplemented by gift
aid through the Honeyguide Wildlife Charitable Trusringing the total to £1125 from the two holidap the Cévennes. This
was combined with contributions to LPO from Honeggls Dordogne and French Pyrenees holidays, atotabof £2,405
was handed over to LPO’s Gwenaélle Plet in the dhrétyrenees.

This brings Honeyguide’s total contributions to LR@Mce the first Honeyguide holiday in France i®1%0 £12,923. The
total for conservation contributions through Hongigg since 1991 was £60,821 at September 2009.
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Cévennes, 5 - 13 June 2009 (week 1)

Day 1: Friday 5 June, Arrival

Nobody regretted leaving behind the dull Englistather when we set off on our lunchtime flight todea — despite the
prospect of a Ryanair lunch — and we were religedihd Robin McKeown from Australia, there to mest joining the
holiday at the end of her European tour. We wemns world away; buzzards, both black and redskited even a Montagu's
harrier entertained us on our drive. On the waypagsed small examples, tiny tasters, of the $aottgged limestone
landscapes that we were to explore later in thelagland we sped across the spectacular Millauadn to the Causse du
Larzac. We left the motorway and experiencedHerfirst time the carpets of colour bordering tbad: blue aphyllanthes,
yellow and white rockroses, mauve thyme, and ttst, vacky, limestone grasslands dotted with boxjangper, extending to
the distant hills. We soon arrived at la Gare Aogs, the converted railway station which was t@becharming if eccentric
base for the holiday. While Sylvain Goleo, ourthetsthe hotel, welcomed us and directed us tc@oums we waited in the
warm garden and took in the local birds: serinsggfinches, linnets and chaffinches in the treesealis and a woodlark
singing in the distance. We settled in and thethforea drink, and dinner — our first taste of theal cuisinejambon cruwith
melon, locakaucissonpasta and a spicy cabbage accompaniment. Tleseteard followed: Roquefort of course, but plenty
of others to choose from too. Finally, a beautifute aux poiresith créme anglais@appeared and orders were taken for
coffee and tisanes. One or two people enjoyetbd Bt the garden before bed and listened to sdw@ghtingales vying with
one another against the background of nocturnatinsoises.

Day 2: Saturday 6 June, Exploring the Causse arouhla Gare aux Anes & la Couvertoirade

Tired the evening before, we had agreed that aanisgd walk before breakfast on the first mornirgg wot a good idea, but
nonetheless a few early risers had been about abcbivh reported serin, cirl bunting and nightingalkein the garden with
pyramidal and man orchids along the track oppodite met for breakfast which was presided over ylyein’s partner,
Nicolas Lasne: piles of fresh bread and croissangglection of charcuterie and cheeses, fruiejaind coffee, and choices of
teas and tisanes.

After breakfast we loaded an enormous hamper imiingbus and set off to explore the surroundingelitone causse. We
turned onto a rough track that took us away froenrtiad and uphill through
light scrub and grassland, and when we got out@htinibuses we were
assailed by the powerful scent of thyme crushecutite wheels — so called
‘common’' thymeThymus vulgaris- the familiar culinary herb, though confine
in the wild to southern and western Europe. Wediatlirbed butterflies too:
Adonis blues, black-veined whitésght, on pyramidal orchidand a southern
marbled skipper; it was still early and cool enofighthem to wait around to
be examined, identified and photographed. A Bdgellarbler repeatedly
taunted us from the scattered small oaks and pinetitethroat and a
chiffchaff were singing and we watched a woodlagkia and again in its song-
flight from the tops of pine trees. A firecreshgdantalisingly close and
eventually showed itself, and three griffon vulsigave a leisurely fly-past. In
the meantime, we were also acquainting ourselvéstive vast array of plants,
many in flower: Pyrenean flax, yellow and white kagses, mountain lettuce,
butterfly orchids, pretty blue tufts of cardunceliulike a stemless knapweed -
nestling in the grass, bright yellow hairy vipagtass and little mats of felty
germander. We came upon an open area richly sedtéth pyramidal
orchids but many of them had been rooted up antuthers eaten, probably by
wild boar. We drove on up the track, a certain am@f curiosity among the
group as to where it might lead, and arrived atiliop and a strange, enormous 'pine tree', ailmpione mast in disguise.

o

Our next stop was at the nearby fortified Templdage of la Couvertoirade. Sensitively restoriedCouvertoirade is an
important relic of the significant Templar preseitéhe area in the days of the crusades. Themeresting ‘tourist’
shopping to be done, including good local crafid produce, as well as the chance to delve intatiogent history. The quiet
village is home to plenty of wildlife; ferns andldiflowers grow in the old dry stone walls whereews, starlings and swifts
nest and serins and black redstarts sing fromabfaps. A group of six griffon vultures soared dwead. The day had turned
chilly and damp so we were glad of an opporturitydoffee, and a beautifully appointed loo in amocarved out of the
ancient stone walls, before returning to the misés) passing on the way an ancient dewpond — a pearxegne— used to
provide water for the flocks of sheep that grazedhusse grassland.

Lunchtime was approaching so we drove a littlehfartsouth and again followed a track off the roambag some dramatic
rock formations. We found a sheltered corner amghuked Sylvain's hamper: piles of plates and cy#energed and then
cold roast chicken and a delicious salad of ridéwmato, pineapple and artichoke hearts, Frenead) of course and a huge
pot of Sylvain’s home-made salad dressing. Thetfeas rounded off with chunks of cheese and fpesithes.



After lunch the sun came out, and with it the biiites again, amongst them a wall brown, a turgeidikkie and several
cleopatras. We set off for a walk around the rdeily Sheltered from the sun by a box tree wenfba few Pasque flowers,
still just in flower, more butterfly orchids anduad-headed rampion. Malcolm caught the soundapfal calling and we
stopped for everyone to hear it. We lured a tatartycosa narbonensisto view from deep in its burrow, using a grass
flower head, admired the iridescence of a forestath and Suzanne found a baton blue among théirsgegtectric-blue
carpets of aphyllanthes. A ringtail harrier sdrtip from practically beneath the feet of the ilegdroup, almost certainly a
Montagu’s, but it was gone before we could be gsitee. We scattered grasshoppers and crickete asossed a scree-field
of broken dolomitic (magnesium-rich) limestone sted with the tiny tufts of Gerard’s thriftrmeria girardii, one of the
many causse endemics. The weird landscape hesestoaf bare rocky hillocks eroded so as to explosetrata from which
they are formed. Scots pines grow abundantlyjrbstunted, ‘bonsai’ forms, and provide shelterdacattering of other
flowers: the causse endemic subspecies of alpire, dise fat yellow daisy headsloiula montanaand the delicate little
cream umbellifefrinia glauca

We scuttled back to the minibuses ahead of a §gbtver and continued south, pausing to admire twatlku’s harriers
elegantly quartering the hillside, to the villagdaoPezade. The landscape is more gentle heréharsbil deeper and richer,
so a diverse meadow flora has developed and theofdatensive agriculture allows it to thrive. ids of fragrant orchids
greeted us, and we could hardly avoid walking @ntity frog orchids and the much taller man orclhiclking in the grass.
Military, lady and bee orchids were going over lizdrd and pyramidal were coming out nicely; inva# counted thirteen
orchid species there. The sky was clearing anduhecame out, so we enjoyed a beautiful evenimgjsa did the clouds of
butterflies; Glanville fritillaries and black-veidevhites were everywhere, six-spot burnet mothewadundant and we spent a
few moments watching the activity at a wood anestn It was a three-bunting spot: corn bunting,beinting and
yellowhammer, all singing for us.

We arrived back at la Gare aux Anes in time to gieaand meet for a drink before dinner, briefly goaiver some of the days’
records. Then dinner arrived: a mixed salad toppitttl crisplardons grilled trout, fresh from the local organic fitdrm, a
cheeseboard aratéme caramefo finish.

Day 3: Sunday 7 June, The Causse Noir and the Vultes of the Gorges de la Jonte

We woke to a dull and chilly morning and an ovetcky but there were a few takers for an early walke watched the
activity in the garden trees: serins and goldfirsctigting about, greenfinches doing their pretoytterfly’ song-flight and
great tits feeding young, and then we set off ltyislastwards along the quiet Sunday-morning ro&@. could hear several
nightingales, skylarks were singing all aroundjstasht cuckoo called, a blackcap was singing frbenttedgerow behind the
garden and then a superb male Montagu’s harriezaapd above the hill. We watched it for many méswtasting backwards
and forwards over the hillside, gradually gettitgser and eventually gaining height and disappgarijust in time for us to
get to breakfast.

A highly successful reintroduction programme fa¥ triffon vulture has made a big impact on thetboiogical interest in
the Grands Causses and it seemed appropriate ® onalacquaintance with the project early in thildag, so today we set
off northwards towards the famous Gorges de laeJont

In order to get there though, we can take in a rerrobother special places. After breakfast it \Wwaghter and warmer as we
drove down off the Causse du Larzac into the vadfethe River Dourbie. We drove slowly through tliee medieval town

of Nant, watching the swirling flocks of swifts ahduse martins, and a single crag martin, and fibllowed the river along

the Gorges de la Dourbie. The Dourbie is the tlirdest of the gorge-forming rivers (after thefmand the Jonte) that divide
the great limestone plateau of the Grands Causte#s component parts and the road
twists along the valley revealing beautiful viewswery turn.

At la Roque Ste Marguerite we turned uphill onte @ausse Noir. As we reached the
plateau it the top, two ravens passed in frontsoéind we caught a brief glimpse of a
harrier. The dark pinewoods that give the Caussie ilé name closed in around us
and just as we came to our first stop, a roe deetifigly appeared beside the road.
Evidence of ancient habitations is to be foundaélr the causses and here, hidden
among the pines is a beautifully construdigticiterne literally a ‘roof-cistern’, an
underground space roofed with stone tiles, foremtihg and storing water — still
perfectly maintained though hardly used. We ctddr, and occasionally caught a
glimpse of jays, a family of coal tits called frahe pines and as usual a Bonelli's
warbler sang, but refused to show itself. A whudev collection of flowers carpeted
the woodland floor. A colony of fragrant orchidspolated a ditch and in the shade of
the pines, Lesley found several red helleborinesgaming out. We found a nice
specimen of common spotted orchid and a rather figtbrchid, and then, to our
delight, a group of the causse endemic AymoninthiofOphrys aymoninii (left}- like

a fly orchid but with a yellow edge to the lobediu# lip. There was a colony of
bird’s-nest orchids under a pine tree and sheetgarfberry covering the shady rocks.
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A little further on the ruinegrieuréand church of St Jean des Balmes was the locffayur next stop. We strolled among
the tall pines and Helen (Crowder), a little ahefthe group, called us up for a perfect sight: ey crested tits but also a
group — presumably a family party — of crossbdléfeeding up in the treetops and taking no notictheir audience. We had
wonderful views, even of the huge crossed billsrning back, we enjoyed the sight of two speciewiotergreen: nodding
wintergreerOrthilia secundaand green wintergred?yrola chloranthain flower together.

It was lunchtime and we unpacked another feastd-roast lamb and salad, cheese and beautiful pigsapple, and we sat
comfortably on the old priory walls to enjoy it.

There are some fantastic viewpoints along the tbatldescends off the Causse Noir into the Gorgda donte. We stopped
at the best of them to admire the spectacular seedé¢o get an idea of the geography laid outantfof us: the confluence of
the Jonte and the more famous Tarn, the CausseMbgween and the Gorges du Tarn winding awanoit bf us. As
ever, there were one or two griffon vultures in skg above. We drove down to Peyreleau and crassedonte into

le Rozier. The Vulture Information Centre is abbwilometres up the river from le Rozier and wevad in good time for
our booked viewing of the film about the reintrotlan programme — in time to see good views of tgstfion and black
vultures overhead and, from the terrace, we alsicetiaellent views of both species on their nestsas especially exciting to
see the young black vulture teetering precarioaslits rickety-looking nest on a pine tree immeeliabpposite the viewing
platform. We went inside for the informative videeesentation and live webcam views of vulturethatfeeding station, and
for a guided tour of the museum and the viewbetyedere It is this LPO/PNC conservation project thatwere supporting
through our contributions; though directed at thiures, the knock-on effects benefit in a very meay conservation
programmes throughout the causses.

By now the sun was very hot and we were glad tditezted to the cool terrace of a little café a félemetres along the
gorge. An assortment of drinks arrived and we weaiching the crag martins below us in the gorgenwve were distracted
by a superb view of two short-toed eagles soarirey the cliffs above us. They performed beautjffulhey hovered, they
dangled their feet, they showed their pale undessidveryone had excellent views. Then one of therohed, clearly
silhouetted on the cliff, and we could all lookhéin through the telescopes. It was a perfect éhiction to this beautiful and
distinctive bird. We continued on up the gorgéhm town of Meyrueis, so that we could return hdiype different route.

This took us up onto the schists at the eastera efithe causse and onto acid rock. The vegetatianged immediately:
bracken under the pines and cistuses by the raad3Jidere were clumps of red helleborine fully antl we passed a dead red
squirrel on the roadside.

It is a slow drive home and we were ready for aldeind dinner:crudités followed by herb-roasted chicken and green beans,
then cheese, armtéme brulédo finish.

Day 4. Monday 8 June, Mont Aigoual and the True Céennes
The early risers emerged to a cool breeze frone#is¢ and optimistically thin cloud. Two cirl burds were singing at the
end of the garden and we decided to try and tragknca very enterprising melodious warbler, valigisinging a trio with two
nightingales. We failed to get a good view of thelodious warbler but after a bit of a scramblefatend ourselves in the
meadow at the end of the garden where the dewy gras supporting sleepy butterflies and moths,guest/ling up to start
the day: Adonis blues, black-veined whites, a buoompanion and
several chimney-sweeper moths.

Nicolas, as always, solicitously attended to owakfast needs,
especially strong coffee, and then disappearedtéorbgate thenétéo.
He returned with the news that the weather might iwgrove, so we
set off eastwards for our trip onto the schists gahites of the true
Cévennes, and the summit of Mont Aigoual. Ouredobk us through
the village of Sauclieres. There is a substantialrry near there and at
the quarry office in the village, they display awher of very
interesting fossils found over the years. By Far inost exciting are a
number of limestone slabs showing the footprintsesferal
crocodilian dinosaurs, of various sizes, presefrvat the muddy
shorelines of the Jurassic sea, out of which tlksmlimestone was
deposited. The finest examples are in museumshbujuarrymen
delighted in talking to us about those they stivé on showjone
pictured right).

We followed the river Dourbie upstream, stoppinigfly to admire the spectacular natural schist evglof flowers beside the
road, and a hummingbird hawk-moth on a brilliarichaof thyme. Shortly after the village of Dourbiee stopped in Laupies
for a walk beside the river. A common sandpiparigieed characteristically and flew off upstreamd @angrey wagtail
appeared for us, bobbing prettily among the bosldethe river. It is a very attractive riversidalk, past an ancient ruined
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bridge, clumps of maiden pink, spiked rampion amitevfalse helleborin¥eratrum albumup to a new bridge, which
provides an excellent platform from which to waticl tumbling river and enjoy the view; a short-t@agle was hanging in
the air above us.

A few kilometres further up the valley we cauglgtgiof white dots in the riverside meadows andrebiad down the bank to
enjoy the last few flowers of pheasant’s eye nauss The roadsides were bright pink with standbetall thriftArmeria
arenariaand the hills above the road were yellow with poggbroom.

The wind was still quite strong and the clouds waing fast so we pressed on in the hope that ightrhave some clear
weather around the summit of Mount Aigoual, or epess up through the layer of cloud. This optimvgas not justified
however, and we arrived at the summit in a bitterdaand thick, dense cloud with visibility downdadew yards. Lunch was
a fairly business-like affair, consumed in the tdrebf the buses, with eyes regularly turning uglsan the hope that the
watery sun would eventually break through or tteidk blow over. It was not to be, so we troopeet ¢o the huge castle-
like building which is the met-station, and whicassxcompletely invisible
from the car park. It was quite a surprise to finel restaurant buzzing
with activity: groups of walkers, cyclists and dappers, undaunted by
the conditions. We stoked up on hot coffee andolade and decided to
give the butterflies a miss. Slowly retracing ooute off the summit we
were able to pay our respects to the last few tiigs and elder-flowered
orchids in the grass beside the road.

It was too foggy still for a walk in the beech weatkar the top as we had
intended so we drove down below the cloud base &ftet, being cooped
up in the minibuses for a long time were glad ofaedk along the lane
leading across the river to the hamlet of Prunavéé were rewarded with
a ditch-full of robust marsh orchids, a fine shtoeed eagle hovering in
textbook style, with its legs dangling below analystg so steady that we
could watch it well through telescopes, and themBspotted a rock
bunting(left) which also obligingly stayed singing on the sawmig for the
telescopes to come into use again.

The last part of the journey was in pleasant evg@simshine. We arrived
home in time for a brief review of the days sightirand sat down to a very welcome dinner of charijtfollowed by
succulent roast pork with lentils and finally arpbgpflan.

Day 5: Tuesday 9 June, The Heart of the Causse diarzac

A blue sky welcomed us at last but we were chilyne walked along the track opposite that leads tr@ causse. We had
some very good views of a red-backed shrike perbiigidon the bushes and flying purposefully betwdem. The
butterflies were not yet ‘up’ and we found a grafifiive black-veined whites sleeping on a clumgusted vetch. A buzzard
flew over as we turned back for breakfast.

We drove down through Nant again (we were due pboez it later in the week) and turned up onto & part of the Causse
du Larzac. A rough track leads to a radio mastani$olated farm and we drove along it towardgdipeof the causse,
dropping off a group of ‘striders’ on the way. \Warked at the edge of the wood and the rest dftuslled’ on through the
flowery grassland, disturbing butterflies, grasgbems and other insects along the way. The stretsoa caught up and we
enjoyed the spectacular view from the cliff toped@oking Nant and the Dourbie valley, with the needl village of
Cantobre perched on a rocky outcrop between thebd®and its tributary, the Trévezel. We couldrteeeep bells in the
distance and as we walked on a cirl bunting andrseBi’'s warbler sang a charming duet, giving dseipful opportunity to
compare their songs. We managed a brief viewetth bunting in the telescope before it flew offle walked on to the
song of blackcaps and woodlarks, with the air hesitly the scent of Etruscan honeysuckle, now ihffalver. We came to a
little natural pool in the rocks, where clay haswnoulated and impeded the drainage, and watchdéddvoad-bodied chaser
and southern hawker dragonflies whirling round nid among the rushes. Near the pool, a fine sertaoufiower was
hosting a group of black and red bugaphosoma italica

The path carries on through sheltered grasslandeattered bushes. Barry went in search of ativelugarbler that kept
tantalisingly out of sight but at last reveale@lt@s a subalpine warbler. There was evideneehdf) population of orchids in
the grass, sadly mainly over, but we found recapieslady orchids, military orchids, man orchidselorchids, an early
spider orchid and a woodcock orchid. Then a detiglirran found a fine clump of violet limodore.

We drove on, into the heart of the Causse du Latpatie hamlet of Montredon. Here, we visitecharming stone-paved
lavogne set among the scattered bushes which now, witindihed grazing, are all too abundant on the @au3se water
was alive with movement: water boatmen, pond skatad tadpoles, with long strings of toad spawetaiting round the

edge. A small grass snake swam across and ludkedwhile near some emergent rushes, stretchsrigeitd up above the
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water to show the yellow patches on each sidesofatk; there was plenty for it to eat. We toalkcktof the general
surroundings of thtavogne we would be returning that evening in the questightjars.

Yet further into the Causse du Larzac, miles frarywehere, lies the Ferme Auberge Jassenove. Wédalced lunch there
and arrived in good time for aperitifs in the suryayden. Catherine and Renaud Galtier welcomedansly and chatted as
we relaxed and sharpened our appetites. In duseowe were ushered into the dining room and begafeast, everything
fresh and organic and supplied either from thei@saltfarm or from those of neighbours on the causa terrine with a
delicately dressed salad was followed by a peRecfuefort soufflé. For the meat course we hadesiguabrebis the local
lamb, so important to the long-term maintenancehefcharacter of the causse (and the producereahilk for Roquefort
cheese), and this was accompanied by a casseroleashy potatoes. The cheeses were all local: &oruandtome de
brebis(made in Montredon) and little local goat’'s chees&hen we finished with a delicious fruit flamdacoffee in the
garden. The options after lunch were for a snaoziee sun, in the exceptionally comfortable gardeairs, or a walk around
the Galtiers’ extensive estate guided by Renawgtber with his father, who had managed the fardhemtablished the
restaurant many years ago. In spite of the tenoptaalmost everyone elected to go for a walk!

The Jassenove land consists of a large area ofituband secluded causse, with huge rocky outc(tps dolomitic
limestone formations known as ruiniform reliefs &ese of their likeness to ruined buildings), gragesbsland and open
scrub and woodland. Our first target was an underglciternewith a beautifully vaulted roof. We peered intomly to see
the perfect inverted reflection of someone elseipgen from the other end. The grazed turf waslded with flowers: blue
flax, white daisies, yellow alyssum, thrift, catiié$, wild strawberries, cow-wheat, butterfly ords$ii the list went on and on.
The Galtiers showed us a rock that had been sbudightning in a recent storm and a huge bouldef fallen and shattered
below. An enormous twisted pine had assumed ttme & a tent and was enclosed by box bushes. A-sbed eagle circled
overhead as our walk brought us back to the holrsgenwe collected the others, now rested, thankddsaid goodbye to our
hosts and moved on.

A few kilometres further on lies the hamlet of Rsumes,
where huge recesses in the cliff faabr{s) have been
walled in to form a troglodyte house, known to haeen
inhabited since at least the middle ages. We had
permission to explore the now abandoned dweliigit)
and we could see evidence of many generations of
complex internal constructions. There were theaiesof
defence structures too, known as machicolations: the
entrance, the wall protruded and holes had beén lef
through which stones (or worse) could be dropped on
intruders. Griffon vultures were soaring aboveruthe
perfect blue sky, we had a lovely view of a shoset
eagle and at last, we heard the characteristioathi
chioau’ of a chough, though without catching sighit.

Les Baumes is separated from the neighbouringgéltaf
St Martin du Larzac by two or three kilometres efw
exposed causse — to sun in summer and to cold winds
even snow in winter. So, in the middle ages, oreoto
protect travellers and livestock moving betweenviiages, a double box hedge was cultivated tanfarsheltered tunnel.
Much of thisbuissiérestill remains intact and is now well maintainestriders set off from les Baumes to follow thisiant
track and a minibus-load of strollers drove roum&t Martin to meet them at the other end.

We had arranged a ‘light’ dinner at la Gare aux#twetake account of the Jassenove lunch, and iByvaduced a lovely
quiche and salad — though in very generous quesititihen after coffee we returned toldnegneat Montredon arriving a
little after sunset. The first out of the minibasgossed the lane to take up positions besiditiognehoping to catch a
glimpse of a nightjar coming down to drink. Thegrded a leveret, which darted off down the roddhe rest of the party
were hardly out of the minibuses before we heaeditst nightjar, clearly calling from fairly closéWe all settled down as
comfortably as possible and listened: nightingaled blackbirds were the principal songsters, witithkcaps and a distant
song thrush. It was a beautiful, calm eveningtlede were nightjars churring all round us, somefeay, some closer and
some moving around, but sadly none of them candeitd at the lavogne and as the darkness deeperedecided to return
home.

Day 6: Wednesday 10 June, Caves, Steppes and Herem the Causse Méjean

After yesterday’s late night we decided to give ¢hely walk a miss. But it was fine and sunny asassembled for breakfast
and discussed the irony of spending the morningrgrdund. It was good to have the bright weatbetHe drive along the
Gorges de la Dourbie and we turned right in la Ro§te Marguerite to follow the tiny narrow lanettleads up a side valley
straight onto the Causse Noir. Then it was sttadglivn again, and along the Gorges de la Jontéfipasultures (there they
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were, wheeling around above us) and up onto a taindse, the Causse Méjean. lts very differente piairie-like character
was immediately obvious, but that was for latewur @rst stop was for an 11.30 visit to the faméwusen Armand, a cavern
large enough to accommodate Notre Dame Cathe@rad.English-speaking guide took us down a tunnel little train and
we alighted onto a gallery overlooking the cavestoty. This awe-inspiring space is very sensitiyagsented, with subtle
lighting allowing the extraordinary structures feeak for themselves. There are more stalagmites-hever 400 — than in
any other known cave in Europe. Our guide gavanuaccount of the discovery of the Aven, explaitredchemistry and
geography of the formation and was happy to fielliarrage of technical and historical questiohs we were the only
group in the cave at the time he also gave us acalagxperience, without warning, by turning ow tights, leaving only the
faint shaft of daylight from the original hole inet roofl We came away with minds and cameras kbad#h images.

On the surface again there was time for some shgmpid Edward’s expertise in gemstones was putp good use in the
choice of necklaces and pendants. There wasialedor refreshments at the café while we watchegths and a black
redstart and searched in vain for the quail thatetdd hear calling persistently in the nearbydiel

Our next destination was a lunch spot and on theweastopped to watch a group of three black Kitesting over a freshly
cut hayfield, being pestered by two red kites. &&kected a hilltop where we could get off the raad which commanded a
360° view over the surrounding steppe so that vutdckeep a look out for more raptors. However,enappeared and we ate
another excellent picnic and drove on.

A triangular walk connects three villagésg trois hameaygxand we decided to divide up again into ‘stridensd ‘strollers’.
Robin led the striders along two legs of the walklerRachel led the strollers along the third. ithd minibus juggling
completed the arrangements.

Walking from Drigas to le Buffre the striders wéinst attracted to a large number of assorted blutterflies flying

vigorously in the flower-rich turf. A male northewheatear appeared and then Peter spotted a taaledared wheatear and
we all had a superb view — for perfect comparisbran had wandered away from the path and encathgecolony of
military orchids, some still in reasonable conditicAs we walked among them, we found lots of tkeehnes endemic
Ophrys aymoninitogether with burnt-tip orchids and further onfwand some bushes of wild lavender growing bedige t
path. Barry and Sally, who had strolled off thecik, called us over to show us a patch of one-ftediavintergreen growing at
the edge of a pinewood. We reached the villade Buffre, our halfway point and we watched a redied shrike, and then
both a brimstone and a small tortoiseshell, a scspecies in Britain recently. We passed a bedldifognewhere swallows
were drinking and damselflies, broad-bodied chagedssouthern hawker dragonflies all hunted ovemthater. There was
more one-flowered wintergreen further on and amogheup of Aymonin’s orchid. Eventually we foundravay down to
Hares where the two groups were reunited.

In the meantime the strollers set off from Hlre=gring in mind that the village was known for itgpplation of rock
sparrows. We were not disappointed, and found tiging between the trees, a pile of stones dedtecity wires behind
the church. An astonishing display of Venus's ogkglass fringing a cornfield captured our attentand we strayed along
its edge looking for other arable weeds: poppiedstraws and scarlet pimpernel. Among the flowétke rocky turf, the
butterflies were very active and, far from beingktrs, Helen (Crowder) and Edward leapt aboubtieir butterfly nets
after fritillaries and blues. The most satisfagtoapture was a purple-shot copper, unmistakahls forilliant colouring. The
dry stone walls sheltered green hellebore and strét, the electric blue false sainfoin and paddow Urospermum There
were tiny sour fruits on the wild gooseberry antbadul banks covered in the mauve of the fine-Edhtufted vetclicia
tenuifolia We passed a surprisingly large quarry, minirgltimestone into stone blocks for building, and dwa clary and
wild thyme sprawled on the piles of rock and saugtlizards disappeared among the stones. Buésriccompanied us all
the way: black-veined whites, scarce and commoriewtails, coppers, small heaths, pearly heathippsks, blues and
fritillaries. At last we came to the village ofiDas where Helen (Cox), resting a strained bacit,ldeen watching swallows
and martins gathering mud for their nests in a prbdside the road. We retrieved the minibus andedon to Hdres, and the
other group.

A trip to the vast expanse of the Causse Méjeantisomplete without visiting another great reidtrotion project. This
time, it is the wild Przewalski's horses of Mongalabove)that are being raised on the steppe-like plateauniell thought
through breeding programme that is allowing siguifit numbers of horses to be returned to the widongolia. A huge
area of causse is enclosed and the horses runfaiilg,remote from people and forming family graupWhen these are
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established, whole families can then be returngtgavild, but in the meantime they make a bealusifyht quietly moving
about and grazing on the grassy slopes.

During the sunny day, the dominant grass over nafithe causses, especially abundant on the Cauégah had been
coming out. This is the feather graSsipa pennataknown in French asheveu d’angeangel’s hair We took a minor road
that leads across the causse towards the Jontceosk the steppes covered in feather grass, seehzould enjoy it at its
best as it turned the whole plateau silver in thenéng sunlight. We soon joined the main road @éme down into
Meyrueis, up again onto the eastern edge of thes$gadu Larzac — where we passed several red-babki&ds and a lucerne
field full of cornflowers, down into Tréves at thead of the Gorges du Trévezel, up onto the CaBsgen, down to St Jean
de Bruel in the Dourbie valley and finally onto tBausse du Larzac where, just before we arrivedehera had a good view
of a cuckoo as it flew close alongside the minilsuse

Sylvain did a little research before dinner as las wlanning to offer a traditional Aveyronnais didtstuffed tripe, and the
English attitude to tripe was well known! Half theoup were ‘up for it’ and very good it was to®he rest had roast chicken.
But before that, Sylvain had prepared deliciogsfs cocottand the meal was rounded off with a fruit tart.

Day 7: Thursday 11 June, Nant, Cantobre and the Dobie

The weather looked unsettled again but we optio@8ti persuaded ourselves that it was brighteniomfthe south-east. The
family group of linnets in the garden was gettingrenvocal and active by the day and we watched #rgics while we
deliberated where to go, summoning up the energjride up to the top of the hill opposite. Skiggaand woodlarks
accompanied our walk and we had nice views oftxiriting, yellowhammer and red-backed shrike. Atkibttom of the hill
we found the entrance to our very oawen unromantically protected by an old wooden palketcuckoo and a quail were
calling, a stonechat was flitting about and we #asvfourth woodpigeon of the week. At the sumihig, short turf was
exquisite with delicate flowers, dwarfed by the es@d conditions: the charming delicate pink evérigglower
Xeranthemum inapertuncovering a large apparently disturbed area viith plants, and several patches of the fragrant
yarrow,Achillea odorata We arrived back puffed, and late for breakfast,to the usual warm welcome and perfect coffee
from Nicolas.

The River Dourbie was our focus today. We drowerdinto Nant and then the group dispersed to egploe little town

while Robin and Rachel delivered a minibus to tireeind of our walk along the river. A vast flodkswifts, with house and
crag martins, was feeding over the town park aachftime to time birds could be seen flying up teitmests under the eaves
and in the roofs of the tall town houses. Somefeeuisited the beautiful Romanesque church wHerea euro-in-the-slot,
your tour can be accompanied by a very approp@&ief organ music. Lesley went in search of sopeesl French candle
lamps and then she and Suzanne took themselvdswiff the enticing narrow streets to revel in thepailt character of a
France that we can now seldom find. The very imftive visitor centre, housed in a former churatupied some in a very
useful geology and local history lesson. Plapeterieprovided a useful source of books, maps, souvanidgspostcards, and
finally there were refreshments to be had undeatt@ent stone arches of the old market.

We walked (or drove) down to the old bridge, wheeestood looking down on the river with, below agjipper, a white
wagtail and a pair of grey wagtails feeding threangsters. Swallows and martins were gathering amadwe left Helen
(Cox), whose back was still giving her trouble,witienty to watch beside the river.

The river walk started along a well-made track tigio farmland, with

wild gladioli flowering among the corn, and goaisard and birthwort

beside the track and, to Robin M’s delight, a biéallyt developed

lizard orchidfor her to examine at close quarters, and smedl Helen

had been urging everyone to do in order to maksesehthe French

nameorchis bouc- billy goat orchid. The hillside beside the kés

terraced and the stone walls were encrusted witlsfeustyback and

maidenhair spleenwort. Then the track climbedampss a rocky spur

and we found yellow-wort, stonecrops and fragrambh. As we

moved into the welcome shade of beech and downyaohlackcap and

a nightingale were singing, a spotted flycatch¢osaa branch and we

found some pine marten droppings containing sewé@iry stones.

Green hellebore, spurge laufabht) — its black berries glistening in the

damp air — the spotted leaves of lungwort (thisspebies a Cévennes

endemic) and the bold pink flowers of red helleberibastard balm and

knotted crane’s bill. Further into the wood adirest and a nuthatch were singing. The path nauh fields again as we
approached our destination, with a buzzard cabivey the cliffs across the valley, and as we walitedn to the river, we
found a striped hawk-moth. The drivers left theugr to scan the river from the bridge and went iadkant to retrieve the
other minibus, with Helen (Cox), Sallie and Humphr8allie delighted at having found a dipper at\tamt bridge. Then we
gathered everyone up and drove a little furtherrkiveam to Cantobre Bridge, and our picnic.



We ate our picnic beside the river, where the entogists had a busy time with Adonis blues, cadli#s, a southern white
admiral, banded demoiselles and a beautiful pirkystlow moth which Humphrey identified &hodostrophia calabraas
well as a bright green crab spider, foolishly tgyte hide in wait for its prey on a pink scabious.

After lunch we made our way — some on foot and smn@eminibus — through some rather radical roadwaip to Cantobre, a
tiny medieval village perched strategically, andlpasly, on a rocky outcrop at the confluenceweb tgorges, the Dourbie and
the Trévezel. Cantobre has been well cared forstihidhas a few inhabitants of many decades’ stamdThe flower that is
the symbol of the causse, therdabelle is pinned, for good luck, to nearly every doorwahe wildlife is abundant and
confiding, with swifts at their nests in the clif&side our path, black redstarts singing from tiedtops, lizards scuttling in the
dry leaves and the rocks covered with flowers &keatural rock garden. We took the circular patind the village: elder
trees looking wonderful in full flower, delicate Mipellier maple fruits beginning to colour and shaocks covered in
polypody ferns. There was another little Romanestjwrch to see with a southern speckled woodngsihe flowers in the
garden outside. We sat on the seat in front otthugch to enjoy the view and looking up, we wattheblack kite, then
repaired to théuvettefor welcome drinks and ice creams, with a cle@p#iyting among the tables.

We had another evening activity planned so dinres early: a salad gdmbon cry wonderfulconfit de canardollowed by a
mouth-wateringchocolat fondantand we returned to the Cantobre Bridge for atc®ck appointment with Paul Knapp.
Paul has been the resident naturalist at the t@rapsite for many years and has made a study gfdpelation of beavers
that has recently re-established itself (with tltecd some controlled reintroduction) in the DowrbiThere is a beaver family
with territory just below the bridge and we setayp telescopes and waited on a track overlookiegitrer. Perfectly on cue,
an excited whisper from Paul and we could see waimming beside the bank. It came right past usthed climbed out,
scrambled up the bank opposite and began to chearah off a small willow tree. After a while, theanch was free, the
beaver tugged it down and into the water and weleat as it towed it up stream, into the sheltesoohe overhanging
branches and out of sight. What a view! We waitedome time after that and occasionally caugititof another animal,
grooming itself, feeding and swimming short disesicWe were well satisfied, though, with the fiigtw and went home
content, but not before several people had boughed copies of the new Crossbill Guide to the @ées, of which Paul is a
co-author.

Day 8: Friday 12 June, South across the Causse darzac to Lapanouse and the Roquefort Caves.

The last full day of the holiday dawned with a atass sky and we walked along the path oppositedsat four fields, all of
which had quails calling in them. Two or perhdp®e nightingales were singing too, one at leashfthe Gare aux Anes
garden and a couple of cirl buntings performeduor Wherever we looked on the meadow, black-veivigites — dozens of
them — were warming up in the sunshine and botladkynd woodlark were singing.

We set off across the Causse du Larzac to the wegiyds the edge of the causses. We drove thrddghpitalet du Larzac,
another in the sequence of Templar and Hospiteillaiges dating from the $land 12' centuries. The Cernon rises near
I'Hospitalet du Larzac, flows westwards through Western edge of the Causse du Larzac
and then turns north into the Tarn, below Millae followed the Cernon valley first
through Ste Eulalie de Cernon, one of the Temmarmanderies and then through
Lapanouse de Cernon. We crossed the village my atone bridge and drove up onto the
hill to the south of the village. Here we encouetka more or less disused railway line,
(part of the line that used to pass la Gare auxsfard a derelict railway station (very
much like the buildings at la Gare aux Anes).

We parked under the shade of some magnificent éneés blackcap was singing brilliantly
from the top of &Robiniatree, in full view for us all to see it well. Thetterflies were
fantastic and Humphrey, Sue, Helen and Edward tikafi¢o see what was about. There
were plenty of meadow browns and pearly heathshguspotted and marbled fritillaries
caused most excitement. Rachel and Robin hadtiaydar mission and, in the shelter of
some blackthorn bushes close to the railway liney found the last few specimens of the
endemic Aveyron orchid, a very pretty and deliagirys,Ophrys aveyronensis (lefstill

in good condition.

We crossed the railway line and carried on aloegwhkll-used track up the hill. This little
valley at Lapanouse is well known for its orchidsl dor its butterflies. The orchids were certaipgst their best but the other
flowers were wonderful. Burnt-tip, pyramidal armzhkd orchids were taking over from the earldgrhrysandOrchis species,
though there were still some butterfly orchids arféw military orchids were hanging on. Wild rosesre coming out,
including the apple-scented sweet-briar; crocusddasalsifyTragopogorcrocifoliuswas looking beautiful with its terracotta
and yellow flowers. The majestic umbellifer, setmtainLaserpitium sileiwas clearly very attractive to insects: Helen (Cox
found ten six-spot burnet moths and a transpanemmelh on a single sermountain infloresce(reext page)and all sorts of
other insects were out in force. We had a verydgoew of a southern white admiral and the grasklaas dotted with
fritillaries, skippers and blues. There were rolafers on the brambles and we found a matinggbdmghorn beetles whose
realistic mimicry of wasps must surely have detpetential predators. Long-tailed tits were cglfrom the trees and then
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a new call drew our attention to a pair of crediisdn a pine tree. They searched for food amtbegoranches, giving us
excellent views. We also heard a firecrest singamgl eventually got a superb view of that as well.

We set off back to the minibuses for lunch. A Etenouple drew up in a car and asked if we coulectlithem to the
‘special’ orchid; we showed it to them, they photgghed it and went away happy! And we sat dowthéncool shade to
enjoy our last Gare aux Anes picnic, though Humplared Sue could hardly be torn away from theirdutif identification to
find time to eat.

Roquefort production and theebissheep which supply the milk from which it is made vital to the whole culture,
economy and ecology of the fragile causse. So kfteh we followed a tiny road along the prettyr@mn valley and, at

St Rome de Cernon joined the main road leadingoguifort, the final scheduled destination of thikday. There were half
a dozen griffon vultures overhead as we arrivati@Papillon Cave where we were booked on a 2 ckclour. Papillon is
one of only eight establishments entitled to ugerthime ‘Roquefort’ for the distinctive blue chee¥ée watched films
demonstrating the historical and present-day mawurfa of the cheese, from management obiiedis production of the
Penicillium culture that gives the blue veining, preparatind maturing of the cheese, before touring the Ctvese some of
the processes in action. At the end of the tourweee invited to taste cheeses and then we weeetattluy them to take
home in special insulated packs.

The route back from Roquefort took us across tmtlgendulating western edge of the Causse du kcaana, near to

Ste Eulalie we were brought to a halt by a flockafrteen black birds which turned out, at lasthéochoughs. We watched
them playing elegantly in the air currents, andttieey settled on some rocks and we could lookettin the telescopes
while they strutted about and preened. At thisipdhere was a division of interests, with oneibus-load keen to have
another stop or two on the causse while a secangpgras interested in a visit to the Templar Conuleay at Ste Eulalie.
The causse group lingered near the choughs andhedatctawny pipit silhouetted on rocks on the skyknd then moved on
to stop again on a pretty, rocky hillside, to enflog late afternoon insects and flowers. The Stalie group briefly explored
the beautifully restored fortified village, with whis said to be the only church in Christendomnettee altar is at the west
end. (In 1641, the then Commander, annoyed bedheasgllagers’ route to the church passed througlcburtyard, had the
altar moved and a door opened in the east ende) Stdr Eulalie group also managed a brief stopefioeshment.

Sylvain had kindly invited us all to have an apéviith him and Nicolas before dinner which, weatpermitting, was to be a
barbecue. So we all gathered in the evening soeshhile the delicious smells of the barbecue veafieer to us. When all
was ready, we went indoors to enjoy our perfealgked steaks and chops.

After dinner, Robin and Rachel had a little sumpfisr the group as the previous evening they hadddheir way to their
room unexpectedly illuminated. So we trooped offtte old signal-box and found two glow-worms shinbrightly at the
foot of the wall. For several people it was asffir

Highlights

As is customary at the end of a Honeyguide Holidang especially as this was the first Honeyguidéddg in the Cévennes,
we were very keen to hear from everybody which mushéhey would remember as highlights of the week.

Barry
A place: Aven Armand — this was beautifully preseihcompared with so many caves; a bird: sead@nd black kites
together; a plant: the three different wintergiee

Edward
Seeing the large tortoiseshell, now almost exiimthe UK.

Peter
The dinosaur footprints, and their remarkable sinty to the footprints of birds 100 million yedeger.
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Fran
Many, many, many memorable moments, the sunny rgeom the first day in the orchid meadow at la Bez¢éhe beavers;
the nightjar evening — no nightjars but such a peaatmosphere.

Helen (Cox)
The beautiful views of the wild horses; the quaesiof wild flowers everywhere compared with what kave become used to
at home.

Helen (Crowder)
Jassenove — the French lunch and being shown tbeirdand afterwards; the blue aphyllanthes ewbere; the butterflies
at Lapanouse ; getting an excellent view of a sto@tl eagle sitting on the cliff above the Jonte.

Humphrey

The flowers: the staggering colour of the blue dlainyhes, the fields full of all sorts of colouhgt variety of orchids; the
birds, especially the short-toed eagle, not seéordethe butterflies, especially wood white, orfiehe species that started his
interest in butterflies 75 years ago, and the neafffiitillary.

Lesley
The privilege of being one of the first Honeygugles come to this wonderful area; Aven Armand, egly the stalagmites
and the moment when we were plunged into darkrlesspectacular colours of the cleopatras; thénedidborines.

Malcolm
Discovering a fantastic area of France - valleys mountains and sense of space; birds: when Hgpletted the crossbills
and crested tits; the best ever butterflies; faméastic flowers, especially the sermountain.

Robin (McKeown)

Relief at the start of the holiday to find that heggage space in the back of the Renault Trafiubuoses was big enough to
take her luggage; the lizard orchids, first in bioen in full flower with all their ‘wonderful cuylthings’; the six-spot burnets
on top of the sermountain; the wild horses, jus those in cave paintings in the Dordogne.

Sallie
The dipper — especially because they found it tledwves; the wonderful colours and quantities arrietsa of flowers and the
butterflies on them; the crossbills — a remindethe picture in the Observer’'s Book of Birds yeag®.

Sally
The beautiful wild horses; Aven Armand with itsagities of stalactites and stalagmites; the nurobdifferent insects on
the sermountain; fields full of such a varietyflofversen masse.

Sue

The spectacular scenery and winding roads; thet Migoual ‘experience’; plants — many, but espkbgidne gromwell;
butterflies — marbled fritillary was wonderful, bile twin-spot fritillary was the most excitingjrds: the combination of
crossbills and crested tits.

Suzanne
Three things: the multitude and multiplicity of bids; the incredible mediaeval villages — so mafithem and so close
together; the beavers — a first encounter wigmth

Rachel
Seeing three wintergreens; the wonderful viewheftheavers; being shown the grounds at Jassegdhe Baltiers; having
the chance to share our special part of Franceexplerienced naturalists like Honeyguiders.

Robin (Hamilton)
The best sighting ever of beavers; the wondeiiws of short-toed eagles; showing our friendsfauourite part of France
— and finding that they like it.

Day 9: Saturday 13 June, The Cirque de Navacellesd the Mediterranean

It was another hot, cloudless day as we prepartshte la Gare aux Anes. The birds were singingthe butterflies were
busy in the garden. Sylvain and Nicolas wavedftiara we headed east towards Alzon, and then tptbe Causse de
Blandas. At a brief stop on the causse someomarbésl a leveret which ran off along the road amded into a field. Sue
went off with her butterfly net and returned triunamt with an Amanda’s blue, and on a bush justébéas beside the road,
a large raptor turned out to be a short-toed eagle.had fantastic views of it as it took off, ¢&@d above us and then soared
and hovered against the clear blue sky. We stoppgtat the viewpoint on the lip of the CirqueNtevacelles, a magnificent
landform created from a deeply incised meandenénGorge de la Vis where, in addition, an oxbovelaks formed and
silted up, leaving the only genuinely fertile laiod many, many miles. We followed the steep roadmlto the village and
the river Vis at the bottom of the cirque, wheredts the profusion of insects that caught our @ger We followed a lesser
purple emperor beside the river where lots of hedutemoiselles, a broad-bodied chaser and a golged dragonfly were all
hunting over the water. All the low vegetationideghe river was dotted with jewel-like blue chabeetledHoplia caerulea.
We walked along the riverside path and crossealthéridge, enjoying the view and listening to Hueatchy song of a
subalpine warbler. There were fishermen aftetrtwat that we could see lurking among the stonekssavimming vigorously

12



just to stay still in the fast-moving water. We sader the trees and ate our picnic lunch and wWestrooped off to the café
for coffee and ice creams before heading southwiardse last leg of the journey to Montpellier.

We drove up out of the Cirque at the southern emtithen carried on southwards, leaving the causkmd and joining the
A75 near Lodéve. From there, the journey took &bathour, but not without the inevitable grim duirts of Montpellier.
However, we were there in good time, spent a fenuteis reconnoitring the airport departure arrangesngnd then drove a
little way along the coast to the Etang de Mauguiibis was a very different world. We were welcohiy a party of about
thirty flamingos, quietly feeding just offshore.nAvocet was scuttling nervously along the far baitk a shelduck and two
oystercatchers nearby. At least three little egneade an appearance and a few common terns wierg dlbout and fishing in
the shallow water. A grey heron stalked slowlyngl@t the bottom of the reeds and we had a niepdbt of a purple heron.
There were a lot of gulls about, mostly yellow-ledgand black headed; we looked in vain for Mediteean. Then, as we
had turned to go back to the minibuses, a sleniledigull flew by.

It didn’t take long to get back to the airport, lpéiie minibuses (ready for Robin and Rachel toeddsck to la Gare aux Anes
to prepare for the second group). We had timefadrink and found ourselves sitting down at 6.3thaairport restaurant for
a very satisfactory final dinner together. Evemyovent in relays to check in and then, after aifely meal we bade farewell

to Robin M, heading for a Montpellier hotel on keay back to Australia, before the rest of the grdigappeared up the
escalator to fly back to Stansted.

Birds

Little egret

Grey heron
Purple heron
Flamingo
Shelduck
Mallard

Griffon vulture
Black vulture
Short-toed eagle
Red kite

Black kite
Montagu’s harrier

Common buzzard
Kestrel

Red-legged partridge
Quail

Oystercatcher
Avocet

Common sandpiper
Black-headed gull
Slender-billed gull
Yellow-legged gull
Common tern

Rock dove/feral pigeon
Woodpigeon
Collared dove

Turtle dove

Cuckoo

Nightjar

Swift

Hoopoe

Species Lists Week 1

Latin Name

Egretta garzetta
Ardea cinerea

Ardea purpurea
Phoenicopterus ruber
Tadorna tadorna
Anas platyrhynchos
Gyps fulvus
Aegypius monachus
Circaetus gallicus
Milvus milvus

Milvus migrans
Circus pygargus

Buteo buteo

Falco tinnunculus
Alectoris rufa

Coturnix coturnix
Haematopus ostralegus
Recurvirostra avosetta
Actitis hypoleucos
Larus ridibundus

Larus genei

Larus cachinnans
Sterna hirundo
Columba livia

Columba palumbus
Streptopelia decaocto
Streptopelia turtur
Cuculus canorus
Caprimulgus europaeus
Apus apus

Upupa epops

Great spotted woodpeckerDendrocopos major

Skylark
Woodlark
Crag martin

Alauda arvensis
Lullula arborea
Ptyonoprogne rupestris

Notes

Three at Etang de Mauguio

One at Etang de Mauguio

One at Etang de Mauguio

Ca thirty at Etang de Mauguio

One at Etang de Mauguio

One on the Jonte at le Rozier

Several seen every day throughout the region. r8enests at le Truel
An adult overhead and a young bird on the nest @tuel

Good views almost every day throughout the region

A few between Rodez and Sévérac le Chateau; twiheoausse
Méjean

Several between Rodez and Sévérac le Chateau;ahithe Causse
Méjean; one at Cantobre

One between Rodez and Sévérac le Chateau; onéar@are aux
Anes; one near la Couvertoirade and one near Desirbi

A few seen every day

A few seen every day

One near le Truel; a few on the Causse du Larzac

A few heard almost every day throughout the region

Two at Etang de Mauguio

One at Etang de Mauguio

One on the Dourbie at les Laupies

Several at Etang de Mauguio

One at Etang de Mauguio

A few at Etang de Mauguio

A few at Etang de Mauguio

Seen occasionally in towns and villages

Occasional in wooded areas

Frequently seen in villages

Seen or heard almost daily

Seen or heard almost daily

Heard at Montredon

Several seen every day

Seen or heard on most days

One in the Gorges de la Jonte

Several seen every day

Several seen every day

Common in gorges and occasionally in villages
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Swallow
House martin
Tawny pipit
White wagtail
Grey wagtail
Wren

Dipper

Robin
Nightingale
Black redstart
Stonechat
Northern wheatear

Black-eared wheatear

Song thrush
Mistle thrush
Blackbird
Blackcap
Whitethroat

Subalpine warbler
Melodious warbler

Bonelli's warbler
Chiffchaff
Goldcrest
Firecrest
Spotted flycatcher
Great tit

Coal tit

Blue tit

Crested tit
Long-tailed tit
Nuthatch
Red-backed shrike
Magpie

Jay

Jackdaw
Red-billed chough
Carrion crow
Raven

Starling

House sparrow
Rock sparrow
Chaffinch

Linnet

Goldfinch
Greenfinch
Serin

Crosshbill
Yellowhammer
Cirl bunting
Rock bunting
Corn bunting

86 species

Hirundo rustica
Delichon urbica
Anthus campestris
Motacilla alba alba
Motacilla cinerea
Troglodytes troglodytes
Cinclus cinclus
Erithacus rubecula
Luscinia megarhynchos
Phoenicurus ochruros
Saxicola torquata
Oenanthe oenanthe
Oenanthe hispanica
Turdus philomelos
Turdus viscivorus
Turdus merula

Sylvia atricapilla
Sylvia communis
Sylvia cantillans

Hippolais polyglotta

Phylloscopus bonelli
Phylloscopus collybita
Regulus regulus
Regulus ignicapillus
Muscicapa striata
Parus major

Parus ater

Parus caeruleus
Parus cristatus
Aegithalos caudatus
Sitta europaea
Lanius collurio

Pica pica

Garrulus glandarius
Corvus monedula
Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax
Corvus corone corone
Corvus corax
Sturnus vulgaris
Passer domesticus
Petronia petronia
Fringilla coelebs
Carduelis cannabina
Carduelis carduelis
Carduelis chloris
Serinus serinus
Loxia curvirostra
Emberiza citrinella
Emberiza cirlus
Emberiza cia
Miliaria calandra

Several seen every day

Several seen every day

One near Ste Eulalie

Commonly seen by rivers and in villages

Occasionally seen on the Dourbie

Seen or heard on most days

One on the Dourbie at Nant

One or two heard or seen on most days

Abundant and ubiquitous, though seldom seen

A few in every town and village

A few seen on most days in open habitats

A few on the Causse Méjean

One on the Causse Méjean near le Buffre

One at Montredon

Occasional ones and twos on the causses

Several seen every day

Abundant and widespread in causses and gorges
Occasional on causses

One on the Causse du Larzac above les Cuns antean¢he Cirque
de Navacelles

Two holding territory near la Gare aux Anes andasimnal singing
males elsewhere

Common and widespread

A few seen or heard every day

One at Nant and one on the Causse Noir

One seen well near Lapanouse; occasionally heaesvbere
One near Nant and one at the Cirque de Navacelles

A few seen every day

Individuals on the Causse Noir and near Lapanoasgatnon
Occasional individuals in causses and gorges

Small numbers on the Causse Noir and near Laparmgu€ernon
Occasional individuals in causses and gorges

One beside the Dourbie near Cantobre

A few seen every day on the causses

Several seen every day

A few seen every day

Common in gorges and villages

Several flocks seen in gorges and causses

Common and widespread

Occasional individuals in causses and gorges

Small numbers in towns and villages

Small numbers in towns and villages

Small numbers in Hires on the Causse Méjean
Common and widespread

Small flocks seen almost daily

Common and widespread

Common and widespread

Seen every day at la Gare aux Anes and elsewkarevillages
A family group on the Causse Noir

Seen on most days on causses

A few seen every day on the causses

A male seen well near les Laupies

Several seen every day on the causses
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Mammals
Pipistrelle
Hedgehog

Mole

Hare

Red squirrel

Pine Marten

Wild boar
Przewalski's horse

Butterflies
Swallowtail

Scarce swallowtail
Black-veined white
Large white

Small white
Green-veined white
Clouded yellow
Brimstone

Cleopatra

Wood white

Green hairstreak
Purple-shot copper
Green-underside blue
Baton blue
Silver-studded blue
Amanda's blue
Turquoise blue
Adonis blue

Lesser purple emperor
Southern white admiral
Large tortoiseshell
Red admiral

Painted lady

Small tortoiseshell
Twin spot fritillary
Marbled fritillary
Glanville fritillary
Knapweed fritillary
Spotted fritillary
Lesser spotted fritillary
Heath fritillary
Provencal fritillary
Meadow fritillary
Nickerl's fritillary
Marbled white
Meadow brown

Small heath

Pearly heath
Speckled wood

Wall brown

Large wall brown
Southern marbled skipper
Essex skipper

Small skipper

Large skipper

45 species

Plant list follows on from week 2 species list.

Reptiles

Common wall lizard
Green lizard

Grass snake

Amphibians
Common Toad
Midwife toad

Fish
Brown trout

Moths
Green oak tortrix
6-spot burnet
Transparent burnet
BurnetZygaena osterodensis
BurnetZygaena rhadamanthus
Forester
Fox
Striped hawkmoth
Small elephant hawkmoth
Hummingbird hawkmoth
Buff tip
Pine processionary
Brown tiger
Clouded buff
Pale mottled willow
Spotted clover sp
Silver Y
Burnet companion
Wave sp
Snout sp
Mother Shipton
Rhodostrophia calabra
Chimney sweeper
Treble-bar

Other insects
Banded demoiselle

Beautiful demoiselle
Gold-ringed dragonfly
Southern hawker
Broad-bodied chaser
'‘Millwall bug' Graphosoma italicum
AscalaphidLibelloides macaronius
Caddis fly
Wood ant
Violet carpenter bee
Cockchafer
Chafer Hoplia caerulea
Rose chafer

Soldier beetle

Glow-worm
Longhorn beetléeptura maculata

Other invertebrates
TarantulaLycosa narbonensis
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Cévennes, 15 — 23 June 2009 (week 2)
Day 1: Monday 15 June, Arrival

It was a happy meeting at Rodez Airport when Realid Rachel gathered up the group after a smodgfit fiiom Stansted.
The fine afternoon set off the French countrysisleva sped eastwards to join the A75 north of Milldinere were black kites
everywhere: we counted at least seven on thepiingtof the journey, as well as several buzzaidee spectacular Millau
Viaduct (below)glinted in the sunshine as we ‘flew’ over the T¥alley and onto the vast rock expanse of the Gadss
Larzac, with a griffon vulture soaring lazily ovedd

Leaving theautoroute we wound through the lanes across the caussgchkese now to the rocky, flower-rich grassland
which we could admire, and passing through tinypoiisstone hamlets, their doors emblazoned withfibwer heads of the
emblematic acanthus-leaved carline thistle, taedabelle; symbol of the causse. We drew up in the drida &are aux
Anes to the sizzling sound of serins busy in teetwps beside the house. Sylvain Goleo, who, histipartner Nicolas Lasne,
owns and runs the little hotel, met us and shoveeh wur rooms in the attractively converted —cifentric — station

buildings. The last of the group, Sandy and Masiea long tour through Europe, soon arrived anélveet in the bar and
took our drinks out into the garden for the firgpkoration of the rich surroundings. A nightingalas singing from the end of
the garden and a quail was calling from the fidtothgside us. Lizard and pyramidal orchids wereiognup in the lawn and
the meadow was alive with butterflies.

We trooped in for dinner: succulent ham with slioésweet, ripe melon, then roast chicken. Chéakaved and then we
had bowls of strawberries. Wine flowed freely dnel meal was rounded off with coffee, tea or aetgrof tisanes. The
nightingales serenaded us as we went off to bed.

Day 2: Tuesday 16 June, Exploring the Causse arodna Gare aux Anes & la Couvertoirade

The bright morning brought out a good muster foearly walk. The first task, though, was to usherpygmy goats back
into their paddock. The serins were singing aattdting among the trees and skylarks were eapickoout singing high
against the wispy cloud. We crossed the roadedrtitk onto the causse: several black-veined whitel a meadow fritillary
were sleepily making their way up the grass stalid we could look at them closely without distugoihem. Ranging further
afield Marie found a small heath, Julia a six-dpatnet and Peter a fine black and orange buprbsttle. We had a good
view in the telescope of a corn bunting singing ahd male red-backed shrike.

Nicolas was, as usual, presiding over breakfasiyirmg a steady flow of perfect coffee (or teacadirse) as well as fruit juice,
piles of fresh bread and croissants, a selectiahafcuterie and cheeses, fresh fruit and yoghurt.

What few clouds there had been were clearing byithe we loaded the great picnic hamper into theitmis and set off to
explore the Causse du Larzac. After a few milesumeed off the road onto a rough track and heagtethe rocky hillside.
The scent of crushed thyme assailed us as we dlimbeof the minibuses and looked around. Almoésinge we heard a bird
call which was surprising for the area and, lookiipg we caught sight of three bee-eaters flashasg ps against the clear
blue sky. Distant specks resolved into a parttenfgriffon vultures that gradually soared towaadd above us and then
disappeared. A mistle thrush was singing in tis¢éadice, a whitethroat was performing its charastfersong-flight and we
watched a turtle dove flying repeatedly to and ffaybtless feeding young.
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Among the little bushes of thyme (common thyfileymus vulgarisfamiliar as a culinary herb but not found in thiél in
Europe except in the south) we found a feast aérdhw-growing flowers: a finecardabelle; acanthus-leaved carline thistle,
was lurking under a box bush; carduncellus, acfsstemless knapweed tight against the ground aNzeautiful deep mauve
against its dark green foliage; the bright yelldowfers of hairy viper's grasScorzonera hirsutahone out in the sunshine; the
delicate white grass-leaved dog daidiescanthemum graminifoliumaved precariously on their long stems; charming
yellow cushions of lesser horseshoe véigbpocrepis glaucauzzed with insects. Further up the hill, we caipen a
clearing which might have been a show of pink dahetiswith pyramidal orchids growing through theryepecial causse
grass known in France aheveu d’ange’angel’s hair or, literally, as feather gr&#pa pennatafor its extraordinary fine
silver feather-like seed-heads. Instead, it hahhikevastated, presumably by wild boar, rootingheporchids and eating the
tubers. Nearby, Val found a papery white pupaéa@mtaining the remains of a fat pupa which had Been eaten — a juicy
meal for someone. A short-toed eagle appearedtbeérill and hung in the sky with its charactécistovering action, feet
dangling, searching for snakes and lizards. A Bimevarbler sang continually nearby but defietlefforts to get a good
view, unlike an obliging firecrest that, annoyedduwy presence, sang vigorously for Gill and Geoffjét the best view of their
lives. A southern white admiral was cooperative dod posed beautifully for photographs. Finallg, drove to the top of the
track to elucidate its purpose and found our lanttiireamobile phone mast disguised as a pine tree.

Our next stop was at the little Templar villagdeoCouvertoirade. We had scarcely left the cak pdren we heard a hoopoe
calling in a nearby tree. We could locate it pseby but, frustratingly, could not find an anglerfr which it was actually
visible. There were serins everywhere and bladktegts on the roofs of houses, singing strongty@opping their heads
above the stone parapets. We began by skirtingilftage outside the ramparts to visit a beautyfgteservedlavogne; a
paved dewpond used since medieval times for watehia sheep flocks before they are folded for ilgatnand again in the
mornings before they are led out to graze on thissmfor the day. Inside the village, we expldredmaze of lanes and
alleyways, rich in wildlife: birds, insects andytifiowers in the walls and crevices. There are twthree restaurants and bars
and several shops selling local and more geneoalyse, crafts and souvenirs, including Nicolas'utiéal ceramics and
engravings; everyone's needs were satisfied.

It was lunchtime, so we drove on a little furtheuth and took a turning off the road and into duséed area among the rocks.
We unpacked our hamper — a feast of cold meatslaelses and amazing salads and fresh fruit, atidtereed to a cirl
bunting singing nearby. We tantalisingly heardibadpine warbler too and at last caught a glimgseio a pine tree. We
cleared away our lunch and prepared for a walkaekp) the rather surreal landscape of rocky hilkekoded into strange
lunar forms. Marie called us over to see a gregielbore and a butterfly orchid and, as we setvaéfhad another brief view
of the subalpine warbler. We crossed an areaa¥fesr dolomitic (magnesium rich) limestone, almaatebof plants except for
a mass of tufts of the tiny and rare causse endébeirard’s thriftArmeria girardii, a very good spot for insects; Val found a
silver studded blue; we had a very good look aradie cleopatra; several clouded and pale cloudialws flew past us fast
in the warm sunshine; we identified a baton blugwa hunted after beetles and grasshoppers. Ishibger of a box bush we
found a nice specimen of bug orchid and some bleaded helleborines just coming out. Rockroseswardmiliar, softly
coloured plants clung to the arid ground: the trgam umbellifefrinia glauca crested knapweedentaurea pectinatand

its even more delicate relativeeranthemum inapertum.

At a shout from Gill, we all got a superb view ofr@le Montagu’s harrier and on a rocky outcrop & both viviparous and
wall lizards. While we were searching for moralids, a distinctive trill drew our attention toaafily group of crested tits.
We all had good views as the parents fed their gaama nearby pine tree. A yellowhammer was simgirthe valley and as
we headed back to the minibuses we stopped todbalplant of milkwort in flower which had a fineegn stick-insect
Bacillus rossiusrawling slowly over it.

The last stop of the day took us through the haofl&t Pezade to an area of less rugged landscibelgeper and lusher
soils, known for its orchids. As we arrived we wagain greeted by a group of griffon vulturesritylow overhead, and we
could hear a quail calling from a cornfield. Geaffd Angela spotted the first raven of the weekapdir of woodpigeons
flew by. The orchids were spectacular: groupsagrfant orchids stood out in the long grass ancktivere tiny frog orchids
and much taller man orchids in such numbers thaag hard not to tread on them. There were remmr&rdgther, earlier
Orchisspecies too, and one or t@phrys But it was the lizard orchids that were the starthe show, standing tall and erect
and uncurling their tails in the evening sunligfihe longer grass was yellow with bird’s foot tiétnd yellow rattle, there
were patches of dodder scrambling through it andoned a silver-Y moth feeding on a field scabiflogver. The edge of
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the cornfield was purple with Venus'’s looking glggeevious page) Julia wandered off, following the trail of a homrimgbird
hawk-moth and was astonished when a quail flewtUngafeet; though we heard quails every day,wais the week’s only
glimpse of this elusive bird.

We hurried back to la Gare aux Anes so that wedcoadch the swimming pool in the sunshine and iiitepidly took the
plunge. We met for drinks and reviewed the daythed enjoyed another excellent meal: charcutésiwed by a beautiful,
tender steak — individually cooked according tagasA selection of cheeses followed, including Refgrt of course and the
meal was rounded off with a wide choice of ice nrea

Day 3: Wednesday 17 June, The Causse Noir and tWaltures of the Gorges de la Jonte

We woke to an overcast sky but it was warm andeset off up the road towards the railway bridge,dloud was beginning
to clear from the north. Swifts were flying lowtexfinsects over the fields and we could hear twodlarks singing. A
melodious warbler in the scrub along the old ray\watting was in full song; it refused to show ltseut the family of linnets
gave us plenty to watch.

We were heading northwards today and stopped lboied shop in Nant (due to be explored properlgian the week). A
nuthatch was searching a tree trunk just in fréhe minibuses where we parked, several blackaedswere singing from
the roof corners of the tall town houses, swiftewlbd overhead and, with house and crag martins sveooping up to nest
holes under the eaves.

We carried on down the Dourbie valley, enjoying thanging views as the road follows every twist amd of the gorge. At
la Roque Ste Marguerite we took the larger of tihe toads uphill onto the Causse Noir, across tlengateau and into the
pinewoods that give the causse its name. Theesedthabitations on the causses today are in sbatpast to earlier periods
where much larger populations have been supportédar first stop was close to an abandoned faadstehere a beautiful
toit-citerneis still maintained in excellent condition. Wafer stock and crop irrigation is always a problemthe very free-
draining soils and many solutions have been deeel@ver the centuries. In this case, literallyoof-cistern’ has been
constructed where an underground cistern is covatrgdound level by a beautiful stone roof desigseldly to collect
rainwater and convey it into the tank below foratee. It would have been constructed in open eagissssland but now,
with the much reduced grazing, it is surroundegiogwoods, though nonetheless very picturesque.

So, after much photography and discussion of thetstre and technology of theit-citerne,we began to enjoy the natural
history. Some of the flowers were quite spectacala extensive stand of fragrant orchids in thietgibig patches of
bearberry — just coming into fruit — on the rocksyuge plant of the statuesque umbellifer, sernzdtiteside the building
and, lurking under the low branches of a pine taeeplony of bird’s-nest orchids. The butterfiesre new: a female common
blue and a mating pair of Glanville fritillariesaéi Marie made good use of her new butterfly netattch a brown argus for us
to look at and identify. A Bonelli's warbler wamging — they are so widespread and abundant iar# — we heard jays and
coal tits and then a chough, and managed to wailling overhead across a clearing in the trees.

Half a mile further on is another piece of evidenta former, more densely populated time: theadiohurch angrieuré of

St Jean des Balmes. We parked the minibuses amdfevea walk among the pines with our eyes and abart. The first
delights were at our feet: two wintergreens, gneeniergreerPyrola chloranthaand nodding wintergree@rthilia secunda
were in perfect flower and looking charming agathst carpet of fallen pine needles. Marie entee@ius with her
photographic endeavours and the
ingenious use of a dentist’s mirror to
photograph the open flower from
below. Various tits were calling from
the treetops but lunch was too tempting
so we strolled down to find our picnic
spot in the dappled shade among the
priory ruins. Two noble volunteers
carried the hamper up from the minibus
and we laid out the cold lamb and
tomato salad, breads and cheeses and
delicious apricot flan. In the meantime,
Julia had pottered off and came back
with news of a pair of crossbills.

The next stage took us into the Gorges
de la Jonte, down a beautiful road with
fantastic views along the Jonte and the
Tarn valleyqleft). We stopped for
photographs at a viewpoint to enjoy the
view and get our bearings.
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Everywhere we had so far been there had been gnifitiures in evidence and this spectacular bird thia purpose of today’'s
expedition. For many years a highly successfuitreduction programme for the griffon vulture h&sh operating in the
Grands Causses and has made a big impact on teeagemithological interest in the area. It istbonservation project that
Honeyguide is supporting. The centre of the ptdgm the village of le Truel in the Gorges deltmte and it was today’s
destination. As we approached the Vulture InforamaCentre, we could see large numbers of birdadlpbove the cliffs.
We were booked in for a viewing of a film about iregramme, with live webcam images of vulturestennest and at the
feeding station, and for a guided tour of the musend viewing terraces. From the roof terrace agwonderful views of
both griffon vultures and black vultures at thessts, the former sensibly in suitable places orcliffs but the black vultures
ridiculously perched precariously on a platformstEks in a pine tree opposite us on the other sidke gorge. There were
numbers of alpine swifts and crag martins wheedihgut in the gorge around us, and then a ravem daxdje flock of
choughs appeared. We watched the aerobatics chthveghs and very obligingly six of them perchedadree not far away
so that we could get several telescopes traingtiem.

It was a hot afternoon and the little café alorgribad was very welcome, with its shady terracesamae tables. A southern
white admiral visited the flowers in the garden amadher incongruously, we could see a pair of andlfar below us in the
river. We continued up the river to the little rkatrtown of Meyrueis at the head of the gorge duedh took the road around
the eastern edge of the Causse Noir, off the liomesand onto the schist. The change in geologyemasevident in the
change in the flora to acid loving cistuses, bracked heathers. We dropped down to Tréves atehe bf the Trévezel, up
onto another causse, the Causse Begon and thentdaia Dourbie again at St Jean de Bruel.

We had an interesting pause just before we artesik at Gare aux Anes: a pine marten had beeni kijfea car and was
lying beside the road. It was a close encountér am animal that one seldom sees but it was sslyiooarred by the smell,
so we didn’t examine it for very long.

It was still warm and sunny when we arrived home, after a little time to relax and change we mighwa drink on the
terrace to discuss what we had seen during the Dayer was soon ready: a plattercofiditésfollowed by succulent roast
lamb. A great selection of cheeses came nextfinallly slices of fragrant apricot tart.

Day 4. Thursday 18 June, Mont Aigoual and the TrueCévennes

Another lovely day dawned and the early riseroffedlong the disused railway line. The melodiaebler was singing in
the usual place, but it was still elusive. We veallon up the track, past a robin singing on antieggk with an ‘autumnal’
quality to its song. The sunshine had brought@stof insects, including the black and red ‘Miflilv bugs and the charming
little chimney-sweeper moths. We turned back aamithe sun behind us, and at last enjoyed a suglesrope view of the
melodious warbler singing on a treetop. And tlkslirflowers were brilliant in the early light —lflescabious, Etruscan
honeysuckle, bath asparagus. Even more buttewlkes coming out: a pearly heath and two greerstiaaks, and a beautiful
micro mothAdela reaumurellavhose antennae are twice as long as its body.

We had planned an eastwards expedition today betedhists and granites of the true Cévennes hensiimmit of Mont
Aigoual but the first stop was about 6 km from Gaue Anes in the village of Saucliéres. There ssibstantial quarry near
there and at the quarry office in the village tiésplay a number of very interesting fossils foaver the years. By far the
most exciting are a number of limestone slabs shgwthie footprints of several crocodilian dinosawofsyarious sizes,
preserved from the muddy shorelines of the Juragsicout of which the causse limestone was degbdihe finest examples
are in museums but the quarrymen delighted inriglkd us about the ones they still have on show.

We carried on along the south side of the Douthi@ugh the village of Dourbies and, taking advgetaf the beautiful day,
pressed on towards Mont Aigoual. We paused briefigdmire the last few pheasant’s eye narcisainmeadow and a fine
display of giant thriftArmeria arenariabeside the road and we were just getting backtireaninibuses when a short-toed
eagle flew close by and perched on a tree notfayagiving us brilliant telescope views of itsgarhead and bright yellow
eyes — and even some reasonable photographs. Asowe through the pinewoods near the summit, veecha goldcrest
singing and as we emerged into the open moorlatiteagummit a meadow pipit performed its paraclysiong-flight. We
parked at the summit and paused to get our beagingi€njoy the view — 360° of misty distant hil\/e walked around the
meteorological station, watching several smalldisgshells and two swallowtails. We found an ieimen fly and a digger
waspAmmophila. A skylark and a meadow pipit sang in the clearaagrey wagtail and a black redstart searcheébfmt on
the buildings, and not far away a female northeneatear was collecting food. The restaurant astidwgon drew us and we
took our drinks out in the sunshine and then sicbblack to the minibuses to enjoy another delicfposic.

After lunch, for those who wanted, there was tim&isit the well-presented and very informative eweblogical exhibition
and museum, and the information centre and shapttem we took a longer route across the alpinestmad, away from the
bustle of the centre and car parks, and had aflwdkowers. Just the names give a real senséitfde: alpine lady’s mantle
Alchemilla alpina alpine clovefTrifolium alpinum mountain everlastingntennaria dioicabilberryVaccinium myrtillus
alpine hawkweedHieracium alpinumand the startlingly blue flower heads of globeded rampiofPhyteuma
hemisphaericum.
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We stopped on the way home in the hamlet of Lauplesre there is a short walk that takes you dowtheaiver and along it
for a few hundred yards to where a newly constaibtédge — a lovely viewpoint for river-watchingakes the track across.
It is a very pretty stretch of river, with huge thied boulders and an ancient ruined bridge. Theme clouds of beautiful
demoiselleCalopteryx virgoflying over the water and settling on leaves amigi$, the males showing off their brilliant blue
iridescence. We saw the first peacock butterflthefweek and Peter found a comma and Bob a spgkekled. The path is
through damp riverside grassland which is fullloivers: maiden pinkDianthus deltoidesspiked rampiofPhyteuma
spicatum the curious green-flowered hogwedeéracleum sphondyliumsspsibiricum, the Cévennes endemic subspecies of
our garden lungworRulmonaria longifoliasspcevennensisy beautiful pure white-flowered woodrulshzula niveaanother
garden familiaDoronicum austriacum We saw the short-toed eagle again in the saawe@s we drove on to Dourbies and
then took the northerly, shorter route along thieeyaover the Causse Begon back to St Jean dd Bnagehome.

There was time for Gill to have her swim when we lgack. We had drinks on the terrace and then imefior dinner. We
began with a dish of charcuterie and then Sylvaidpcedpavé de saumomvith lovely new potatoes. After the cheese came
the most delicate and irresistilidbocolat fondantwith coffee and tea to finish off the meal.

After dinner, the night was warm and still so savheis decided that we would take out our bat detsand see what was
about. One or two sizeable bats appeared on aitaiozind the drive and we picked up several wighigtrelle-like calls. The
highlight of the session though was undoubtedlyief fly-past along the drive by a nightjar.

Day 5: Friday 19 June, The Heart of the Causse duarzac

Friday dawned clear with a light haze that quidielgled in the warm sunshine. A qualil, a red-legoedridge and a cuckoo
were calling as we walked along the track oppostieh was covered with the fresh burrows of tawriging bees. We
found a sleeping spotted fritillary, perfect foos¢ inspection, and had a good view of a red-baskegkle on top of a bush.

After breakfast we drove through Nant and up ontewa part of the Causse du Larzac. A well-madektteads through
pinewoods to a couple of isolated farms and a radist. We drove to the end of the wood and thdkeslahrough flower-
rich limestone grassland and low scrub to an angadliff-top viewpoint. It was sunny with scattereldud and we could see
the river Dourbie sparkling in the valley belowhelwarm sunlight shone back at us from the redsrobthe little town of
Nant and across the gorge, we looked towards ykster destination and the summit of Mont Aigoual.

In the wood, Peter and Elonwy found masses of fing'st orchids and the
red helleborines were in full flower. Statuesqlengs of sermountain
stood boldly among the rocks and golden-drop steglten the shade of
box bushes and fragrant Etruscan honeysuckle. W¥2led over some
broomrapes and admired fine spires of lizard ocKidetail, left)growing
amongst the angel’s hair grass. It was perfecdinfects too: there were
bee-flies; Geoff found an ascalaphitbelloides coccajusa hummingbird
hawk-moth was feeding on the wild thyme and fregrherged marbled
whites were everywhere. There was a purple-shupe a scarce
swallowtail and several burnet mothggaena faustaWe heard two
firecrests singing on opposite sides of the trauk @ene of them showed
itself well. We heard the bubbling call of a femalickoo and then the
familiar note of the male. Three griffon vulturfésw by and a woodlark
was singing in the background as we spotted thacpating song-flight
of a tree pipit. It landed in a tree and gavemusxcellent view. There is
a little naturalavogne where clays have gathered and rendered the
limestone impervious. There, we found two broadibd chasers, one of
which had recently emerged from its larval casewvaasl perched, drying
its wings. As we watched, it took its first flighFurther on, we found
both common and Adonis blues but a subalpine wathét was singing
nearby refused to show itself.

Our next stop was in the hamlet of Montredon, dedpe Causse du Larzac. On the edge of the eiliag well-maintained
lavogneand, weather permitting, it was our intentioneturn there that evening in the hope of hearind,een seeing,
nightjars. It seemed a good idea to familiarigedhoup with somewhere they were likely to visithie dark.

We were departing from the normal pattern today, arefead of a picnic, we had booked lunch at drthebest traditional
Fermes Auberges the area, Jassenovdt is miles from anywhere and as we arrived weengpeculating as to how it could
be so successful in such an isolated place wheturwed the corner of the drive and found the cak pieady occupied by a
couple of private helicopters. Clearly, Jasser®veputation had spread further than we realigedever, we had a
wonderful welcome from Catherine and Renaud Galtieo chatted with us over aperitifs and then sengthe most
delicious traditional Aveyronnais meal — on a la@algle in front of an immense fireplace with hugsKe full of the fluffy
seed-heads aheveu d’angdanging from a beam above the table. Everythiag homemade and grown or raised either on
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their own farm or that of close neighbours on thesse. A terrine with a delicately dressed salas! fallowed by a perfect
Roquefort soufflé. The meal was briefly interruptes our fellow guests were ready to depart andatehed the spectacle of
the helicopters preparing to go and then takingraéf the afternoon sunshine — one to Toulousetl@ather to Annecy!

After the excitement we went back inside for theatreourse. We had requestadbis the local lamb, so important to the
long-term maintenance of the character of the @a(essd the producers of the milk for Roquefort cleg¢eand this was
accompanied by a casserole of creamy potatoes.chideses were all local: Roquefort daoche de brebigmade in
Montredon) and little local goat's cheeses. Therfiwished with delicious fruit and chocolate flanad coffee.

After lunch — which had been a very leisurely matteve were able to spend some time exploring thki€ss’ land, a very
considerable area of secluded causse. Theredslgnal and woodland and some fine examples ofdloerdtic rock
formations known as ‘ruiniform reliefs’ becauseittappearance is reminiscent of ruined buildingée were free to roam but
followed a route past another ancieiterne this time fed by an underground watercourse aitidl awaulted stone roof. The
grazed turf was studded with flowers: blue flaxjt@ldaisies, yellow alyssum, thrift, catchflies]dvstrawberries, cow-wheat
and butterfly orchids. Some months ago, a largk had been struck by lightning in a storm and gehooulder had fallen
and shattered below. The great pile of rock walsyfland friable, suggesting that water had soakxdii and then boiled and
blown the rock apart when the lightning struck. rida energy with her net caught us a clouded mdth and Peter went off
and successfully tracked down a Bonelli's warkd@rging in a pine copse. We heard a croak an#jigaip, we managed to
catch a good view of a raven flying overhead. el ourselves back at the house and a cirl buatitiga serin were
singing as we took our leave of our charming hosts.

Our next destination was the hamlet of les Bauniese or four
kilometres away. Here, the deep recesses inrestone cliffs
have been walled in to make a troglodyte housewkrto have
been inhabited since at least the middle ages.h&depermission
to explore the now abandoned dwelling and we ceadevidence
of many generations of complex internal construioThere
were the remains of defence structures too, kn@svn a
machicolations: over the entrance, the wall pragcudnd holes
had been left through which stones (or worse) cbeldropped on
intruders.

Les Baumes is separated from the neighbouringgéliaf St
Martin du Larzac by two or three kilometres of verposed
causse —to sun in summer and to cold winds or smew in
winter. So, in the middle ages, in order to protevellers and
livestock moving between the villages, a double begge was
cultivated to form a sheltered tunrigght). Much of this
buissiérestill remains intact and is now well maintainedme
was getting on so instead of walking the lengtthetbuissierewe
decided to drive to the St Martin end and walk erskength of it,
under the ancient box trees. Then it was timetarn to Gare aux
Anes.

Knowing that we would have eaten well at Jassenseehad arranged a ‘light’ dinner at la Gare auedand Sylvain
produced a delicious lasagne, with salad, follolwgdtrawberries. Then, after coffee, we returmethélavogneat

Montredon arriving a little after sunset. As we\ad, a nightjar was calling clearly. We settimvn around the lavogne and
made ourselves as comfortable as possible, obsbyrdte bushes. Nightjars continued to call anckaor twice our hopes
were raised as we heard the characteristic ‘qweedel’ flight note. A solitary midwife toad calledfew times too but we
had to content ourselves with a beautiful sky atat@e, unidentified bat.

Day 6: Saturday 20 June, Caves, Steppes and Horamsthe Causse Méjean
After last night's excursion we decided not to nfeetan early walk; another glorious day greetedvith cloudless skies and
a welcome cool wind.

After breakfast we set of northwards again, aldveg@orges de la Dourbie to la Roque Ste Marguefiteés time, we took an
almost impossibly tiny right turn in the villagedadrove up a narrow side valley onto the Causse. Nidie light woodland
was close around us and we could hear chaffinciigsBonelli's warblers and woodlark as we pass&btere was no stopping
on the causse this time and we drove straight acdasvn into the Gorges de la Jonte, along pastuhieres — lots of them
soaring above the cliffs — and then turned up arftew’ causse, the Causse Méjean. As we emergadthe woodland on
to the steppe-like plateau, a red kite flew acingsont of the minibuses, but we pressed on farappointment at the famous
Aven Armand.
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Aven Armand(below)is huge cavern discovered in thé"¥@ntury by the famous French speliologists Maatel Armand
and celebrated for its astonishing array of stalgggwhich, at over 400, outnumber those in angrokmown cave in Europe.
We had an English-speaking guide for our 11.30 émat everyone
was captivated by the awe-inspiring scene, vergitiealy
presented, and by the extraordinary story of thve’'sadiscovery.

We emerged into the daylight; a fair amount of éras
conducted at the information centre and gift shojctvspecialises
in local crafts and semi-precious stones, and ¢hpause for
refreshment seemed to suit everyone. There weite whgtails
feeding in the car park and a black redstart sopfiiom the roof of
the building. We found a table for drinks and arsttoed eagle
appeared and gave us superb views as it hoveresldose above
us in brilliant sunshine.

The Causse Méjean is very different in charactanfthe other
causses we had visited; its topography is moreygantiulating.
Though the underlying limestone is covered by atigllow soils,
there is extensive, prairie-like cultivation in pég. Where there
are no crops, though, there is beautiful steppsstgad which was
just reaching its most magical as the vast expahsgheveu
d’ange’ Stipa pennatavas coming out and painting the whole
landscape silver. We found a 360° viewpoint for pignic and a
red kite flew by. We looked across to Mont Aigoudiile we ate
our lunch of smoked salmon, tomato and potato saidd
delicious dressing, Gruyere cheese, local breadrastl peaches.

There is a very attractive group of three villages trois hameayxconnected by a triangular walk and a rather lomgad
route. We decided to walk between two of themmfi@rigas to le Buffre. So, while Robin and Racdielivered a minibus to
the far end of our walk, the group explored Drigad watched a pair of rock sparrows collecting food

We set off along a grassy track with a quail cgllia our left, as ever, impossible to see. Theestealls are rather tumbled
down and an enviable natural rockery of wild floszeswallow-wort, rockroses, wild currants and gdesees, burnet rose,
rustyback fern, mountain germander. A fine masekleared wheatear appeared and we watched ibrfiee §me on a rock a
little distance from the track. The insects wanpging the sunshine; we added great banded g@yirsmall dark ascalaphid
and red-winged grasshoppers to our week’s recdbhe grassy track was fragrant with wild thymes waild lavender bushes
grew among the stones. The sharp colour of thei8eg spurgeeuphorbia seguieranahone out in the sunshine. An open
grassy area on the left revealed large numberrofedled remains of orchids, particularly the cseigndemi©phrys
aymoniniitogether with burnt-tip orchids, and pyramidaltods still at their best. There were large patafedodder there
too, like strings of fine pink vermicelli tangled ithe grass. As we dropped down towards le Bufifretrack passes through
some open pinewood where we found a large patoneflowered wintergreeMoneses unifloréooking perfect in the
dappled sunlight.

Robin and Rachel went ahead to retrieve the otlieibos from Drigas, leaving Bob to guide the laitie group to our
rendezvous in le Buffre. They got caught up ireaarmous flock of brebis being brought home forrtight but eventually
we all assembled at the ancient primitively carsexhe cross in the middle of the village and boduttie minibuses for the
last stop on the Causse Méjean.

Another internationally important reintroductioroject is operating on the Causse Méjean. This,titig the wild
Przewalski’s horses of Mongolia that are beingewisn the steppe-like plateau in a well thoughaugh breeding programme
that is allowing significant numbers of horses éoréturned to the wild in Mongolia. A huge areaxafisse is enclosed and
the horses run wild, fairly remote from people &orning family groups. When these are establishéthle families can

then be returned to the wild, but in the meantiheg/tmake a beautiful sight quietly moving about grazing on the grassy
slopes.

We drove on to le Villaret, the centre of this gaij and had lovely views of several groups ofehaetty, sandy-coloured
horses with their dark, bristly manes. Then, agiveze on to find a turning place, the first minsthad a wonderful view of
another black-eared wheatear. Peter, who had dhikedirst one, was delighted as it showed itaell for him on the wall
on his side of the road.

Time was getting on and we had quite long driveadhs we went straight on to Meyrueis on the madmr In Meyrueis, as

we waited in a traffic queue, a dipper flew up #meh back down the river beside us giving manyefdroup a very good
view. Then we set off back over the eastern enti@fCausse Noir and into Tréves. As it was ar8aty the complex
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roadworks that had closed the direct road to Narind the week had come to a stop so we took thetifel route along the
Gorges du Trévezel to rejoin the Dourbie below 6hrg and back via Nant to la Gare aux Anes andedinfihere was just
time for us to freshen up and, drinks in hand welsan to a meal of luscious Mediterraneaaoules followed by tender

blanquette de veaweal in a fragrant creamy sauce, cheeses and afsihocolaty trifle, Sylvain’s special versiohtoamisu.

Day 7: Sunday 21 June, Nant, Cantobre and the Dohre

It was bright with scattered clouds but a cool wéodwve decided to stay within the garden to sed wha about. We had a
perfect chance to examine a sleepy violet friflland several small heaths on the grass stalksa & fresh Adonis blues
and a large grizzled skipper were beginning to madweut as the day warmed up. The melodious wawasrsinging
continuously from the bushes at the end of theagaedhd a bright yellow serin posed nicely in theséine on the dead branch
at the top of a poplar.

Today was the day to get to know the charming argpailt local town of Nant. So, while Robin andcRel delivered a
minibus to the next downstream river crossing,graip explored the town. Although it was a Sundayne of the shops
were open: the bookshop for maps, books and paistctre grocery for chocolate, the bar in the sbalde of the vaulted
market hall for drinks or coffee and the excellentl informative visitor centre in a disused chuwseliing postcards, books,
local crafts and produce as well as offering infation. The fine Romanesque town church was betwersces and
welcomed visitors who, for a euro-in-the-slot coalgoy a very good CD of organ music while theylergd the church.

Robin and Rachel caught up with the group in tls&ai centre and we made our way down to the dldger We watched
crag martins very close, flying up to their nestl@none of the arches. Both grey and white wagtedre bobbing on the
rocks in the river and flying around catching intsedOur morning walk would take us along the riBeurbie, through rich
riverine woodland, downstream towards Cantobrenfthe bridge, we followed a well-used track thrio@rmland, with

wild gladioli, lizard orchids and birthwort in thedgerows. We watched a griffon vulture being neabby one of a pair of
buzzards, assisted by a carrion crow. The growgasipout along the track through the wood whicimlo§ over a rocky spur
that was rich in butterflies enjoying the shelted ¢he sunlight: a Spanish gatekeeper, lots of ladnvhites, several meadow
browns (of the large southern European Mdemiola jurtina hispullg, cleopatras and also a common white wave moth
Cabera pusaria As we went into the riverside woodland a greattted woodpecker flew by and a nuthatch callethfeo
nearby tree. Some of the woodland plants were quétv for the week: several species of bellflowespmrapes and bastard
balm, seed heads of oxlip, lungwort and hepaticimysblack berries of spurge laurel, fly honeyseckith a few flowers still
out and pretty, mauve knotted crane’s bill.

The track comes to an end in a campsite where wéelfiethe minibus so, while Robin and Rachel weteéieving the other
minibus from Nant, the group spread out and exgl@reunny hillside beyond the campsite or spenestimme scanning the
river. When Robin and Rachel returned, Pam hadsraha dipper and a grey wagtail by the bridge, Bold and Peter told us
excitedly of a good sighting of a black woodpedkethe wood on the hill.

A kilometre or so further on, a road turns off étiédw the Trévezel and crosses the Dourbie at b higlge below Cantobre.
We took our hamper into the field beside the ritiere and enjoyed another amazing picnic, watcaiggotted flycatcher
also enjoying its lunch from a tree overhangingribier.

After lunch we made our way, some by minibus, atter foot, the half kilometre or so up to Cantofirelow) Cantobre is a
tiny medieval village perched strategically, andlpasly, on a rocky outcrop at the confluenceld two gorges, the Dourbie
and the Trévezel. The village has been well
cared for and still has a few inhabitants of
many decades’ standing.aflabellesare
pinned, for good luck, to nearly every
doorway. Wildlife is abundant and confiding
there, with swifts at their nests in the cliff
beside our path, black redstarts singing from
the rooftops, lizards scuttling in the dry leaves
and the rocks covered with flowers like a
natural rock garden. We admired the views
along the two gorges, and took the circular path
round the village. The delicate Montpellier
maple fruits were colouring nicely and shady
rocks were covered in polypody ferns and the
weird dangling fruits of tower cress. There
was another litle Romanesque church to see
with a Spanish gatekeeper and a male
brimstone (the first of the week) visiting the
flowers in the garden outside. The walk in the
warm afternoon had brought on the need for

D
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refreshment so we repaired to thevettefor welcome drinks and ice creams, and enjoyecttmepany of a female black
redstart sitting tight on her nest just above @ads. Some of us decided to walk down to the bridgd were rewarded with
a superb view of a male hen harrier.

An early, quick dinner was required: a delicatelgssed green salad with crigpdons local sausages with the celebrated
local potato and cheese dish calldigot and a selection of desertghocolat fondantvas the most popular. We were soon on
our way back to Cantobre for a rendezvous with Raalpp at 8 o’clock. Paul has been the resideturalist at the local
campsite for many years and has made a study g@iapelation of beavers which has recently re-eihédl itself (with the

aid of some controlled reintroduction) in the DdatbThere is a beaver family with territory jugiéw the bridge and we set
up our telescopes and waited on a track overloattiagiver. Paul gave us some very interestingrinition about the
beavers and words of advice on beaver watchingvenscanned the river for signs of movement. Qst feward was a
dipper on a dead tree trunk but after a while,@rged concentric ripples formed suggesting thagaavér was moving under
the overhanging branches. Soon we saw him clsarignming and collecting food, and in the shadowstlaer one was
grooming itself. A grey heron flew slowly past Wia raucous ‘fraank’. In all we had three realiypd beaver views and went
away very content with our sightings, though ndbbe several people had bought signed copies afi¢heCrossbill Guide to
the Cévennes, of which Paul is a co-author.

Day 8: Monday 22 June, South across the Causse Harzac to Lapanouse and the Roquefort Caves.

Our favourite early walk was along the track oppolading onto the closest bit of causse. Thex®avcompletely clear sky
and, though the wind had dropped, it was still péedly cool. We watched cirl and corn buntinggsig and Marie appeared
with a bright orange and black bee be@tliehius fasciatusn her net. The ‘usual’ butterflies were just Wwakup, grass stems
weighed down by two or three black-veined whiteg fitillaries warming up on the flower heads oabmus.

After breakfast we set off across the Causse dmdcato the west, towards the edge of the caud#esdrove through
I'Hospitalet du Larzac, another in the sequenc&eshplar and Hospitaller villages dating from thd &hd 13' centuries.
Shortly after I'Hospitalet we stopped to watch a deer on a nearby hillside, and as we were abaubtve on, a hoopoe flew
across in front of us.

The river Cernon rises near I'Hospitalet du LarZbmys westwards through the western edge of thes€adu Larzac and
then turns north into the Tarn, below Millau. Wiidwed the Cernon valley first through Ste EulaleeCernon, one of the
Templar commanderies, and then through LapanouSed®n. We crossed the village on a tiny stoidglerand drove up
onto the hill to the south of the village. Here @eountered a more or less disused railway, (peet of the line that used to
pass la Gare aux Anes) and a derelict railwaystdtiery much like the buildings at la Gare aux #ne

A blackcap was singing as we arrived at Lapanoesgeatnon.
The insects were breathtaking and everybody sehafarch of
new species: Marie found a brown argus, Val a gusplot copper,
Gill and Julia a southern white admiral and Pebel Blonwy a
longhorn beetlé eptura maculata There were spotted fritillaries
(left), marbled whites, meadow browns, a mating pairoofimon
blues, three ilex hairstreaks, a Duke of Burgumdlysters of six-
spot and slender Scotch burnets on scabious floavets
feathered footman moth. A Glanville fritillary lded on the handle
of Marie’s net and refused to leave it. We heasdlzalpine
warbler and after some careful stalking, got a gded.. Further
down the hill, a tree pipit stayed still long enbugr several
people to get a good view through the telescope.

Many of the orchidsQphrysandOrchis spp, for which Lapanouse is renowned were wetl the fruiting stage but pyramidal
and lizard were wonderful, set off by the feathersg which was opening almost as we watched. \Wedfa just recognisable
specimen of one of the Aveyron endemic orch@shrys aveyronensibut sadly, its colour had completely faded. The
sermountain was spectacular as ever, and laderingitiets; field scabious, bright blue flax, theeblverlasting flower
Catananchend surprising terracotta and yellow flowers afoers-leaved salsifyragopogorcrocifolius studded the
grassland; the sweet-briar and dog roses werdlifidwer.

We settled down to our last hamper picnic undesstisde of the trees by the disused station: aidedicerrine, juicy
tomatoes stuffed with salmon, chicory salad witlrenaf Sylvain’s excellent dressing, bread, cheeskfeesh fruit. Julia
went for a wander along the railway line and fotimel tail of an edible dormouse, all that was lgfsbme predator.

Roquefort production and the brebis sheep whiclplsube milk from which it is made are vital to théole culture,
economy and ecology of the fragile causses. %o kfitch we followed a tiny road along the pretgran valley and, at St
Rome de Cernon joined the main road leading to Bimyy the final scheduled destination of the hejid There are only
eight establishments entitled to use the name ‘Biagiti for the distinctive blue cheese and we waweked on a 2 o’clock
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tour of the Papillon Caves. We watched films desti@ting the historical and present-day manufaatfitbe cheese, from
management of thierebis production of théenicillium culture that gives the blue veining, preparatiod maturing of the
cheese, before touring the Caves to see some pftlcesses in action. At the end of the tour wevirevited to taste cheeses
and then we were able to buy them to take hompenial insulated packs.

The route back from Roquefort took us through algemdulating version of the causse landscape thighharvest now in
full swing. Occasional ‘raptor alerts’ generallyried out to be griffon vultures but one was a @lofichoughs wheeling and
circling over a beautiful traditional stone barfhe grassland was silver witheveu d’angand we saw occasional family
groups picking bunches of it for the house. A lasit to la Couvertoirade for one or two holidagmorabilia and been
requested, a ‘20 minute’ stop became a little clved as people returned to the minibuses with balggng with pottery and
produce. After a brief final stop on the causseds time to go back for a last swim (for some) amthance to pack, before
we met to review our records for the week and ethieylast meal at la Gare aux Anes.

Sylvain had kindly invited us all to have an apéviith him and Nicolas before dinner which, weatpermitting, was to be a
barbecue. So we all gathered in the evening soeshinile the delicious smells of the barbecue veafieer to us. We were
joined by lan, a friend of Peter’s, and the twalem were intending to extend their holiday witfea days cycling in the
area. When all was ready, we went indoors for&iniThe table was decorated with a vase of thelydslue everlasting
flower, catananche. We began our meal with smalédon which was followed by perfectly cooked sgeakd chops and
after the cheese, Sylvain wheeled in a magnifiseatvberry gateau.

Highlights
As is customary at the end of a Honeyguide Holidang especially as this was the first year of Hguée Holidays in the
Cévennes, we were very keen to hear from everylddgh moments they would remember as highlighthefweek.

Angela
The Causse Méjean day, especially the rich vagkflowers; being inside thieuissiére feeling the link with the past and
imagining people inside it then; the views of stoed eagles — three in one day.

Bob
The black-eared wheatear and hen harrier; angaifsggrass; Lapanouse with its profusion of biiitss; Jassenove — ‘the
best non-Pam-cooked meal I've ever eaten’.

Elonwy
The black-eared wheatear; short-toed eagle; behdan all its stages; Aven Armand; a lovelpgp of people and a
wonderful place to stay.

Geoff

The ‘tucker’; the food at la Gare aux Anes; thediest; Mont Aigoual; the birds, especially thelodious warbler, short-
toed eagle and tree pipit.

Gill

The angry little firecrest; blue aphyllanthes; elwArmand.

lan (Peter’s friend)
The clouds of swifts carving through the air.

Julia
The Bonelli’s warbler — going off and seeing it iwvelvonderful pyramidal orchids everywhere like wieg the beavers; a
lovely group of people.

Marie
Griffon vultures — seeing so many so well; angeb# grass — how it changed the colour of the trgside; Lapanouse with
its old station and the quantities of butterfliegt the good food.

Pam
Every day was lovely and peaceful; crested ties] helleborine; Aven Armand; staying at la Gang Anes.

Peter

The scenery — the contrast between the caussabandlleys - especially at the radio mast viewpeimolling countryside
then a sheer cliff; the flowers and butterflies ébirder); just two birds especially: the subspvarbler and the black-eared
wheatear.

Sandy
The first day with the scented thyme as soon agat®ut of the van; Lapanouse with all the ‘bugd heasties’.

Val
The contrast between the causses and gorges; athéhet the villages grow out of the ground; tinecirest; all the
butterflies; blue flax; the Millau viaduct.
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Rachel
The short-toed eagle on the way to Mont Aigouake pinks by the river at Laupies; introducing skeeret Cévennes to
Honeyguiders.

Robin
The superb views of short-toed eagles; all the Bluwers — aphyllanthes, flax, catananche; intoinly old and new friends
to the Cévennes.

Day 9: Tuesday 23 June, The Cirque de Navacelleagthe Mediterranean

The weather was perfect again and the serins andt8 were serenading us as we loaded the minilansegrepared to leave
la Gare aux Anes. Our flight from Montpellier wast until the evening so we had decided to makelgmse of the last day.
Sylvain and Nicolas, and the dogs Pongo and Pam:Marie and Sandy who were continuing their tdigouthern France
and Peter and lan setting off on their bicyclelswalved us off and we headed east towards Alzom tlaen up onto a ‘new’
causse, the Causse de Blandas. We came to adaidftien stop when, rounding a corner, a short-¢agte took off from a
branch overhanging the road immediately in fronRathel’s minibus. We had amazing views as if@itcound and showed
its pale underside. There were some new butterdli®ut too: great banded grayling, rock graylgrgat sooty satyr and our
old friend, cleopatra.

We stopped next at the viewpoint on the lip of@ieue de Navacelles, a magnificent landform creeftem a deeply incised
meander in the valley of the Vis where, in additian oxbow lake has formed and silted up, leavireganly genuinely fertile
land for many, many miles. We tore some
members of the group away from a couple of
beautiful classic sports cars in the car park and
followed the steep road down to the village and
the river Vis at the bottom of the cirque. Along
by the river there was an amazing crowd of
butterflies all salting together by the bank: asé¥s
purple emperor, a swallowtail and about a doze
scarce swallowtailéright), several small whites,
small skippers, common blues, green-underside
blues, Adonis blues and long-tailed blues. They
were so intent on gathering minerals from the
damp patches that we could approach close
enough for some good photographs and they
appealed to small holiday-makers too, who
enjoyed running in and making the butterflies
scatter like confetti. All the low vegetation bdssi
the river was dotted with jewel-like blue chafer
beetlesHoplia caerulea.We walked along the
riverside path and crossed the old bridge, enjotfiegview and admiring a tree laden with ripe agigcglowing in the
sunshine. There were fishermen after the troutvwieacould see lurking among the stones and swimmigorously just to
stay still in the fast-moving water. We sat untlher trees and ate our picnic lunch and then wepadoff to the café for
coffee and ice creams before heading southwardbédast leg of the journey to Montpellier.
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We drove up out of the Cirque at the southern emtithen carried on southwards, leaving the causkmd and joining the
A75 near Lodéve. From there, the journey took &balhour, but not without the inevitable grim duirts of Montpellier.

We arrived at the airport in good time and thervdra little way along the coast to the Etang de ¢iént It is hard to
imagine a greater contrast with the landscape witith we had become so familiar. We parked thebuses and stepped
out into true Mediterranean heat. Scuttling frome @atch of shade to the next we made our way dlmnpath beside the
étang to the shade of a hut with a large verandaxenscanned the water. There were about thatyifigos feeding 100
yards or so away and a pair of avocets scuttle@wuitng bank, vigorously sweeping for invertebrgss below the water
surface. Common terns and a little tern flew jpast dived for food, and flocks of black-headedgatd yellow-legged gulls
flew around us or stood about on a mud bank intfobis.. A puzzling collection of rather statigaks turned out to be
decoys but there were real ducks there in the fafrthree shelducks. Scanning the shore of thegéteaided oystercatchers, a
few little egrets and a cattle egret, a redshamkeapair of black-winged stilts with a baby, almusi short in the leg for the
water. A fan-tailed warbler called from over tleeds behind us and we watched a distant marskehawe had been
puzzling over a couple of gulls mixed in with theoezing black headed gulls, with their heads utigieir wings and, just
before we had to leave, at last they woke up aledsingly, revealed themselves as slender-billéid.gu

From this delightful spot it was only fifteen miest drive to Montpellier airport, where we returrted minibuses and
enjoyed a good dinner at the airport restaurardrbdfying home, with a flock of flamingos besidetrunway as the plane
took off.




Birds

Cattle egret

Little egret

Grey heron
Flamingo
Shelduck

Mallard

Griffon vulture
Black vulture
Short-toed eagle
Red kite

Black kite

Marsh harrier

Hen harrier
Montagu’s harrier
Common buzzard
Kestrel
Red-legged partridge
Quail
Oystercatcher
Avocet
Black-winged stilt
Common sandpiper
Redshank
Black-headed gull
Slender-billed gull
Yellow-legged gull
Little tern
Common tern
Rock dove/feral pigeon
Woodpigeon
Collared dove
Turtle dove
Cuckoo

Nightjar

Swift

Alpine swift
Hoopoe
Bee-eater

Black woodpecker

Species Lists week 2

Latin Name

Bubulcus ibis

Egretta garzetta
Ardea cinerea
Phoenicopterus ruber
Tadorna tadorna

Anas platyrhynchos
Gyps fulvus

Aegypius monachus
Circaetus gallicus
Milvus milvus

Milvus migrans

Circus aeruginosus
Circus cyaneus

Circus pygargus
Buteo buteo

Falco tinnunculus
Alectoris rufa

Coturnix coturnix
Haematopus ostralegus
Recurvirostra avosetta
Himantopus himantopus
Actitis hypoleucos
Tringa totanus

Larus ridibundus
Larus genei

Larus cachinnans
Sterna albifrons
Sterna hirundo
Columba livia
Columba palumbus
Streptopelia decaocto
Streptopelia turtur
Cuculus canorus
Caprimulgus europaeus
Apus apus

Apus melba

Upupa epops

Merops apiaster
Dryocopus martius

Great spotted woodpeckerDendrocopos major

Skylark
Woodlark
Crag martin
Swallow
House martin
Meadow pipit
Tree pipit
White wagtail
Grey wagtail

Wren

Dipper

Dunnock

Robin

Nightingale

Black redstart
Stonechat
Northern wheatear

Black-eared wheatear

Alauda arvensis

Lullula arborea
Ptyonoprogne rupestris
Hirundo rustica
Delichon urbica
Anthus pratensis
Anthus trivialis
Motacilla alba alba
Motacilla cinerea

Troglodytes troglodytes
Cinclus cinclus
Prunella modularis
Erithacus rubecula
Luscinia megarhynchos
Phoenicurus ochruros
Saxicola torquata
Oenanthe oenanthe

Oenanthe hispanica

Notes

One at Etang de Mauguio

A few at Etang de Mauguio

One over the Dourbie at Cantobre and one at Etarigaliguio
Ca thirty at Etang de Mauguio

Three at Etang de Mauguio

A pair on the Jonte at le Rozier and one on therbieu
Several seen every day throughout the region. r8enests at le Truel
An adult overhead and a young bird on the nest &tlel
Good views almost every day throughout the region

Two seen well on the Causse Méjean

Seven between Rodez and Sévérac le Chateau; dhe @ausse Noir
One at Etang de Mauguio

An adult male seen well at Cantobre

An adult male seen well near la Couvertoirade

A few seen every day

A few seen every day

Occasional individuals on the Causse du LarzacGaubse Méjean
A few heard almost every day throughout the region

A few at Etang de Mauguio

A small flock at Etang de Mauguio

A pair with a chick at Etang de Mauguio

One on the Dourbie near Nant

One at Etang de Mauguio

Several at Etang de Mauguio

Two at Etang de Mauguio

A few at Etang de Mauguio

One at Etang de Mauguio

A few at Etang de Mauguio

Seen occasionally in towns and villages

Occasional in wooded areas

Frequently seen in villages

Seen or heard almost daily

Seen or heard almost daily

A few heard at Montredon; one seen at la Gare aesA
Several seen every day

A small flock in the Gorges de la Jonte

Seen or heard on most days

Three on the Causse du Larzac near la Couvertoirade
One seen near Cantobre

Occasional sightings in wooded areas

Several seen every day

Several seen every day

Common in gorges and occasionally in villages

Several seen every day

Several seen every day

Several singing males on Mont Aigoual

Singing males on the Causse du Larzac and neanbapa
Commonly seen by rivers and in villages

Here and there on the Dourbie, at the summit of tMagoual and at
the Cirque de Navacelles

Seen or heard on most days

One on the Dourbie at Nant; one at Meyrueis

Seen twice on the Causse du Larzac

One or two heard or seen on most days

Abundant and ubiquitous, though seldom seen

A few in every town and village

One in the Dourbie valley near Nant

A few on the Causse Méjean and a female colledtind on Mont
Aigoual

Two on the Causse Méjean
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Song thrush
Mistle thrush
Blackbird
Blackcap
Whitethroat
Subalpine warbler

Fan-tailed warbler
Melodious warbler
Bonelli's warbler
Chiffchaff
Goldcrest
Firecrest

Spotted flycatcher
Great tit

Coal tit

Blue tit

Crested tit
Nuthatch
Red-backed shrike
Magpie

Jay

Jackdaw
Red-billed chough
Carrion crow
Raven

Starling

House sparrow
Rock sparrow
Chaffinch

Linnet

Goldfinch
Greenfinch

Serin

Crosshill
Yellowhammer
Cirl bunting

Corn bunting

95 species

Mammals
Hedgehog

Mole

Rabbit

Hare

Edible dormouse
Pine Marten

Wild boar
Przewalski's horse
Roe deer

Butterflies
Swallowtail

Scarce swallowtail
Black-veined white
Large white

Small white
Clouded yellow
Pale clouded yellow
Brimstone

Turdus philomelos
Turdus viscivorus
Turdus merula
Sylvia atricapilla
Sylvia communis
Sylvia cantillans

Cisticola juncidis
Hippolais polyglotta
Phylloscopus bonelli
Phylloscopus collybita
Regulus regulus
Regulus ignicapillus
Muscicapa striata
Parus major

Parus ater

Parus caeruleus
Parus cristatus

Sitta europaea
Lanius collurio

Pica pica

Garrulus glandarius
Corvus monedula

Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax

Corvus corone corone
Corvus corax
Sturnus vulgaris
Passer domesticus
Petronia petronia
Fringilla coelebs
Carduelis cannabina
Carduelis carduelis
Carduelis chloris
Serinus serinus
Loxia curvirostra
Emberiza citrinella
Emberiza cirlus
Miliaria calandra

One on the Causse de Blandas

Occasional ones and twos on the causses

Several seen every day

Abundant and widespread in causses and gorges

Seen almost daily on causses

One heard on the Causse du Larzac above les Cumgjlimpsed near
la Couvertoirade and one seen well near Lapanouse

One in song-flight at Etang de Mauguio

Two holding territory near la Gare aux Anes; ocoaal elsewhere
Common and widespread

A few seen or heard every day

One near Nant; one heard on Mont Aigoual

One seen well near les Cuns; occasionally heaedvbisre

One near Cantobre

A few seen every day

Individuals on the Causse du Larzac and near Maguel
Occasional individuals in causses and gorges

Small numbers on the Causse Noir and near Laparmgu€ernon
One in Nant and one beside the Dourbie near Caamtobr

A few seen every day on the causses

Several seen every day

A few seen every day

Common in gorges and villages

Several flocks seen in gorges and causses

Common and widespread

Occasional individuals in causses and gorges

Small numbers in towns and villages

Small numbers in towns and villages

A pair in Drigas on the Causse Méjean

Common and widespread

Small flocks seen every day

Common and widespread

Common and widespread

Seen every day at la Gare aux Anes and elsewkerevillages
A pair on the Causse Noir

Seen on most days on causses

A few seen almost daily on the causses

Several seen every day on the causses

Reptiles

Common wall lizard
Viviparous lizard
Green lizard

Amphibians
Common Toad
Midwife toad

Fish
Brown trout

Moths
Adela reaumurella
6-spot burnet
Slender Scotch burnet
BurnetZygaena fausta
Forester
Hummingbird hawkmoth
Pine processionary
Clouded buff
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Butterflies (cont'd)
Cleopatra

llex hairstreak

Green hairstreak
Purple-shot copper
Long-tailed blue
Baton blue
Silver-studded blue
Brown argus

Adonis blue

Common blue

Duke of Burgundy
Lesser purple emperor
Southern white admiral
Large tortoiseshell
Peacock

Red admiral

Painted lady

Small tortoiseshell
Comma

Violet (Weaver's) fritillary
Glanville fritillary
Knapweed fritillary
Spotted fritillary
Meadow fritillary
Marbled white

Rock grayling

Great sooty satyr
Great banded grayling
Meadow brown
Spanish gatekeeper
Small heath

Pearly heath
Speckled wood

Wall brown

Grizzled skipper
Large grizzled skipper
Small skipper

45 species

This is a record of the species noted during twaéyguide Holidays, Juné"s- 13" and June 18-23%2009. It largelycovers species seen in flower,
excludes many grasses and similar species andrie byeans comprehensive. Brief distribution natesincluded andoandance is recorded

using the ‘dafor’ scale:

Moths (cont’d)

Silver Y

Chimney sweeper

Cabbage
Cream-spot tiger

Feathered footman

Common white wave

Other insects

Beautiful demoiselle
Southern hawker
Broad-bodied chaser
Red-winged grasshopper

Stick insectBacillus rossius
AscalaphidLibelloides coccajus
Ichneumon fly

Digger waggmmophila sp

Tawny mining bee
Dung beetle
ChaferHoplia caerulea
Bee beetle
Longhorn beetléeptura maculata

Other invertebrates
Crab spidéisumenia vatia

Harvestman
Roman snail

Plants of the Cévennes and Grands Causses: Juned20

d: = dominant
a: = abundant
f: = frequent

0: = occasional
r: =rare

PTERIDOPHYTES: Horsetails, Clubmosses and Ferns
Aspleniaceae:Spleenwort Family

Asplenium ruta-muraria
Asplenium trichomanes
Ceterach officinarum

DennstaedtiaceaeBracken
Pteridium aquilinum

Polypodiaceae:Polypodies
Polypodium vulgare

Wall Rue
Maidenhair Spleenwort
Rustyback Fern

Bracken

Common Polypody

I:=local/locally

Id:=locally dominant

la:=locally abundant

If:=locally frequent
no prefix indicates a single locality

f: on walls especially where sheltered dathp
f: on walls especially wheheltered and damp
f: on walls, often where dry andoseul

f: in humid places on schistic, acid soils

f: on shady rocks; la: in Cantobre
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CONIFERS

CupressaceaeCypresses and Junipers

Juniperus communis
Juniperus phoenicea

Common Juniper f: component of causse scrub
Phoenician Juniper 0: component of causse scrub

Pinacaea: Pines, Spruces, Firs and Larches

Picea abies
Pinus nigra
Pinus sylvestris

Taxaceae: Yew
Taxus baccata

FLOWERING PLANTS
DICOTYLEDONS
Aceraceae: Maples
Acer monspessulanum
Acer campestre

Acer opalus
Acer pseudoplatanus

Anacardiaceae: Pistacio Family
Cotinus coggygria

Apiaceae (Umbelliferae):Umbellifers
Anthriscus sylvestris

Athamanta cretensis

Eryngium campestre

Heracleum sphondyliusspsibiricum
Laserpitium gallicum

Laserpitium siler

Meum athamanthicum

Trinia glauca

Araliaceae: Ivy Family
Hedera helix

Aristolochiaceae: Birthwort Family
Aristolochia clematitis

Asclepiadaceae:Milkweeds
Vincetoxicum hirundinaria

Asteraceae (Compositae)Composites
Achillea odorata

Antennaria dioica

Arctium minus

*Aster alpinus cebennensis
Bellis perennis

Carduncellus mitissimus
Carduus nutans

Carlina acanthifolia
Catananche caerulea
Centaurea cyanus
*Centaurea pectinataspsupina
Doronicum austriacum
Helichrysum stoechas
Hieracium alpinum

Hieracium pilosella

Inula montana

Lactuca perennis
Leucanthemum graminifolium
Leuzia conifera

Phagnalon sordidum
Scorzonera hirsuta
Tragopogon crocifolius
Tragopogon pratensis
Tussilago farfara
Urospermum dalechampii
Xeranthemum inapertum

Spruce |d: woodland below summit of M Aigoual

Austrian, Black or Corsican Pine 0 - Id: in woodlan Causse Noir

Scots Pine f: widespread on causses

Yew r: usually near habitation and often planted

Montpellier Maple f: widespread in scrub and deoigsiwoodland on limestone

Field Maple 0: in deciduous woods; riverside woodldetween Nant and
Cantobre

Italian Maple In open woodland below viewpoint abde Rozier

Sycamore r:in deciduous woods

Smoke-tree If: in limestone scrub in sheltered gsrg

Cow Parsley r: riverside grassland beside Dourbleaapies

Cretan Athamanta r: among rocks at Vulture InfoioraCentre, Gorges de la Jonte

Field Eryngo f.in dry causse grassland

Hogweed (greenish-flowered form) 0: in damp roadslidches; beside Dourbie at Laupies

French Sermountain o: on rocky hillsides and scree

Common Sermountain f: among rocks and in light waod

Spignel 0: in alpine grassland on summit of M Aigoual

Honewort 0: in dry stony causse grassland

Ivy f: on rocks, trees and old walls especially in €had

Birthwort 0: on waysides and in woodland in Dourbaley near Nant

Swallow-wort f: among rocks in grassy places aratlsides

Cream-flowered Sneezewort la: on hilltop opposit€hre aux Anes

Mountain Everlasting f: in alpine grassland on sutohM Aigoual

Burdock r: in ditches in farmland; by farm at la Gare auxed

Alpine Aster f: in rocky causse grassland, amongksaand scree

Daisy f:in grazed pasture at Jassenove

Carduncellus f.in rocky causse grassland

Musk Thistle 0: in pasture on Causse Méjean

Cardabelle, Acanthus-leaved Carline Thistle f.aoky causse grassland

Blue Catananche f:in rocky causse grassland

Cornflower o: cornfield weed

Crested Knapweed 0: on dry sandy limestone sodssaree

Austrian Leopard's-bane Beside Dourbie at Laupies

Everlasting Flower f: on dolomitic rocks and scree

Alpine Hawkweed 0: in alpine grassland on summikoAigoual

Mouse-ear Hawkweed 0: in causse grassland

Mountain Fleabane 0: in causse grassland

Mountain Lettuce 0: in causse grassland

Grass-leaved Ox-eye (or Dog) Daisy r:in caussegead

Leuzia r:in causse grassland

Phagnalon la: in crevices on rock faces in Cantabikelsewhere

Hairy Viper's-grass 0: in causse grassland

Crocus-leaved Salsify r: in causse grassland; Lapse

Goat's-beard 0: on roadsides and in pasture

Coltsfoot Roadside in Laupies

Urospermum 0: pasture near Hlres on Causse Méjean

Xeranthemum o: dry, sandy causse grassland; la: on hilltop te&are au:
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Betulaceae: Birches, Alders, Hazels and Hornbeams

Alnus glutinosa
Carpinus betulus
Corylus avellana

Boraginaceae:Borage Family
Echium vulgare
Lithospermum arvense
Onosma fastigiatum

*Pulmonaria longifoliasspcevennensis

Brassicaceae (Cruciferae)Crucifers
Arabis turrita

Buxaceae: Box
Buxus sempervirens

Campanulaceae Bellflower Family
Campanula persicifolia
Campanula rapunculus
Campanula trachelium

Legousia hybrida

Legousia speculum-veneris

Caprifoliaceae: Honeysuckle Family
Lonicera etrusca

Lonicera xylosteum

Viburnum lantana

Alder
Hornbeam
Hazel

Viper's Bugloss
Corn Gromwell
Golden-drop
Cevennes Lungwort

Towercress

Box

Peach-leaved Bellflower
Rampion Bellflower
Nettle-leaved Bellflower
Small Venus’ Looking Glass
Venus' Looking-glass

Etruscan Honeysuckle
Fly Honeysuckle
Wayfaring Tree

Caryophyllaceae: Chickweeds, Pinks and Campions

Agrostemma githago
Arenaria montana
Cerastium arvense
Cerastium tomentosum
Dianthus deltoides
Dianthus graniticus
Petrorhagia prolifera
Saponaria ocymoides
Silene conica

Silene italica

Silene nutans

Silene otites

Silene vulgaris
Stellaria holostea

Celastraceae:Spindles
Euonymus europaeus

Cistaceae: Cistuses and Rockroses
Cistus laurifolius

Fumana ericoides

Helianthemum appeninum
Helianthemum canum
Helianthemum nummularium

Corn-cockle
Mountain Sandwort
Field Mouse-ear
Snow in Summer
Maiden Pink
Granite Pink
Proliferous Pink
Rock Soapwort
Sand Catchfly
Italian Catchfly
Nottingham Catchfly
Spanish Catchfly
Bladder campion
Greater Stitchwort

Spindle

Laurel-leaved Cistus
Heath Fumana
White Rockrose
Hoary Rockrose
Yellow Rockrose

Clusiaceae (Hypericaceaea): St John's-worts

Hypericum androsaemum
Hypericum perforatum

Convolvulaceae:Bindweeds
Convolvulus arvensis

Convolvulus cantabrica
Cornaceae: Dogwoods
Cornus mas

Cornus sanguinea

Crassulaceae:Stonecrop Family

Tutsan
Common St John's-wort

Field Bindweed

Pink Bindweed

Cornelian Cherry
Dogwood

Anes

f: on riversides and in damp woodland
f: in deciduous woodland on limestone
f: indeciduous woodland on limestone

0: on dry limestone hillsides anctausse grassland

r: waysides; track between wood amdtGbre campsite
0: in causse grassland; near radio @assse du Larzac
0: in riverside woodland and geasl

f. on rocky cliffs especially in village

a-ld: component of causse scribijssiereon Causse du Larzac

0: on roadsides and in apeodland
f: on roadsides and uncultivaggedund
o0:in riverside woodland

Roadside outside la GareAnes
f: weed of arable fields @htisoils

a: widespread on causses
o: in riverside woodland betweemf\and Cantobre
f. in riverside woodland between Nand Cantobre; la: on
causses

In arable field near Drigas on Caussgeldin

Rocks beside Dourbie at Laupies

Meadow in Dourbie Valley above Liasp

la: around rocks and buildings atrait of M Aigoual
la: in meadows in Dourbie Valley Laupand above
Causse grassland near le Buffre, GaMggean

f: scattered on limestone gragslidmoughout

0: on rocks and scree

0: on sandy calcareous soils

Meadow in Dourbie Valley above lpes

0: on sunny banks on heaviéisso

0: in causse grassland at Jasse@@usse Méjean near Hires
Meadow beside Dourbie at Laupies

Riverside grassland beside DiewabLaupies

o: in hedges and deciduous woodland understordymastone

f: in woodland understoreyacid soils
0: in rocky causse grassland

a: in causse grassland throughout
f: in causse grassland throughout
a: in causse grassland throughout

Cantobre, probable garden escape
o: in rough grassland betweeod and Cantobre campsite

0: on roadsides on Causse du Lafidd;margins on Causse
Méjean
la: on rocky roadside cliffs in Cenncalley

f: in scrub and woodland on linoest
a: in scrub and woodland on limestone
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Sedum acre

Sedum album
Sedum dasyphyllum
Umbilicus rupestris

Cuscutaceae:Dodder Family
Cuscuta spp

Dipsacaceae:Scabious Family
Dipsacus fullonum

Knautia arvensis

Knautia dipsacifolia
Phyteuma hemisphericum
Phyteuma orbiculare
Phyteuma spicatum

Scabiosa columbaria

Ericaceae: Heath
Arbutus unedo
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi
Calluna vulgaris

Erica arborea

Erica cinerea
Vaccinium myrtillus

Euphorbiaceae: Spurge Family
Euphorbia amygdaloides
Euphorbia characias
Euphorbia cypasissias
Euphorbia seguierana
Mercurialis perennis

Biting Stonecrop

White Stonecrop
Thick-leaved Stonecrop
Navelwort

Dodders

Teasel

Field Scabious

Wood Scabious
Globe-headed Rampion
Round-headed Rampion
Spiked rampion

Small Scabious

Strawberry Tree
Bearberry
Heather

Tree Heath

Bell Heather
Bilberry

Wood Spurge
Mediterranean Spurge
Cypress Spurge
Seguier's Spurge
Dog's Mercury

Fabaceae (Leguminosae)Pea Family, Legumes

Anthyllis montana

Anthyllis vulneraria
Astragalus monspessulanus
Chamaecytisus hirsutus
Colutea arborescens
Coronilla emerus

Coronilla minima

Cytisus purgans (=C.
oromediterraneus)
Dorycnium pentaphyllum

Hippocrepis glauca
Lathyrus pratensis
Lathyrus sylvestris
Onobrychis supina
Spartium junceum
Tetragonolobus maritimus
Trifolium alpinum
Trifolium rubens
Trifolium stellatum
Vicia cracca

Vicia onobrychoides
Vicia tenuifolia

Fagaceae: Oaks, Beech and Chestnut

Castanea sativa
Fagus sylvatica
Quercus petraea
Quercus pubescens

Gentianaceae: Gentian Family
Blackstonia petoliata
Gentiana lutea

Mountain Kidney-vetch
Common Kidney-vetch
Montpellier Milk-vetch
Hairy Broom

Bladder Senna

Scorpion Vetch or False Senna

Dwarf Scorpion-vetch

Pyrenean or Purging Broom

a: on roofs, rocks and walls
f: on roofs, rocks and walls

f: on roofs, rocks and walls
f: on rocks and old walls

0: on grasses at la Pezade on Causse du Larzéegomes near
Hlres on Causse Méjean

Along track onto causse from la Gare aux Anes
0: on waysides and grassy banks
f: on waysides and in damp grassland
r:in alpine grassland on stV Aigoual
0: in grassland near Hir&aosse Méjean
Riverside grassland beside Dourbieapies
o: in rocky grassland in Cantobre

0: in woodland on acid soils
la: on rocks under pines on Causse Noir
Id: on open hillsides on acid soils M Aigoual
0: in woodland on acid soils
la: on open hillsides on acid soil#\ldoual
f: in alpine grassland on summit of M Aigoual

f. in woodland beside River Dourbienssn Nant and Cantobre
Cantobre, probable gardempesca
0: in limestone grassland Caustaac
f: on calcareous, free-drainirity 8m causses
o: in damp woodland edges, Dourbieyadamp grassland at la
Pezade

a: widespread in caussessigas
a: widespread in causses guagsl
f: widespread in caussesggiand
f: widespread in causses grassland
By Pine Telephone Mast
f: in woodland beRider Dourbie between Nant and Cantobre
0: in stony causse grassland
|d: on free-draining auids

Five-leaved Dorycnium, Five-fingered False f: on rocky slopes

Fenugreek

Glaucous Horse-shoe Vetch

Meadow Vetchling
Everlasting Pea
Sainfoin

Spanish Broom
Dragon’s Teeth
Alpine Clover
Red Trefoil

Starry Clover
Tufted Vetch
False Sainfoin
Fine-leaved Vetch

Sweet Chestnut
Beech

Sessile Oak
Downy Oak

Yellow-wort
Yellow Gentian

Geraniaceae: Crane's-hills and Stork’s-hills

Geranium nodosum
Geranium pratense
Geranium purpureum

Knotted Crane’s-bill
Meadow Crane’s-bill
Little-Robin

0: in causse grasslaags<@ du Larzac below Pine mast
R: riverside grassland beside D@at Laupies
0: in waysides
f: in grassland on clayey/calcareous soils
f: on embankments and in woodlanégdg
0: in causse grassland; Causse iat.delow Pine mast
f: in alpine grassland on summit ofAigoual
0: in woodland beside River Dourbievbe¢n Nant and Cantobre
0: stony grassland on Causse Méjean le Bufre
la: on railway line at la Gare aux Ane
0: in hedgerows on causses
0: on banks and old walls on €aldéjean

Id: in woodland on acid soils orisich
a: widespread in damp woodland
f: in woodland on heavier soils
a: in deciduous woodland on calcareoils so

Causse du Larzac near radio mast alieet
la: in meadow below summit of M Aigad

o0: in woodland beside Riveruoie between Nant and Cantobre
Riverside grassland beside Dauat Laupies
On damp rocks beside Dourbie at Lagpie
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Geranium pyrenaicum
Geranium sanguineum
Globulariaceae: Globularias
Globularia punctata

Grossulariaceae: Currant Family
Ribes alpinum
Ribes uva-crispa

Hedgerow Crane’s-bill
Bloody Crane’s-hill

Common Globularia

Mountain Currant
Gooseberry

Lamiaceae (Labiatae):Deadnettle Family, Labiates

Ajuga genevensis
Ajuga reptans
Clinopodium vulgare
Lamium maculatum
Lavandula angustifolia
Mellitis melissophyllum
Mentha suaveolens
Origanum vulgare
Phlomis purpurea
Prunella grandiflora
Salvia pratensis
Sideritis hyssopifolia
Stachys sylvatica
Teucrium aureum
Teucrium rouyanum
*Thymus nitens cebennensis
Thymus pulegioides
Thymus vulgaris

Linaceae: Flaxes
Linum bienne

Linum campanulatum
Linum narbonense
Linum suffruticosum

Malvaceae: Mallows
Malva sylvestris

Oleaceae: Olive Family
Fraxinus excelsior
Ligustrum vulgare
Phillyrea media

Onagraceae: Willowherb Family
Chamerion angustifolium

Orobanchaceae:Orobanches
Orobanche spp

Papaveraceae:Poppy Family
Chelidonium majus
Papaver rhoeas

Plantaginaceae: Plantains
Plantago holosteum
Plantago lanceolata
Plantago media

Plantago sempervirens

Blue Bugle

Common Bugle

Wild Basil

Spotted Dead-nettle
Common Lavender
Bastard Balm

Apple Mint

Wild Marjoram

Purple Jerusalem-sage
Large-flowered Self-heal
Meadow Clary

Sideritis, Hyssop-leaved Ironwort
Hedge Woundwort

Golden Felty Germander
Rouyan's Felty Germander
Cevennes Thyme

Larger Wild Thyme
Common Thyme

Flax

Yellow Flax

Beautiful Flax

White Flax, Pyrenean Flax

Common Mallow

Common Ash
Privet
Mock Privet

Rosebay Willowherb

Broomrapes

Greater celandine
Common Poppy

Grass-leaved Plantain
Ribwort Plantain
Hoary Plantain
Shrubby Plantain

Plumbaginaceae:Plumbago, Sea Lavender and Thrifts

*Armeria girardii
Armeria plantaginea

Polygalaceae: Milkworts
Polygala calcarea

Polygonaceae:Dock Family
Persicaria bistorta

Primulaceae: Primrose Family

Gerard's Thrift

Plantain Thrift

Chalk Milkwort

Bistort
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Riverside grassland besidei at Laupies
0: widespread in causses geags|

0: in causse grassland throughout

0: in old walls near le Buffre 6ausse Méjean
0: in old walls near le Buffre on Caudggean

0: in dry grassland and open woodland
f: in woodland beside River DourbiéAmen Nant and Cantobre
On dry, rocky path in Dourbie valley medant
r: riverside grassland besiderBle at Laupies
On dry, rocky path near le Buitausse Mejean
f: in woodland beside River DourbiéAmen Nant and Cantobre
On dry, rocky path in Dourbie valley nmedant
On dry, rocky path in Dourbie vallegar Nant
Near le Buffre, Causse Mejean
In grassland at Lapanouse
f.in dry moderately fertile grassland
0: among limestoacks
0: in woodland beside River Doutigéveen Nant and Cantobre
f: in causse grassland tfrout
0: widespread in caussesslgnd
r: on schistic rocks below M Aigoual
0: widespread in causses grasslan
a: widespread in causses grasslaadghout

o: on rocky hillsides
f: widespread among rocks and in grasglon calcareous soils
In grassland at Lapanouse

f: widespread among ra@gidin grassland on calcareous soils

o: on disturbed ground

f: widespread component of deciduousdiesal on causse
f: in damp woodland understorey
0: on rocky hillsides in the gorges

o: on disturbed ground; in raijweutting at Gare aux Anes

o: in woodland and grassland

0: on pathside in Cantobre
a: on waysides and in arable fields

0: in alpine grassland omsitiof M Aigoual
f: in fertile grasslands and walgsi
f: in calcareous grassland throughou

0: on rocky hillsides

la: on Causse du Larzac near lav€duairade and at Jassenove;
generally rare
la: on sandy roadsides near Laupies

Among rocks near la Couvertoirade

la: in damp meadows below summit of M Aigoual; iverside
grassland beside Dourbie at Laupies



Primula elatior

Pyrolaceae: Wintergreens
Moneses uniflora

Orthilia secunda

Pyrola chlorantha

Ranunculaceae: Buttercup Family
Anemone nemorosa

Clematis vitalba

Consolida ajacis

Helleborus foetidus

Helleborus viridis
Hepatica nobilis
Pulsatilla vulgaris
Ranunculus aconitifolius
Ranunculus bulbosus
Ranunculus gramineus

ResedaceaeMignonettes
Reseda lutea

Rhamnaceae: Buckthorns
Rhamnus alaternus
Rhamnus catharticus

Rosaceae:Rose Family
Alchemilla alpina
Amelanchier ovalis
Filipendula vulgaris
Fragaria vesca

Prunus spinosa

Rosa arvensis
Rosa pimpinellifolia
Rubus spp.
Sorbaria sorhifolia
Sorbus aria

Sanguisorba minor

Rubiaceae: Bedstraws
Asperula cynanchica
Cruciata laevipes
Galium aparine
Galium mollugo
Galium verum

Rubia peregrina

Oxlip

One-flowered Wintergreen
Nodding Wintergreen
Green Wintergreen

Wood Anemone

Traveller's Joy, Old Man’s Beard
Common Larkspur

Stinking Hellebore

Green Hellebore
Hepatica, Liverleaf
Pasque flower
Aconite-leaved Buttercup
Bulbous Buttercup
Grass-leaved Buttercup

Wild Mignonette

Mediterranean Buckthorn
Purging Buckthorn

Alpine Lady's-mantle
Snowy Mespilus
Dropwort

Wild Strawberry
Blackthorn

Field Rose

Burnet Rose

Bramble (several species)
False Spiraea
Whitebeam

Salad burnet

Squinancywort
Crosswort
Goosegrass
Hedge Bedstraw
Lady’'s Bedstraw
Wild Madder

Santalaceae: Bastard Toadflax and Sandalwood Family

Thesium divaricatum

Saxifragaceae: Saxifrages
Chrysosplenium oppositifolium
Saxifraga granulata

Bastard Toadflax

Opposite-leaved Golden-saxifrage
Meadow Saxifrage

Scrophulariacae: Foxgloves, Toadflaxes and Speedwells

Chaenorrhinum origanifolium
Digitalis lutea

Digitalis purpurea

Erinus alpinus

Linaria chalapensis
Linaria repens

Linaria supina
Melampyrum pratense
Rhinanthus mediterraneus
Rhinanthus minor
Scrophularia canina
Verbascum lychnitis
Verbascum thapsus

Malling Toadflax

Yellow Foxglove

Foxglove

Fairy Foxglove

White Toadflax

Pale Toadflax, Striped Toadflax
Prostrate or Pyrenean Toadflax
Field Cow-wheat
Mediterranean Yellow-rattle
Lesser Yellow-rattle

French Figwort

White Mullein (yellow-flowered form)

Aaron’s Rod
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o: in woodland beside River Dourbie between Narwt @antobre

On the edge of a pine woeat le Buffre, Causse Méjean
Under pines, St Jean des Bal@assse Noir
Under pines, St Jean des Bal@mssse Noir

0: in alpine grassland on summit cAigfoual

f: woodland andigerows on calcareous soils

In arable field near Drigas on Gaudéjean

0: in woodland beside River Dimiarbetween Nant and Cantobre;
among rocks on Causse Méjean

r. among rocks near Hlires on Cadggean

0: in woodland beside River Elme between Nant and Cantobre

0: widespread in causses grassland

Beside bridge over the Dauat Laupies

f:in grazed grassland at Jasseno

0: widespread in caussaslgral

0: among rocks and in grasslandaleareous soils

f: component of causselscru
f.in hedgerows and in woodlarditle River Dourbie between
Nant and Cantobre

Id: in alpine grassland on suitrof M Aigoual

f: component of causse scrub
0: in grassland on deeper soils near ragist Causse du Larzac
f: in woodland beside River Dourlbetween Nant and Cantobre
f: component of causse scrub; hedgesigtailway line at la
Gare aux Anes

Beside Dourbie near Laupies

0: component of causse scrub; Lapanouse

f: widespread on waysidesoodland edges and in causse scrub

Beside river Vis in the Cirque deddalle. Introduced

0: in deciduous woodland on calcareoils and component of
causse scrub

o0: damp grassland on alkaline soils

0: widespread in causses grassland

In riverside grassland beside Dourbieaaipies

f. in waysides and waste places

f. in waysides and hedgerows

In grassland at Lapanouse

f: causse scrub and in woodland beRier Dourbie between
Nant and Cantobre

o0: widespread among rocks andasgjand on calcareous soils

0: among rockglbd3ourbie at Laupies
0: in meadow below summit of M &gl

o: roadsides; driveway at la Garex Anes
0: in woodland beside River Dourbietween Nant and Cantobre
f: roadsides and woodland edges acid soils
0: shady rock crevices and wallsithe railway at Lapanouse
0: meadows on light soils and aseable weed
0: rocky hillsices alkaline soils
r: sandy dolomditssat Jassenove
r: sandy dolomitic soils at Jasseno
la: in grassland onpesoils
0: in grassland on deepeissoil
o: in grassland near le Buffre ouga Méjean
On roadsidelbes summit of M Aigoual
o0: waysides and disturbed ground



Veronica spicata

Thymeliaceae: Daphne Family
Daphne alpina
Daphne laureola

Ulmaceae: EIm Family
Ulmus glabra
Ulmus minor

Urticaceae: Nettle Family
Urtica dioica
Parietaria judaica

Valerianaceae: Valerian Family
Centranthus calcitrapae
Centranthus lecogii

Valeriana dioica

Violaceae: Violets and Pansies
Viola riviniana
Viola tricolor

Vitaceae: Vines
Vitis vinifera

MONOCOTYLEDONS

Cyperaceae:Sedge Family
Carex flacca

Dioscoreaceae:Black Bryony
Tamus communis

Iridaceae: Iris Family
Gladiolus italicus

Juncaceae: Rush Family
Luzula nivea

Liliaceae: Lily Family
Anthericum liliago
Aphyllanthes monspeliensis
Asphodelus albus

Muscari comosum
Narcissus poeticus
Ornithogalum pyrenaicum

Ornithogalum umbellatum
Ruscus aculeatus

Tulipa sylvestris ssp australis
Veratrum album

Orchidaceae: Orchids
Aceras anthropophorum
Anacamptis pyramidalis

Cephalanthera damasonium
Cephalanthera longifolia

Cephalanthera rubra
Coeloglossum viride
Dactylorhiza maculata
Dactylorhiza sambucina
Epipactis atrorubens
Epipactis helleborine

Gymnadenia conopsea
Himantoglossum hircinum
Limodorum arbortivum

Spiked speedwell

Alpine Mezereon
Spurge Laurel

Wych EIm
Small-leaved Elm

Stinging Nettle
Pellitory-of-the-Wall

A Valerian
Lecoque’s Red Valerian
Marsh Valerian

Common Dog Violet
Wild Pansy

Vine

Glaucous sedge

Black Bryony

Field Gladiolus

Snowy Wood-rush

St. Bernard’s Lily

Blue Aphyllanthes
White Asphodel

Tassel Hyacinth
Pheasant's-eye Daffodil
Bath Asparagus

Star-of-Bethlehem
Butcher's Broom

Wild Tulip

White False-helleborine

Man Orchid
Pyramidal Orchid

White Helleborine

Narrow-leaved Helleborine, Sword-leaved

Helleborine

Red Helleborine

Frog Orchid

Heath Spotted Orchid
Elder-flowered Orchid
Dark-red Helleborine
Broad-leaved Helleborine

Fragrant Orchid
Lizard Orchid

Violet Bird's-nest Orchid, Violet Limodore

0: in grassland on deeper sods ralio mast on Causde Larzac

Among rocks near la Couvertoirade
o0: in woodland beside River Douti@éveen Nant and Cantobre

Lapanouse
f.in hedgerows

a: waysides, hedgerows and distligreund
o: old walls and rocks

r: on dolomitic rocks at Jassenove
f: on cliffs and among rotkthe gorges
In riverside grassland beside DadiiLaupies

f: in alpine grassland on sumaifiM Aigoual
f.in riverside grassland beside Doudtieaupies

0: in scrub and on walls in sheltered gorges

f. in calcareous grassland on deefsyla Pezade

0: in hedgerows; beside track betweendland and campsite in
Dourbie valley

0: in cornfield near Nant

o: in riverside grassland besidarbie at Laupies

0: among rocks and bushes irsgland on calcareous soils
Id: steep banks and rocky hibisi@n calcareous soils
0: in rocky grassland on causses
f: widespread in causses grassland
f. in meadow below summiaigoual
o: in damp ditches and waysidesgalailway line near la Gare
aux Anes
o0: widespread among rocks argtassland on calcareous soils
0: in woodland beside River Doutigéveen Nant and Cantobre
0: in roadside grassland below summitbAigoual
In riverside grassland defourbie at Laupies

la: widespread in causses grasslanceeper soils; a: at la Pezade
la: widespread in causses gradskagcoming more evident
during the month
r: single specimen on Causse dzac in pinewood near radio
mast above Nant
o0: under pines on Causse Noir

0: under pines on Causse du LamddaCausse Noir

If: at la Pezade; o: in grassland elsme

r: streamside below summidoft Aigoual

If: in roadside grasslanddvelsummit of M Aigoual

r: single specimen at la Pezad

r: single specimen on sau®ar la Couvertoirade; neait-
citerneon Causse Noir

If: at la Pezade; in ditches on$SauNoir
f: widespread in grassland and wagsidn calcareous soils
0: on Causse du Larzac near radio mast above Mal



Listera ovata
Neottia nidus-avis

Ophrys apifera

Ophrys aranifera
Ophrys aveyronensis

Ophrys aymoninii
Ophrys insectifera

Ophrys scolopax
Ophrys sphegodes

Orchis coriophora
Orchis mascula
Orchis militaris

Orchis purpurea
Orchis simia

Orchis ustulata
Platanthera bifolia
Platanthera chlorantha

Poaceae (Gramineae)Grasses
Aira caryophyllea
Brachypodium pinnatum

Briza media

Dactylis glomerata

Festuca marginata

Melica uniflora

Nardus stricta

Trisetum flavescens

Stipa pennata

Common Twayblade
Bird's-nest Orchid

Bee Orchid

Early Spider Orchid
Aveyron Orchid

Aymonin's Orchid
Fly Orchid

Woodcock Orchid
Early Spider Orchid

Bug Orchid
Early Purple Orchid
Military Orchid

Lady Orchid

Monkey Orchid

Burnt Orchid, Burnt-tip Orchid
Lesser Butterfly Orchid

Greater Butterfly Orchid

Silver Hair Grass
Tor-grass
Quaking Grass
Cock’s Foot
Timbal's Fescue
Wood Melick
Matt Grass
Golden Oat Grass

Feather Grass, Angel's Haheveu d’Ange
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o0

occasionally elsewhere

0: scattered in grassland atadRe neafoit-citerne

o0: under pines néait-citerneand near radio mast on Causse du
Larzac

r: single plant at la Pezade; singlefpbm roadside below
Cantobre

r: single plant at la Pezade

r: a few specimens remaining in tvedf bushes at Lapanouse
station

r: mixed stand witd. insectiferanear le Buffre, Causse Méjean;
few specimens nedoit-citerne

r: mixed stand witfd. aymoniniinear le Buffre, Causse Méjean;
few specimens nedoit-citerne

r: single individual near radio malsove Nant

r: single individuals nearimathast above Nant and on causse
opposite la Gare aux Anes

r: single specimen near la Couvertoirade

o0: several at la Pezade
If: a few specimens still recognida on Causse du Larzac near
radio mast above Nant and at Lapanouse

o0: a few specimens still recognisableCausse du Larzac at la
Pezade, near radio mast above Nant and at Lapanouse

0: a few specimens still recognisabieCausse du Larzac near
radio mast above Nant and at Lapanouse

If: at Lapanouse;an Causse du Larzac near radio mast above
Nant

If: on Causse du Larzaamle Couvertoirade, near radio mast
above Nant and at Lapanouse

If: on Causse du Larzagamla Couvertoirade, near radio mast
above Nant and at Lapanouse

In meadow below summit of M Aigbu
|d: patch-forming in causses grassland
f: widespread in causses grassland
f: on waysides and in rough grassland
In riverside grassland beside DieuebLaupies
0: in woodland beside River Dourbieveeen Nant and Cantobre
Id: in alpine grassland on summit of dval
a: meadows at la Pezade
|d: widespread in causses grassland



